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THE WHITE HOUSE /:d ﬂ&f/

WASHINGTON

July 24, 1992

Dear Father Helmick:

Thank you for your letter of June 21, 1992 concerning
your report on your trip to northern Iraq. I took the
liberty of sharing the report with our experts in the
National Security Council on Iraq who tell me they
found it insightful and interesting. I can assure you
that we have under review your recommendation that the
sanctions regime be modified to take into account the
reality that there are territories in northern Iraq no
longer under Saddam’s control.

Thank you for writing.

el Skinner

Mr. Raymond G. Helmick

Jesuit Community

Boston College

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 02167



Dear Father Helmick:

Thank you for your letter of June 21, 1992
concerning your report on your trip to
northern Iraq. I took the liberty of
sharing the report with our experts in the
National Security Council on Iraq who tell
me they found it insightful and
interesting. I can assure you that we
have under review your recommendation that
the sanctions regime be modified to take
into account the reality that there are
territories in northern Iraq no longer
under Saddam’s control.

Thank you again for writing.

Sincerely,

Samuel Skinner

Mr. Raymond G. Helmick
Jesuit Community

Boston College

Chestnut Hill, MA 02167
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JESUIT COMMUNITY BOSTON COLLEGE CHESTNUT HILL MASSACHUSETTS 02167-3802

June 21, 1992

Mr. Samuel Skinner
Chief of Staff

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Skinner,
Christ's Peace!

In writing last week to enclose M. Raymond Eddé's statement on the coming
Lebanese elections, I mentioned in passing that I had recently been to Northern
Iraq as an observer at the Kurdish elections. That visit called for a serious
report, and I enclose it here. Copies of this will be with the Kurdish leaders
themselves, with Cardinal Law, Cardinal O'Connor, Cardinal Bernardin and the
Holy See.

With it I enclose a few photographs of the Turkish trucks I refer to on
pp 11-12, the paper on "Turkey's Kurdish Problem" to which I refer when it comes
to long-term recommendations at the end of this paper, and, for your information,
the rather less serious paper I did just after my return from Iraq for the
Congressional Human Rights Caucus.

I hope you don't find yourself burdened with such a mass of paper all at
once. This seems such a puzzling area, and such a vacuum of policy, that a more
cursory report didn't seem to fill the need.

The paper on "Turkey's Kurdish Problem" is in the hands of Turkish govern-
ment. I had wanted to take the time to talk with some Turkish officials on my
passage through Ankara to the Kurdish election, but the plans weren't laid out
in sufficient detail to do that. I will do it on a subsequent visit.

With best wishes, I am yours,

in Christ,

YL
Ra nd G. Helmick, S.J.
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JESUIT COMMUNITY BOSTON COLLEGE CHESTNUT HILL MASSACHUSETTS 02167-3802

REPORT ON A VISIT TO THE KURDISH CONTROLLED AREA OF IRAQ, MAY 15-21, 1992.

Raymond G. Helmick, S.J.

My visit was for the purpose of observing the Kurdish election, scheduled
(after previous postponements) for Sunday, May 17th, and actually held on Tuesday,
May 19th. My invitation had come from both major Kurdish leaders: Mr. Jalal Tala-
bani, whom I have met on several occasions, in London and in Washington, over a
period of some years, and Mr. Massud Barzani, whom I had not met in person but
with whom, as with Mr. Talabani, I had held extensive correspondence over those
years. This was my first visit to the area.

I had hoped to have some good conversations with both leaders during my
visit but, quite naturally, this was impeded by the very fact that they were having
an election. I had a short meeting with Mr. Talabani, May 16th, mostly in company
with other visitors, and other private meetings we planned kept getting postponed
as one thing or another related to the election got in the way. Several planned
meetings with Mr. Barzani also kept getting postponed, and I came away still without
ever having met him, though I had a couple of good meetings with his spokesman,

Mr. Hishyar Zibari, whom I already kmew. It was important to be there for the
election. It will be important also to be there again soon, not for an election,
and to have the conversations that the election precluded.

1. THE ELECTION ITSELF.

I took part in the observer team led my Mr. Michael Meadowcroft of the
London-based Electoral Reform Consultancy Services (6 Chancel Street, Blackfriars,
London SEl 0UU), an outreach of the Electoral Reform Society. I leave it to Mr.
Meadowcroft himself to issue the group report on the election (I left even my own
raw notes, on many yellow-pad pages, with Michael, and haven't access to them just
now), but will add here my own impressions.

I went, as observer, to seven voting stations, all in the vicinity of Aqra
in the Dahuk province: Sharman (station 40), Rovia (36) Bardarash (30), Kirdesin (29),
Dinartha (27), Bejel (28) and Aqra itself (26). I travelled in a car provided by
the Kurdish Front, with a driver and translator. Like all the cars provided by the
Front, this one was actually supplied by a party, in this case the KDP (Kurdish
Democratic Party) of Mr. Barzani, as was rather to be expected in a predominantly
KDP area of the country. I had actually been assigned, by Mr. Meadowcroft, to
observe the election at only four stations: besides Aqra itself, Sarsank (station 22),
Ziraf (41) and Shiladzeh (42, in the neighborhood of Amadiyah), but while these had
looked close enough on a map, it became clear that the day would be wasted travelling
between them if I were to attempt it in the extremely bad state of the roads. My
visits to the other six stations I actually saw were a substitute for this. Since
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it was not possible, in any case, for the available number of observers to get to
all voting stations in thecountry, this had the practical effect of adding to the
randomness of the observer effort. There was duplication in the case of Bardarash
and perhaps one other of the stations I visited, as they were seen also by another
of the official observers, a young British woman, who was also at the Aqra station
when I returned there in the wee hours of the next morning during the counting.
After spending about three-quarters of an hour to an hour at each of my election
stations during the day, and then stopped for a hour's rest, I had been back to
the Sharman station and to Zoria, where I saw the closing of the polls, opening

of the ballot boxes and start of the count at midnight, and then returned to

Aqra for the rest of the counting process.

The International Human Rights Law Group, based in New York, conducted an
independent observer mission, with five participants, which paralleled the work of
forty six of us (I have heard that number but cannot independently confirm it) who
worked together under Michael Meadowcroft's direction.

