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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary --
For Immediate Release November 16, 1990 

TEXT OF A LETTER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT TO THE SPEAKER OF 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND 
THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE 

November 16, 1990 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

There have been a number of important developments in the Persian 
Gulf region since my letter of August 9, 1990, informing you of 
the deployment of u.s. Armed Forces in response to Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait. In the spirit of consultation and cooperation between 
our two branches of Government and in the firm belief that working 
together as we have we can best protect and advance the Nation's 
interests, I wanted to update you on these developments. 

As you are aware, the United States and Allied and other friendly 
governments have introduced elements of their Armed Forces into 
the region in response to Iraq's unprovoked and unlawful 
aggression and at the request of regional governments. In view 
of Iraq's continued occupation of Kuwait, defiance of 10 U.N. 
Security Council resolutions demanding unconditional withdrawal, 
and sustained threat to other friendly countries in the region, 
I determined that the u.s. deployments begun in August should 
continue. Accordingly, on November 8, after consultations with 
our Allies and coalition partners, I announced the continued 
deployment of U.S. Armed Forces to the Persian Gulf region. These 
Forces include a heavy u.s. Army Corps and a Marine expeditionary 
force with an additional brigade. In addition, three aircraft 
carriers, a battleship, appropriate escort ships, a naval 
amphibious landing group, and a squadron of maritime 
prepositioning ships will join other naval units in the area. 

I want to emphasize that this deployment is in line with the 
steady buildup of u.s. Armed Forces in the region over the last 
3 months and is a continuation of the deployment described in my 
letter of August 9. I also want to emphasize that the mission of 
our Armed Forces has not changed. our Forces are in the Gulf 
region in the exercise of our inherent right of individual and 
collective self-defense against Iraq's aggression and consistent 
with U.N. Security Council resolutions related to Iraq's on-going 
occupation of Kuwait. The United States and other nations 
continue to seek a peaceful resolution of the crisis. We and our 
coalition partners share the common goals of achieving - the 
immediate, complete, and unconditional withdrawal of Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait, the restoration of Kuwait's legitimate government, 
the protection of the lives of citizens held hostage by Iraq both 
in Kuwait and Iraq, and the restoration of security and stability 
in the region. The deployment will ensure that the coalition has 
an adequate offensive military option shoqld that be necessary to 
achieve our common goals. 

- more -

OVER 



f 
' 

- 2 -

In my August 9 letter, I indicated that I did not believe 
that involveftmnt in hostilities was imminent. Indeed, it was 
my belief that the deployment would facilitate a peaceful 
resolution of the crisis. I also stated that our Armed Forces 
would remain in the Persian Gulf region so long as required to 
contribute to the security of the region and desired by host 
governments. My view on these matters has not changed. 

I appreciate the views you and other members of the congressional 
leadership have expressed throughout the past 3 months during our 
consultations. I look forward to continued consultation and 
cooperation with the Congress in pursuit of peace, stability, and 
security in the Gulf region. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE BUSH 

# # # 
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WASHINGTON 

November 16, 1990 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT~ 
SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

Report to Congress on Recent Persian Gulf 
Deployment Decision 

8834 

To report to Congress on the recently announced deployment to the 
Persian Gulf region. 

Background 

Congressmen Fascell and Broomfield wrote on October 26, 1990, in 
response to media reports that you had decided to send some 
100,000 additional troops to the Gulf (Tab D). They noted that, 
if the reports were accurate, such a decision had been taken 
without consultation with appropriate congressional leaders and 
"anticipate" that the Administration will report to Congress 
within 48 hours of the decision consistent with section 4 (a) (3) 
of the War Powers Resolution. 

Legislative advisors strongly recommend that you send identical 
letters to the Speaker and President Pro Tempore of the Senate 
providing information on the deployment and updating your letter 
of August 9. 

Section 4(a) (3) of the War Powers Resolution requires a report in 
the event the Armed Forces are introduced "in numbers which 
substantially enlarge United States Armed Forces equipped for 
combat already located in a foreign nation." Senior 
Administration counsel believe that, notwithstanding the doubli ng 
of our Forces in the region, this provision is inapplicable. 
They conclude that deployments to the Gulf have been on-going 
since August and that, therefore, no report is required as a 
matter of law. On the other hand, they note that other 
provisions of the Resolution require the President to 
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provide information to Congress on request and to provide 
periodic reports, at least once every six months, on the status, 
scope, and duration of any deployment reportable under the 
Resolution in the first instance. To preserve our legal positi on 
with respect to the inapplicability of section 4(a) (3) of the 
Resolution, the letters prepared for your signature do not 
mention the War Powers Resolution (Tabs A and B) . In the event 
Congress challenges the absence of such a reference, we could 
note that the letters in substance meet the criteria for a 
periodic report. In order to avoid implying that the War Powers 
Resolution's 60-day clock requiring withdrawal from hostilities 
has been started by this most recent development, the letters 
reaffirm your August 9 judgment that hostilities are not 
imminent. Some may see this reaffirmation as inconsistent with 
our efforts to increase pressure on Saddam Hussein. 

I recommend that you update your August 9 letter (Tab C) . I 
shall respond to Congressmen Fascell and Broomfield on your 
behalf and enclose copies of your letters to the Speaker and 
President Pro Tempore. 

State, Defense, Justice, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Boyden 
Gray concur in the text of the letters (Tabs A and B) . 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you report to Congress on the recent deployment decisi on b y 
signing the letters at Tabs A and B. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to the Speaker 
Tab B Letter to the President Pro Tempore 
Tab C Your Letter, dated August 9, 1990. 
Tab D Letter from Fascell and Broomfield 




















