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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 10, 1990

Dear Congressman Kleczka:

Thank you for your letter of August 22 to the President
concerning a number of issues related to the Gulf crisis and,
particularly, your concern about your constituents, Mrs.
Prabhavathi Murikipudi and her daughter.

Currently, over twenty countries are making contributions to the
multinational forces ashore and afloat in the Gulf region to help
enforce United Nations sanctions against Iraq and to deter
further aggression. The mission of these forces is defensive,
consistent with the UN charter. From August 2, with the passage
of UNSC resolution 660, this has been an international effort,
and the international commitment has grown steadily.

You also raised the question of restrictions on food and medical
supplies. Earlier this month, the United Nations passed
resolution 666 to permit the delivery of foodstuffs to Iraqg and
Kuwait under humanitarian circumstances and in accordance with
strict guidelines for distribution by a recognized humanitarian
organization.

The President has stated categorically that Iraq’s holding
foreign nationals hostage is of deep concern to us, and that the
safety of our citizens is an important objective of our policy
toward the conflict. Saddam’s outrageous manipulation of these
innocent people as human shields is repugnant, and has polarized
the civilized world against him. We continue to raise this issue
at every opportunity with senior Iraqi officials here and in
Baghdad, and to press Iraq through other diplomatic channels as
well. 1In this regard, the call for the immediate release of all
foreign hostages echoed by the international community in UNSC
resolution 664 was deeply gratifying.

One important point to keep in mind is that one man -- Saddam
Hussein -- has created the hostage situation and the need for
mandatory sanctions by his unlawful occupation of Kuwait. Iraq
can rectify both situations by complying immediately and
unconditionally with the UNSC resolutions.
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On a very happy note, I was pleased to learn that Mrs. Murikipudi
and her daughter, together with several other U.S. citizens,
arrived back in the United States on September 2. We will not
rest, however, until all Americans being illegally detained are
released.

In closing, I want to thank you and your colleagues for the
strong bipartisan support the Administration is receiving for our
Gulf policy. It is essential that we are together if we are to
meet this challenge successfully.

Sincerely,

=P A ] v

Brent Scowcroft

The Honorable Gerald D. Kleczka
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

September 24, 1990

ACTION SIG#ED

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT

THROUGH: RICHARD N. HAASS(ZiéEZ/

FROM: A2fDRA CHARLES

SUBJECT: Response to Congressman Kleczka

Attached at Tab I is a response to an August 22 letter from
Congressman Gerald Kleczka to the President (Tab II). The
Congressman wrote to express his concern about the detention of
American citizens in Kuwait, particularly some of his
constituents, and to ask that the President consider lifting the
food embargo on Irag. Your response advises the Congressman of
the President’s strong position on these issues, and the status
of his constituents who were evacuated from Iraqg this month.

Concurrence by: Ginny/LQApley
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the response to Congressman Kleczka at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab L Response to Congressman Kleczka
Tab II Letter from Congressman Kleczka
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August 22, 1990

M S

The Honorable George Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to commend your leadership to date in the
Persian Gulf crisis and to suggest a change in your Iraqi
sanctions policy.

Throughout this ordeal, you have maintained a calm but firm
approach to many outrageous provocations and have ably made the
difficult decisions that confronted you. However, it concerns me
that the United States remains the only outside country with a
major Persian Gulf military presence, one that appears to be
shifting from the defensive to the offensive.

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait is particularly disturbing to me
because two of my constituents from Wisconsin’s Fourth
Congressional District, American citizens Prabhavathi Murikipudi
and her ten-year old daughter, Sylaja, were taken off British
Airways Flight 149 in Kuwait, held at the Al-Rashid Hotel in
Baghdad for two weeks, and now have been moved to an undisclosed
location, possibly a military or industrial site.

By brutally invading Kuwait and cruelly holding innocent
Americans and other Westerners hostage as human shields, Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein has once again demonstrated his
insensitivity and inhumanity. To resolve this crisis, our
response must be firm but it also must be civilized.
Specifically, while keeping most sanctions, I urge you to revise
Executive Order #12722 to 1lift the restrictions on the delivery
of food and medicine to Iraq.

This humanitarian gesture would go a long way toward
removing the threat of starvation and illness in Iraq and Kuwait,
not only for the American and other hostages, but also for the
young and frail there. America has long worked to prevent hunger
and disease throughout the world; Irag’s invasion of Kuwait
should not deter us from achieving this goal.

Sincerely,

Y

G LD D. KLECZ
Member of Congres
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

September 19, 1990

NCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Draft Presidential Reply to Letter from Congressman
Kleczka

Attached is a draft reply for signature by the President to
a letter from Congressman Gerald D. Kleczka of Wisconsin on the
subject of the current Middle East situation, including the
issue of restrictions on food and medicine. The draft reply
explains the Administration's position on the issue.

Executive Secretary

Attachments:
1. Draft Outgoing Response
2. Incoming Correspondence

L Fl



Dear Congressman Kleczka:

Thank you for your letter of August 22 to the President
concerning the a number of issues related to the Gulf
crisis, and particularly your concern about your
constituents, Mrs. Prabhavathi Murikipudi and her daughter.

in volve
mr%;tany_eiigzts_;g_Lhﬂ_ﬁuléa currently over twenty

countries are making contributions to the multinational
forces ashore and afloat in the Gulf region to help enforce
United Nations sanctions against Irag and to deter further
aggression. The mission of these forces is defensive,
consistent with the UN charter. From August 2 with the
passage of UNSC resolution 660, this has been an
international effort, and the international commitment

has grown steadily.