Of the honesty and integrity of the election, I can give a very strong
confirmation. Everything was untried, and highly improvisatory. No one else in
this region has even attempted so free and democratic an election before.

The outstanding failing was with election secrecy, which of course raises
the question of freedom of choice. An election held under the aegis of Saddam
Hussein in which others knew for whom one had voted would be anything but free.
In this election, though, there had been such free exchange throughout the time
of the campaign, and people had become so uninhibited about proclaiming their
divergent choices, that in practice no sense of intimidation or of need for con-
cealment was felt. For a considerable time before the election, signs, party
colors and slogans, pictures of the candidates, banners etc. had been exhibited
all over the area -- for a longer time, by far, than I was in the country. There
had been no significant defacing of these banners or party symbols, and they were
not confined to particular areas where one party dominated: signs of all the parties
could be seen in all parts. Rallies were held frequently for all these parties,
often simultaneously in close proximity to each other. Despite the fact that all
adult males in the country are armed, good nature prevailed, and there were no
significant number of incidents pitting supporters of one party against others.
Right up to the day of the election, I was myself hearing from party workers of
a variety of parties that the election, just the fact of holding it, would be a
triumph for the Kurds, and that it hardly mattered who won: the Kurds would win
in any case. That provides the context of the flagrantly non-secret voting on
election day.

My first experience of it was in Sharman, where I found voters came to a
table where election officials were already accustomed to awaiting their question
as to how to proceed. The two ballots had places to mark a preference in a way
that did not require either reading or writing. One had the color symbols for the
six parties -- KDP (Kurdish Democratic Party), PUK (Patriotic Union of Kurdistan),
KPDP (Kurdish Popular Democratic Party), Socialist, Communist and Islamic. The
other had photographs of the four candidates for "Leader:" Barzani, Talabani, the
Socialist and the Islamic Party chiefs. The Judge in charge of the polls and his
officials all explained, in face of my questions about secrecy and how to guarantee
it, that these were very simple, mostly illiterate country people, who wanted and
would demand "help." This was clearly the rather general case. If anyone did
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want to keep his ballot secret this was respected, and clearly not with the
marking down of his (her) action that would be done under circumstances of a
dictator's election, but it seemed to occur seldom.

I was scandalized at the sight of all this, and explained at length how
the secrecy could be preserved, and why it should be. Officials -- not especially
sophisticated people, and also certainly not stupid people -- explained their
acceptance of the principle and their feeling that the practicalities were against
it. They went so far as to set up a second room next door to the one on which the
voting was being done, in which people could do their voting in secret, but it was
clear to me that this was going to last no longer than the time I spent on the
premises. It was clear enough to me, also, that this was in no way an intimidation
situation -- I saw PUK supporters explaining to people how to mark their ballots
KDP and Massud, and KDP supporters helping people vote PUK -- that I was at pains
not to humiliate or demean these people. Instead I took a different tack. Each of
the six parties had an official observer at the polls. I found occasion to speak to
each one privately, explained the whole theory of the secret ballot and how easy it
was to skew an election where the balloting was non-secret, and then put the question
directly whether the party observer found that people were free to vote for his party
and whether the system of voting was entirely fair to his party. In every case I
had a positive answer. As the day went on, I did this at every polling station I
visited, and never got an objection to the manner of voting or any complaint of
unfairness.

At my second polling station, Zoria, I found the Judge (the only woman I
found in an official position at any station) was herself the one sitting at the
table, showing people how to vote for their choice and actually marking the ballots
for them. This reduced my zeal for establishing the secret ballot to despair. It
was impossible even to engage the Judge in discussion of this without holding up
the whole process. Here, as at three of the other polling stations I visited, the
decision had been made to let all the women vote first, while the men waited outside.
I found I couldn't simply bring everything to a halt, found also that there was no sign
of lack of freedom. One woman, informed that she had to dip her finger in the marking
ink to show that she had voted, wanted to know: which finger for Jalal Talabani. It
was common for people, women more than men, to come to the station (it was, in every
case I saw, a schoolhouse) wearing the colors of their party, and in fact all parties
were represented in this way each place I went. So I resigned myself to the open
ballot as fact, and asked my questions, privately, of each of the party observers,
with the same very open and positive result as at Sharman.

To my surprise, at my third station, Bardarash, the secrecy was maintained
in a quite exemplary way. The problem, I felt, had to do in most places I went
with the way the furnishings were arranged, that made no real provision for secrecy.
There were, for instance, no curtained booths, or anything equivalent. This was so
at Bardarash as much as anywhere. But someone in the organizing of this station
had sufficient understanding of the secrecy and its importance that all voters were
strongly encouraged to take their ballots aside and mark them secretly, and fold
them before bringing them to the ballot box. People here were quite capable of
following these instructions, and were, I expect, a good indication that people
at any of these stations could have been instructed as well. I thought at the
time that this was a result of greater sophistication in a more urbanized center.
(Bardarash is no metropolis, but is more thickly settled, and a bit industrial.)

On that basis, I expected to find good observation of secrecy at Aqra, the largest
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center I visited, but I was mistaken: at Aqra the voting was as out in the open as
at any of the centers I had seen apart from Bardarash.

My experience of this is paralleled by any of the other observers I spoke
with, both of the Meadowcroft and of the Human Rights Law Group, and both with regard
to the lack of secrecy, and to the judgment that freedom had not been curtailed. I
am sure that, for any subsequent Kurdish election, there needs to be a) a massive
education program about the value of the secret ballot beforehand, and b) careful
preparation of the voting stations to provide for it. However, I do not believe
that this election was made unfree by the lack of secrecy.

On the morning after the election, I heard the results of the voting in
six local stations, five of which were among those I had observed myself. I quote
them here with the understanding that they show people's freedom to vote as they
chose. Others might interpret these results otherwise:

Vote for Parliament (by Party Lists, not individual candidates):

KDP PUK KPDP Communist Socialist Islamic
Sharman 4330 80 17 6 10 15
Bardarash 3285 295 192 2 27 108
Bejel 3210 186 25 8 10 32
Ziraf 821 63 99 5 8 17
Dinartha 4141 151 95 8 7 98
Kirdesin 2360 1022 32 1 11 26

Vote for Leader:

Barzani Talabani Mahmoud Othman
Sharman 4366 101 0 20
Bardarash 3422 374 20 94
Bejel 3239 195 4 23
Ziraf 876 113 7 14
Dinartha 4186 261 2 53
Kirdesin 2392 1058 4 24

Of these, only Ziraf was not one of those I observed. The whole area is
well known as predominantly KDP (as other areas are predominantly PUK). Bardarash,
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where I had found, by exception, close observance of the secrecy of the ballot,
did not differ from the prevailing pattern of the other stations nearly so much
as did Kirdesin, where the voting was done as much out in the open as anywhere
else. The numbers of votes that dissent from the predominant KDP sentiment is
significant enough anywhere to argue, in my own opinion, strongly against the
idea that anyone was not free to vote personal choice, granted that this was
known to be mainly an election between two main parties and that the Communists
and Socialists were going nowhere under current circumstances. KPDP and the
Islamic Party had their pockets of relative strength, where people appear to have
felt quite free to vote for them.

A note on the Communist vote: the Communists appear to be primarily a
Christian party in this region. The Christian minority, estimated to be about 57
in the Kurdish region as in Iraq as a whole, was guaranteed five set-aside seats
in the Kurdish Parliament elected that day, in addition to the 100 seats elected
by the general ballot. The only station with a Christian population, where I saw
the separate ballot and ballot-box available for this minority vote, was Aqra, for
which I did not get any record of the results. Members of the Christian minority,
identified so by their ID cards, had the choice of using either the general ballot
for choosing among the six parties, or a separate ballot listing four parties. Of
these, only the Assyrian Democratic Movement was a separate party, and a member
party of the Kurdish Front in its own right. The other three parties on the
minority ballot were affiliates: two of the main parties (KDP and PUK), and the
other of the Communists. It was rather expected that most of the Communist vote,
such as it was, would be cast on this minority ballot.

The other issue that raised concern about the integrity of the vote was
the indelible ink used to mark the right forefinger of each person who voted and
so prevent double voting. On Saturday, May 16, the day before the election was
to have taken place, there was a panic among the parties about the indelibility of
the ink (supplied by Germany, so that one would have expected the most eminent of
chemical pedigrees). The election was postponed by two days for that reason (I
come away with a bit of skepticism on whether that was really the full explanation
of this case of cold feet on the election eve), and a better, more reliably indelible
ink obtained and distributed to all the voting stations. I won't attempt to pontifi-
cate on the chemistry of the two inks. What I did observe was the effect. On the
day following the election I did see a few —- very few —-- reasonably clean fingers
of people who had voted. I was told of an alcohol-base cleaning agent, available
locally, that could accomplish this with a lot of hard scrubbing. However, I found
that no one had managed to clean out the inner rim of the fingernail, and that for
most people, even though they had scrubbed enough to clean off the skin surface,
the whole surface of the fingernail was still deeply purple from the ink.

Judging this on the basis of the sort of people who were voting, the good
will, good nature and pride in the accomplishment of holding a free election, and
the general lack of sophistication of most of this public, I come away convinced
that there will not have been any significant or organized amount of double or
multiple voting, though there could have been individual instances. I know that,
in the uncertainty of the period before the result of the election was announced,
accusations of double voting flew about rather freely. I truly do not believe
there is any substance to them, based on this experience and what I heard reported
by others of the official observers.
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What really stood out, though, as the characteristic of this election
was the tremendous enthusiasm with which it was carried out. I don't have the
figures for the percentage of qualified voters who exercised their right, and I
know there were places where, for lack of sufficient polling places, people did
not get in to vote before the midnight closing of the polls (I've heard this of
the NOrthernmost town of Sakho, and of several places in Sulaimaniyah). This did
not happen in the area where I was observing. In fact, everywhere I saw, practi-
cally everyone had voted by early evening, and the officials and party observers
sat by and talked about the election until midnight, when they would be able to
close the polls and open the boxes for the count.

One of the questions our observer survey was asked to answer was how long
it took each person to get to vote once they arrived at the station. The answer
varied very widely, because of the improvisatory character of this election, some
handling it very swiftly, others keeping people hours in lines. But it didn't
really matter, for the reason that, at every station, practically everyone was out
at the polling station by six or seven o-clock in the morning, for an eight o'clock
opening, and then stayed all day. It became a day-long celebration of the great
event, tremendously festive and the source of enormous pride. I found myself in
need of words to respond to people's elation at holding this election. I had been
advised to greet people with the Arabic "As-salaam," which was always taken in good
part, and rely on my translator from there on if the person had no English or French.
I asked for the Kurdish word for "Congratulations,”" and when I got it kept wishing
people "Perisgit" for the rest of the day.

A young man I had met in Sulaimaniyah the day before the actual election
had expressed the spirit of this in a way that really impressed me. Like many others,
he had wanted to know what Americans thought of the Kurds, of their plight, of their
political aspirations. He did not want to see other peoples, like ourselves, think
of the Kurds only in terms of their being poor suffering people, victims, helpless,
please send some food. Instead, he wanted outside peoples like ourselves to under-
stand that they were a people with political needs, demands that they had considered
carefully and with realistic restraint, which they felt deserved attention. His
feeling was that the holding of the first genuinely free, democratic election ever
seen in his region should profoundly change the way the Kurds of Iraq would be seen
by the outside world: not as the victim people to be pitied but as the people who
had accomplished this tremendously positive thing, had chosen, democratically, their
own future, and given an example of freedom to their neighbors, in Iraq and other
surrounding countries, which they truly wished these neighbors would be able to
follow. These people, so desperately persecuted and hunted down just a year ago,
have deserved the world's respect for this great accomplishment.

2. THE SITUATION OF THE KURDS IN IRAQ.
A. SECURITY.

I hope it is well enough established, by now, that what the Kurds
have faced from the Iraqi government of President Saddam Hussein in recent years
has been literally a genocide. The evidence for this is in the Iraqi records,
written and on audio and video tapes, that were found last year in Iraqi police
and army buildings when the Kurds rebelled -- some of those records brought to
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the United States just at the time of this election last month, and in the
careful researches of Peter Galbraith, of Kanan Makiyah, of such agencies as
Middle East Watch and others. I can only marginally confirm what they have
found.