You also raised the question of restrictions on food and
medical supplies. Earlier this month, the United Nations
passed resolution 666 to permit the delivery of foodstuffs
to Iragq and Kuwait under humanistraian circumstances and in
accordance with strict guidelines for distribution by a
recognized humanitarian organization. At this writing, the
Government of India has a ship en route to Iraq with food
for its trapped citizens that will provide the first test
case of this policy.

the President has stated
categorically that Iraq’s holding foreign nationals hostage
is of deep concern to us, and that the safety of our
citizens is an important objective of our policy toward the
conflict. Saddam’s outrageous manipulation of these
innocent people as human shields is repugnant, and has
polarized the civilized world against him. We continue to
raise this issue at every opportunity with senior Iraqi
officials here and in Baghdad, and to press Iraq through
other diplomatic channels as well. 1In this regard, the
call for the immediate release of all foreign hostages
echoed by the international community in UNSC resolution
664 was deeply gratifying.

One important point to keep in mind is that one man --
Saddam Hussein -- has created the hostage situation and the
need for mandatory sanctions by his unlawful occupation of
Kuwait. 1Iraq can rectify both situations by complying
immediately and unconditionally with the UNSC resolutions.

On a very happy note, I was pleased to learn that Mrs.
Murikipudi and her daughter, together with several other
U.S. citizens, arrived back in the United States on
September 2. We will not rest, however, until all
Americans being illegally detained are released.



In closing, I want to thank you and your colleagues for the
strong bipartisan support @p Administration is receiving
for our Gulf policy. It is gssential that we are together
if we are to meet this challenge successfully.

Sincerely,

e
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August 22, 1990

The Honorable George Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to commend your leadership to date in the
Persian Gulf crisis and to suggest a change in your Iraqi
sanctions policy.

Throughout this ordeal, you have maintained a calm but firm
approach to many outrageous provocations and have ably made the
difficult decisions that confronted you. However, it concerns me
that the United States remains the only outside country with a
major Persian Gulf military presence, one that appears to be
shifting from the defensive to the offensive.

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait is particularly disturbing to me
because two of my constituents from Wisconsin’s Fourth
Congressional District, American citizens Prabhavathi Murikipudi
and her ten-year old daughter, Sylaja, were taken off British
Airways Flight 149 in Kuwait, held at the Al-Rashid Hotel in
Baghdad for two weeks, and now have been moved to an undisclosed
location, possibly a military or industrial site.

By brutally invading Kuwait and cruelly holding innocent
Americans and other Westerners hostage as human shields, Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein has once again demonstrated his
insensitivity and inhumanity. To resolve this crisis, our
response must be firm but it also must be civilized.
Specifically, while keeping most sanctions, I urge you to revise
Executive Order #12722 to lift the restrictions on the delivery
of food and medicine to Iraq.

This humanitarian gesture would go a long way toward
removing the threat of starvation and illness in Iraq and Kuwait,
not only for the American and other hostages, but also for the
young and frail there. America has long worked to prevent hunger
and disease throughout the world; Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait
should not deter us from achieving this goal.

Sincerely,
Member of Congres



August 24, 1990

Dear Congressman Kleczka:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President regarding the
present situation in the Middle East.

We appreciate being apprised of your views regarding the embargo
on supplies, including food, headed for Iraq. Please know that I
have shared your comments w1th the President. Additionally, I
have taken the liberty of providing your remarks to the
President's national security advisors so that they, too, are
aware of your concerns and recommendation.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Gerald Kleczka
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:SLM:

bcc: w/ copy of inc to NSC - for direct response
bcc: w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - FYI
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August 24, 1990

Dear Congressman Kleczka:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President regarding the
present situation in the Middle East.

We appreciate being apprised of your views regarding the embargo
on supplies, including food, headed for Iraq. Please know that I
have shared your comments with the President. Additionally, I
have taken the liberty of providing your remarks to the
President's national security advisors so that they, too, are
aware of your concerns and recommendation.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Gerald Kleczka
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:SLM:

bcc: w/ copy of inc to NSC - for direct response
bcc: w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - FYI
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August 22, 1990
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The Honorable George Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to commend your leadership to date in the
Persian Gulf crisis and to suggest a change in your Iraqi
sanctions policy.

Throughout this ordeal, you have maintained a calm but firm
approach to many outrageous provocations and have ably made the
difficult decisions that confronted you. However, it concerns me
that the United States remains the only outside country with a
major Persian Gulf military presence, one that appears to be
shifting from the defensive to the offensive.

Irag’s invasion of Kuwait is particularly disturbing to me
because two of my constituents from Wisconsin’s Fourth
Congressional District, American citizens Prabhavathi Murikipudi
and her ten-year old daughter, Sylaja, were taken off British
Airways Flight 149 in Kuwait, held at the Al-Rashid Hotel in
Baghdad for two weeks, and now have been moved to an undisclosed
location, possibly a military or industrial site.

By brutally invading Kuwait and cruelly holding innocent
Americans and other Westerners hostage as human shields, Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein has once again demonstrated his
insensitivity and inhumanity. To resolve this crisis, our
response must be firm but it also must be civilized.
Specifically, while keeping most sanctions, I urge you to revise
Executive Order #12722 to lift the restrictions on the delivery
of food and medicine to Iraq.

This humanitarian gesture would go a long way toward
removing the threat of starvation and illness in Iraq and Kuwait,
not only for the American and other hostages, but also for the
young and frail there. America has long worked to prevent hunger
and disease throughout the world; Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait
should not deter us from achieving this goal.

Sincerely,

Y

G LD D. KLECZ
Member of Congres