I did not get to the famous town of Halabjah, scene of the most publicized
poison gas attack made by Iraqi forces in 1988. I did see, however, the devastated
villages all over the countryside, some of the four thousand destroyed by the
Hussein regime since 1975, and particularly since 1987. A belt of these stretching
North from the region of Sulaimaniyah practically up to the resort towns of Salah-
ud Din and Shaqlawa, were subjected to heavy aerial bombardment and gas attacks
during 1988, subsequent to the more famous Halabjah attack. I have seen and have
photographs of both an unexploded napalm bomb and the cannister of a gas bomb (with
its Russian labelling) in the destroyed town of Hiran, have met there the villagers
who are now returning and starting life over again in tents and makeshift shelters
built on the ruins of their former homes, including a number of old men whose sight
has been permanently impaired by the gas attack. I have seen the evidence of a
massacre carried out by Iraqi forces just last year, during the suppression of the
Kurdish uprising, at Atrush (half way between Dahuk and Aqra), where people were
simply forced into a bulldozed pit, their bodies dynamited and bulldozed over.

What is seen is not simply the suppression of a rebellion last year, but
evidence of consistent genocidal attack over a period of years -- what Saddam
Hussein, with simply blasphemous reference to a Koranic passage, referred to as
"Al-Anfa1." 1In the major cities -- I was in Sakho and Dahuk, Shaqlawa and Salah-
ud-Din, and down to Sulaimaniyah, but never got into Arbil -- one finds major
destruction everywhere, lack of services and drastic lack of supplies such as
food, medicine or fuel.

The area is threatened with a renewed genocide if the Iraqi Army were to
reenter it. The voting station I visited at Bardarash happened to be the closest
one to Iraqi Army lines -- it is just West-Northwest of Mosul. Iraqi artillery
can be seen clearly, aimed at the town, along a ridge less than two kilometers
away, have shelled it periodically, and shelling had been threatened for the
election day if people should have the temerity to come out and vote, as it had
been threatened too for some of the more southerly towns below Sulaimaniyah. That
the Iraqi Army did not fulfill those threats appeared to be due more to the more
than normally frequent overflights by American military aircraft flying from Turkey
than to any other reason. The presence of some United Nations agencies in the
Kurdish controlled area, even though they and their UN Guard are not there for
the military protection of the Kurds, is also some further tenuous protection
for them from the armies of the Baghdad regime.

These few forms of protection are up for reconsideration at regular
intervals, even the ability of the UN and U.S. to provide such protection subject
to the nervous second thoughts of the Turkish government, which has good reason
to be apprehensive about the intentions of at least a fringe element of Turkish
Kurds (the PKK), though not of the Kurds of Iragq.

Rehabilitation efforts by the UNHCR have been artificially limited to an
effort to restore the status quo ante of March 1991, as if that were normal or
civilized times in Iraqi Kurdistan. March 1991, on the contrary, was a time in
which most Iraqi villages were already destroyed by the deliberate genocidal
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campaign of the Iraqi government, the population already reduced largely to
refugees, the fields made unavailable for agriculture by land-mines, and the
whole society already reduced to chaos and despair. It was for this reason
that the population simply took to the mountains and fled across the borders
into Turkey and Iran last year at the approach of the Iraqi Army. Everyone
had plenty of experience of what the advent of that army meant for them, and
knows that nothing has changed in the intentions of the Iraqi government since
then. Withdrawal of the slender protection afforded by the international
community, specifically by the U.S., with its coalition allies, and the UN
agencies, would inevitably mean renewed genocide. The central question is
whether the U.S. government is prepared to stand by and let this happen again,
and while it is painful for us inthe United States to hear it stated so plainly,
the answer to that question is truly not clear to the Kurdish population of
Northern Iraq or to their leaders.

What seems to be more telling an argument for continued U.S. (and UN)
vigilance against any such renewed genocide is the certainty that, at the first
hint of renewed military activity against them by the government of Iraq, the
whole population would immediately renew its flight across the Turkish and Iranian
borders. This is well enough understood in Turkey, which does not want to see
any such development. We can be sure that it would be even more embarrassing for
the U.S. than it was last year, and that our European allies would be even less
patient with our failure to prevent it than they were last time. They, of course,
have not been distinguishing themselves in Yugoslavia, but they would still have
strong reproaches if the U.S. wereto allow so preventable a tragedy as renewed
genocide of the Iraqi Kurds.

Also of concern is the internal security situation, with every adult male
carrying automatic weapons, divided up into multiple independent militias under the
rather delicate umbrella of the Kurdish Front. The election experience itself has
been extraordinary under this as well as several other aspects, in the amount of
good will and peace among the many factions it has shown, and the widespread
expression of support for unity among all the Kurds.

The election was in fact a referendum on the outstanding question set
before Kurdish policy planners: should the Kurds be working for an accomodation
with the Baghdad regime or not? The first attempts at such an accomodation were
made last year by Mr. Talabani when, at great risk to himself, he made the trip
to Baghdad, had the famous and embarrassing kissing scene with Saddam Hussein,
but came away convinced that there was nothing to be accomplished by such efforts.
Mr. Barzani, initially even more skeptical than Talabani of anything that might
be offered or promised from Baghdad, nevertheless got drawn more and more into
an effort to bring about such an accomodation, simply out of his still greater
skepticism over whether the United States would do anything to prevent a genocide.
These various parties, with their militias, are all the result of the fragmenta-
tion of the Kurdish movement after the debacle of 1975, and they were shooting
at each other within fairly recent memory. The formation, early in 1988, of the
Kurdish Front was a great accomplishment, and that unity is threatened now for
the first time by this policy difference, which is basically about how to fathom
the intentions of the United States. The voters' answer can best be interpreted
as saying that accomodation with Baghdad should not be sought. The election does
not, infact, remove or settle the question, which remains acute and demands the
cooperative, not disunited, response of both major party leaders, as they well
know.
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Under these circumstances, with the laborious unity and peace of these
party factions and their distinct militias so threatened by that intractable
question, it is especially necessary that there be a coherent governing authority,
both a Parliament and an Executive, to which all these militias can be accountable.
This is the major practical result of the election, to provide the Kurds with a
Parliament. Much remains obscure in the very evenly balanced outcome of the
contest between the two main parties. I've seen too many contradictory reports and
assessments to have confidence in predictions before I have the opportunity to go
back and speak with the leaders again. That the separate-ballot election for
"Leader" -- a role defined neither as President nor Prime Minister, and carrying
a kind of authority whose accountability to the elected Parliament is likewise
undefined -- was inconclusive, neither main party leader receiving the required
51%, is to my mind a fortunate result. I get the impression that Mr. Barzani
would like to have a run-off, and that Mr. Talabani and the other parties would
prefer to leave the "Leader" role moot, and have instead an executive chosen by,
answerable to and dismissable by the Parliament. I don't know how that argument
will come out. I've seen one report (Jim Muir, writing in Middle East International)
that said the parties would let this election's results stand only for four months
(to October) rather than the intended three years. I would find that unfortunate.

It was so clear to me that this was not the same as an election in Indiana,
in which you can choose one leader over another and toss the other one into unelected
obscurity, that I wrote to both leaders a couple of months back urging them to
recognize that their leadership was very localized in its bases, and that they
could not afford to elevate one and demean the other, that the unity of the Kurds
depends on their mutual respect and cooperation.

B. ECONOMIC.

The Iraqi Kurds live in oppressive isolation, an effect of the
application of the United Nations sanctions against Iraq to their now autonomous
area in a way that affects them much more drastically than it does the rest of
Iraq itself. I see this as an unplanned part of the sanctions campaign.

This shows itself most conspicuously in drastic shortages of food, fuel and
medicines. I didn't see starvation, but great scarcity and expense. Gasoline,
for the rather few vehicles on the road -- as guests of the Kurdish Front, we
foreign observers were provided with every bit of transportation the parties
could manage -- came from jerry cans at crossroads, managed by the militias. This
picture results from the internal blockade maintained against the Kurdish area
since last October by the Iraqi government, which allows none of the humanitarian
aid permitted to come into Iraq under the UN sanctions to get into the Kurdish
controlled area. Local production, of food or fuel, within the Kurdish area is
simply impossible, because of the mining of the agricultural areas of the
countryside at the time of the destruction of nearly all the villages. Whatever
comes into the area is mainly the result of creative smuggling. The UN agencies
and the coalition forces have made some provision, but under economic strains
which will be described.

This area actually has ample resources. It came as a surprise to me to
find that there is oil in many parts of it, as I had always thought of the oil
areas as only around Mosul and Kirkuk. I am told there is uranium in recoverable
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quantities, and that the area is rich in iron deposits. Agriculturally, the
Kurdish area could easily be more than self-sufficient if the urgent problem of
land-mine removal could once be addressed. In fact, the Kurdish area was so
much the bread-basket of Iraq, as well as the fruit and vegetable garden, that
the genocidal policy of the Ansar, destruction of villages, depopulation and
mining of the countryside, could only be carried out by virtue of the ample
agricultural credits afforded to Iraq over those years by the United States.

For this reason, it is especially regrettable that the UNHCR, on the
premise that it is its task only to restore the area to its status of March 1991,
when most of this destruction and refugee-creation had already happened, is now
in the process of closing down its operation in the area, leaving its remaining
tasks to UNICEF, which will have no brief to address these problems.

In the meantime, all the work of UN agencies, and of any other internmational
agencies that operate in the Kurdish area under any sort of agreement with the
government in Baghdad, is impeded by the requirement that any money they spend
be exchanged at the official Iraqi rate for their actually non-convertible currency,
$3.00 to the Dinar. The Dinar is not worth that.

It surprised me, just after my return from Iraq, to find criticism spread
out in the New York Times (the Youssef M. Ibrahim article of Wednesday, May 27, '92,
titled "Fake-Money Flood Is Aimed At Crippling Iraq's Economy"), claiming that the
United States was mounting a counterfeit Dinar campaign to destabilize Iraq. Whether
or not any such effort is being made, what I saw in the Kurdish area speaks of a much
different economic inadequacy of the Iraqi currency.

The normal currency for all transactions in the Kurdish Controlled Area is
the Iraqi Dinar, but used at its international value rather than at the artificial
rate claimed by Baghdad. I saw the Dinar being exchanged normally at 13 to the
dollar. 1I've seen 15, I've seen 19. The Ibrahim article speaks of a range within
Baghdad-controlled Iraq between 16 and 21 to the dollar, which is different from
what I have seen. The currency in use in the Kurdish area is not the large-denomi-
nation 50- and 100-Dinar bills that Ibrahim speaks of as widely counterfeited.
Instead, you see everywhere 5-Dinar bills, great stacks of them for relatively
small amounts of money, heavily used and crumpled, not at all what you would see
in a counterfeiting operation.

Taking the conservative rate of 13 Dinars to the dollar, which is still
the common one, it follows that of every dollar spent, by the UN or other agencies
working through Baghdad and on its economic terms in their relief efforts for the
Kurdish area, exchanging their dollars at the rate of 3 to the Dinar, only 2.54 cents
goes to the relief effort in the Kurdish North. The other 97.46%Z of everything spent
goes directly to Saddam Hussein. This differential is, of course, even more extreme
if one of the several higher rates for the actual relation of the Dinar to the dollar
is taken. This means that there are in fact two major obstacles to the provision of
humanitarian aid to the Kurdish area: one is the blockade of all food, fuel and medicine,
or of any sort of supply, that Baghdad has maintained against the Kurdish area since
October, in defiance of UN resolutions. The other is this enormous disparity between
the official and the actual valuation of the Dinar, which results in diverting almost
the whole value of whatever is spent for the Kurds by the international community
to the Baghdad regime itself. This hardly seems sensible or necessary.
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The crazy difference between the Iraqi government;s official rate for the
Dinar and its actual value raises another enormous anomaly, and that is the
Turkish trade with Iraq.

It surprised me, again, to see newspaper accounts of what appear to be
calculated Pentagon leaks, describing sanction violations across the Jordanian
border -- is this some effort to embarrass Jordan in particular? -- and mentioning
how even a small traffic in a few luxury items can enable Saddam Hussein to curry
favor with his inner circle of Revolutionary Guards and thus solidify his regime.
What I actually saw at the Turkish border was a very heavy traffic in trucks, from
the Habur crossing between Silopi and Sakho down the rather short distance to Mosul.

The Turkish government has argued that these trucks carry only humanitarian
shipments of food and medicine, which are allowed under the UN sanctions. When the
traffic first got under way, some months ago, some Kurds in the towns through which it
passed took offense that no such supplies were being provided to them, while the
Baghdad regime was (quite illegally) boycotting any shipments to them of relief that
came in through Baghdad. Consequently, people began picketing and trying to hold up
the Turkish trucks. The Turkish govermment responded instantly with a threat to
close the border if there were interference with the truck traffic, and the leadership
of the Kurdish Front had the discretion to prevent any further interference, declaring
that it was right for humanitarian aid to be sent to the suffering Arab citizens of
Iraq, even though the Kurds themselves were so conspicuously excluded.

In fact, there is no check on what materials go to Mosul in those trucks. It
can be anything from food and medicine to luxury items to electronic gear to whatever.
The truck drivers have taken to carrying any cargo they can get free of charge, since
their profit does not depend on charges for what they bring in, but the profit instead
on the diesel fuel they bring out.

Every truck has large rectangular oil tanks slung under the bodies and
suspended on both sides. The tanks are made as large as possible, and that means
they actually project some eight inches or so being the outer perimeter of the
truck -- a dangerous way to carry oil, and I am told by Kurdish informants that
accidents are common. The truck drivers fill these supplementary tanks with diesel
fuel right at the filling stations in Mosul, and the normal price is 70 fils per
liter. That is 7% of a Dinar, and if one takes the official Iraqi rate of $3.00
to the Dinar literally that sounds like a reasonable price, 21 cents, for a liter
of diesel fuel at a producing center. Since the Dinar is not worth that, though,
the Turkish truck drivers are only paying, at the common rate of 13 Dinars to the
dollar (being in the business, they can doubtless get a better rate than that),
$0.0054 for the liter. On the Turkish side of the border, they sell that diesel
fuel for a normal price of 4,500 Turkish Lire, or $0.75, for a profit of 139 times
the price they paid in Iraq. In other words, the Iraqi government, through the
fiction of its official exchange rate, is providing this windfall for Turkish
entrepreneur in exchange for whatever goods the Turks may bring them.

On the day I was leaving Iraq, in company with Netherlands observers
Pieter Muller and Ruud Hoff, we passed the waiting line of these trucks, trying to
get through customs to the Turkish side, outside Sakho. There was a double line of
trucks on one side of the road, bumper to bumper, a third line, less closely packed
together, on the other side, and a substantial number of other trucks out in the
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center of the road; in other words, the equivalent of three full lines of trucks
bumper to bumper. This stretched for a full 8 km, or 5 miles, that afternoon of
May 21st. (Photographs enclosed.)

The Kurdish Front, having given its prudent support to this bit of Turkish
enterprise, has begun charging a toll of 400 Iraqi Dinars per truck. At the rather
conservative rate of 13 Dinars to the dollar, which is what that is worth to them,
this amounts to a modest $30.76 a truck. But it is the only regular tax income that
the Front receives.

C. POLITICAL.

I should explain somewhat my own relation to the Kurds. It
goes back to the early 1970s, when I worked in London with Richard Hauser, who had
been consulted by Mustafa Barzani about questions of political and social strategy
during the time of the earlier Kurdish rebellion, after Saddam Hussein had simply
reneged on the autonomy agreement negotiated in 1970. The elder Barzani so valued
Richard Hauser's advice that he took the lease on the house next door to ours in
London as headquarters for the European activities of the KDP, so as to be in more
constant touch. For a good part of that time, Mustafa Barzani's representative in
London, heading that office at 18 Ponsonby Place, was Sami Abdul Rahman, who broke
away after the 1975 defeat of the Kurds to set up his KPDP. (I had a good conver-
sation with Sami during my stay in Iraq, and have always valued his intelligence
and decency.)

I was conversant with these consultations, and took part in establishing
a British-Kurdish Friendship Society, bringing Kurdish students to British univer-
sities, etc., right up to 1981, when I returned from Britdin to the U.S., and for
a few years lost contact with the Kurds. This was corrected around Christmas time
of 1987, when Kenneth Lee, the British Quaker who had taken the lead in forming
the Friendship Society years before, visited me for some days in Boston. When he
commented that, with the winding down of the Iran-Iraq war, the Kurds had a moment
of opportunity to bring their situation before the eyes of the international
community, and ought to unify their various factions so as to make a plan, my response
was that it wouldn't work that way. Someone would have to come up with a plan so
sensible and so attractive that the different factions would unite around it. We
speculated on this for a day or so, and Kenneth got on the phone to put me back in
contact with the Kurdish leadership. The outcome of that was that I quickly put a
paper before both Mr. Barzani and Mr. Talabani that seems to have coincided with
other thinking that they were doing at the time ofthe early formation of the
Kurdish Front.

My own thesis of that time was that the Iranian and ¥raqi governments would
be utterly unable to come to the treaty arrangement that both would need without
the active prodding and pushing of the international community -- the U.S. and
European powers, the UN machinery and whatever other help could be got. That made
it a time for the Kurds to appeal, for their rights, to these outside powers. But
they had to be realistic, and recognize that no one was going to help them upset
any international boundaries. Any proposal to become independent, or to join with
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the Kurds of other countries, would be kiss of death, and would cost them any
prospect of international support. It would be hard enough for the American and
European powers to direct any help to the Kurds even without that, given the
solidarity of the Arab countries and their influence in any UN deliberations over
other Third World countries.

Hence I recommended that the Iraqi Kurds, renouncing any intention of
independence, concentrate on three priorities: 1) the preservation of their
human rights, in the face of the persecution and depopulation and destruction
of villages they were suffering from the Iraqi regime; 2) their cultural rights,
such as the use of their language, the teaching of their history and traditions;
and 3) the greatest possible freedom of communication with the Kurdish communities
of the other countries with Kurdish populations. If the focus were clearly enough
on these, I argued, they could hope for some help from the international community.

Others were doubtless thinking on similar lines at that time, and the policies
around which the Kurdish Front was formed in 1988 approximated parts of that program.
Even at that time, Mr. Talabani was arguing that the Front did not look for the
break-up of the Iraqi state, but rather that the best guarantee of safety for the
Kurds of Iraq would be a democratic Iraq, and that the same held for the Kurdish
communities of the other countries. The third on my list of priorities, the
communication among the Kurdish communities of the different countries, he found
too ambitious at that time, and thought the various governments would be too much
alarmed by it, although he emphasized the work that Iranian Kurdish leaders had dome
in reconciling the various factions of Iraqi Kurds, and the work he had done himself
in reconciling factions among the Kurds in Iran.

It is out of this context that I have maintained close contact with the
Kurdish leadership since that time, always as an advocate of such policies, which
were very congenial to them. The collaboration of the leaders in the Kurdish Front
went along very cordially until after the rising of March 1991, into which they felt
themselves led by American appeals for the people of Iraq to rise up against Saddam
Hussein. The subsequent divisive question of whether they should put their reliance
on accomodation with Saddam Hussein, whom they both knew they could not trust, or on
the protection of the U.S.-led coalition against his renewed genocidal attack, in
which both knew they could place no real confidence, has been the first really
corroding challenge to their unity in the Kurdish Front. Both are now thoroughly
aware of the need for their continuing cooperation to the unity of the Kurds, but
deeply apprehensive at what are in fact very subtle differences of emphasis in
their analysis of how the Kurds can respond to this dilemma.

In the context of the election, both leaders emphasize strongly that they
are not seeking, or consituting by their action in holding the election, an inde-
pendent Kurdish state, that they look for the implementation of the autonomy
agreement that was already accepted by the Iraqi government (in effect, by Saddam
Hussein, who had negotiated it himself) in 1970.

A key to their political position is the withdrawal by the Iraqi government
of its administrative jurisdiction over the Kurdish Controlled Area last October,
at the same time as it began the total boycott of supplies to the area. The Kurds
are likely to classify this, first, as an economic problem, since it meant that
the Baghdad government ceased payment of all civil service salaries in the Kurdish
area. This is burdensome to the Kurdish Front, as they have had no revenues from
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which to make up those salaries (at least until the beginning of the Turkish truck
traffic to Mosul, on which they now collect a tax). But the far more important
aspect of Hussein's action is that he effectively abandoned jurisdiction over the
area. Civil service workers were instructed simply to leave, and move to areas
under Baghdad government control. Most of them were, of course, Kurdish themselves,
and stayed where they were.

When one speaks of autonomy, of course, there is a question about what
powers are exercised by the autonomous regime and which stay with the central
government. The most obvious answer is that cemtral government is responsible,
at the léast, for defense and foreign policy. But those are precisely the things
that the Kurds can least afford to permit to the government in Baghdad. It is not
a question here merely of the military suppression, last year, of a rebellion in
the Kurdish area, after which a reconciliation and restoration of central authority
is to be sought. Long before last year's rebellion the Baghdad government's policy
toward the Kurds was actively genocidal, to some extent ever since 1975, but most
decidedly from late 1987 right up to the time of the invasion of Kuwait and the
interdiction of Iraq by international society. There was destruction of Kurdish
villages right through July of 1990. Even the substantial city of Rawanduz had
already been informed that it was slated for outright destruction, and its public
services had been cut off. The Kurds can only conclude that, if the Iraqi Army
were again admitted into their area, the genocide would commence again at once.
Hence the Iraqi government can have no part in their defense. As for foreign
policy, the only outstanding issue of foreign policy for the Iraqi Kurds is to
be protected from the depradations of their own central government.

The adherence to the state of Iraq, then, behind the protestations of
simple autonomy, can only be to an Iraq of the future, of hope, a democratic or
at least civilized Iraq which is yet to be created. I hear very responsible
American voices arguing that this can only be a fiction, that once the Kurds have
their autonomy and their own Parliament it is only a matter of time before they
assert their independence, that there is no going back from the point they have
reached. I truly question that conclusion, and credit the Kurds with meaning
what they have been saying. The evidence for that is their consistently keeping
lines of communication open with the rest of the Iraqi opposition, Arab Shiite and
Sunni. This effort has persisted in the face of the demonstrated weakness of that
opposition, which has been battered by the continuous brutality of Saddam Hussein's
regime and has had much of its best leadership destroyed. The three-day conference
of some 200 Iraqis, Arab and Kurdish, in Vienna from June 17 to 19 is a new indication
of the Kurdish leadership's lasting commitment to this democratic Iraq of the future.
The very fact that surrounding regimes, in Iran, Saudi Arabia and Syria, were
thoroughly alarmed by this meeting is itself a powerful sign that this is in fact
the independent Iraqi leadership that is needed, as the redoubtable Iraqi Shiite
and courageous advocate of freedom, Kanaan Makiya, was quoted as observing (N.Y.
Time, June 19, '92).

Among the more encouraging signs of this realistic policy (the slogan:
"Realism, not Maximalism," even printed in English on banners, was one of the more
frequently seen and popular during the election campaign) is the close liaison
which both main Iraqi Kurdish parties are now maintaining, apparently with some
American encouragement, with the Turkish government in Ankara. Turkey, of course,
has great difficulty in dealing with Kurdish questions because of the terrorism
of the PKK in their own country, and the lesser degree of realism among the Turkish

Kurds.
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The most discouraging of the signs surrounding the Kurdish election was
the lack of response from surrounding Arab governments or Arab population. Among
the election observers, only one outstanding Iraqi Shiite represented any part of
the Arab world. The Iraqi Kurds have worked so hard and so sincerely to reassure
Arab neighbors, Iraqi and other, and to appeal for their sympathetic hearing, that
they can only regret this unresponsiveness, and continue to maintain their own
openness. That the Iraqi Arab opposition held its press conference in Arbil the
evening of May 20, in support of the election, and that they took part in organizing
the Vienna meeting, is among the more heartening developments in the wake of the
election.

It is too easy for Americans to presume that Kurds are necessarily
separatist, so that any encouragement to them will mean the inevitable dissolution
of Iraq and ascendancy of Iran, and that the Iraqi Shiites are necessarily wild-
eyed fundamentalists such as we have seen emerge in Iran, who will inevitably set
up an Islamic Republic of an unacceptable sort if given the chance. The Kurds have
been consistent since the 1988 founding of the Front in seeking a role in a pluralist
and democratic Iraq. The Iraqi Shiites demonstrated, through eight frightful years
of the war with Iran, their distaste for fundamentalism of the Iranian sort and
their preference for the Arab society of Iraq over the Shiite hg# Farsi society of
Iran.

Iraq, since its creation in the 1920s, has had its population 557 Arab
Shiite, 257 Kurd, 157 Arab Sunni, and another 57 Christian and other minorities.
Throughout that time it has been governed exclusively by the 157 Arab Sunni. That
cannot be done in any other way than through a dictatorship, and this has been the
case throughout this history. The common American supposition from this is that the
Iraqis must inevitably have a dictatorship if the country is not to dissolve into
its constituent parts. This is a wholly unproven supposition, as there is so deep
an aspiration and commitment to a pluralist and democratic society to be found in
each of the communities. The Arab Sunni fraction is least confident of this, since
they expect that the period of their dictatorial domination would be followed by
the dictatorial domination of themselves by some other group; but even they are
now growing a younger leadership which understands that, in the democratic society
offered by the other opposition groups, they can have equality.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS.
A. SHORT TERM.

The immediate concerns to be addressed are for the security
and relief of the area. The more political concerns can be relegated to a longer-
term consideration.

The United States can scarecely afford the international opprobrium that
would result from its standing by and permitting renewed genocide in the Kurdish
area. Some people in American government seem still inclined to kid themselves
that this is not the actual prospect. Their self-deception could have the very
dangerous result of delaying any renewed rescue operation when the situation
arises again. The British and others of our allies will surely not sanction
any further American standing around on one foot, but will, as they did in 1991,
precipitate an international rescue mission, to our American embarrassment.
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Meanwhile, if further murderous incursions of the Iraqi government forces
are not prevented beforehand, the Turks will face another massive influx of
refugees, as disastrous as last year's, and it cannot be the interest of the
United States to permit that, as it would fray the alliance with a power of great
regional importance to our country.

In this context, I take it that the United States will in fact come to
the rescue of the Kurdish population if another crisis arises, and might just as
well make that clear beforehand. Some real clarity in American policy would in
fact have many positive effects. The critical abrasion to the unity of the
Kurdish Front in pursuit of their very restrained and realistic goals would be
healed by it. In return for guarantees of some measure of security from further
massive attack, the Kurdish leadership could be expected to give substantial
guarantees to the U.S. and Turkish governments of their sincerity in pursuing these
moderate goals: of their non-secessionist stance toward Iraq, of their readiness
to share with the Arab opposition in Iraq in building a democratic future, of their
rejection of the separatist goals and terrorism of the PKK.

For the relief of the critical supply and economic problems of the Kurdish
Controlled Area, the most practical course would be to separate the Kurdish area
off from the sanctions program against Iraq.

This is a question of United Nations as well as United States policy, and
the U.S. would have a most influential voice if this initiative were proposed in
the Security Council. U.S. and UN officials might well wish, first, to demand
from Saddam Hussein that he lift the internal blockade against the Kurdish area.
It is unlikely that he would comply, and this, combined with his abdication, since
last October, of administrative jurisdiction over the area, would be reason for
treating the Kurdish area as a separate unit with regard to international relief
efforts, without accepting any permanent political separation of it from Iragq.
Such a separation, for relief purposes only, would mean:

i) lifting the economic sanctions from this area, permitting
the importation of materials needed for the economic rehabilitation and
the export of agricultural and mineral products;

ii) separating the relief efforts of UN agencies and other
international organisations from their link to the artificial official
rate of exchange of the Iraqi Dinar.

Such a program, linking guarantees of the non-separatist character of
Kurdish developments to economic recovery, would constitute the strongest
imaginable incentive to the opposition in the Arab sections of Iraqi society to
change their situation, and the most appalling spectacle for the remaining sup-
porters of the Hussein dictatorship. The Kurds, throughout this election period,
have been remarkably free of resentments or animus toward the Arabs of Iraq, and
have seen their election as a sign of what the other peoples of Iraq can have
for themselves too. Even through the efforts during this last year to come to
some accomodation with the Baghdad regime, one of the most tangible real obstacles
for the Kurds has been their recognition that Saddam Hussein was demanding, as
part of the price for any deal he might make with the Kurds, that they betray
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the hopes of the rest of the Iraqi opposition. This they have been unwilling to
do. For this Iraqi opposition, and for the politically dispossessed publics of the
other Iraqi communities, to see real international help for the building of a free
and prosperous Kurdish area, in the context of continuing and even enhanced Kurdish
openness toward the Arab society of Iraq would be the true incentive to building an
alternative Iraqi future.

B. LONG TERM.

I hear many of those who are concerned about the safety of the
Kurds arguing that these short-term efforts must be given urgency and absolute
priority. I am convinced, however, that while the immediate needs can and likely
will be decided on the basis of sentiment -- rescue of the Kurds from further
genocide attempts and the relief of their most immediate economic needs -- there
has to be consideration of long-term policy if anything genuine is to be hoped
for the Kurds. Sentiment will not determine these things, in which there are
real reasons for great anxiety on the part of Turkey, the Arab countries, Iran
and the United States itself. There has to be some understanding of what the
options are for each of these countries, what the prospects for long-term regional
development, and of all these countries the most important ®way well be Turkey.

I had already, before my visit to Kurdish Iraq, written a paper on this
topic, "Turkey's Kurdish Problem," which I submitted to the First EuropeanConference
on Peacemaking and Conflict Resolution, held at Antalya in Turkey, April 24-27, 1992.
(I had planned to join that conference if the Kurdish election had been held, as
was earlier planned, on April 30th, but was disinclined to make the trip twice.)
This paper puts the problems of Turkey in dealing with the new international
consciousness of the Kurds since last year's rebellion, with maps appearing in
the world's media that show a "Kurdistan" including a large swath of Turkish
territory, with the PKK terorist movement inside Turkey itself and anxieties
about Kurdish separatism as a kind of terra incognita -- all acute problems for
Turkey at present -- in the context of Turkey's long-term development in relation
both to Europe and the West and to the Middle Eastern region.

Rather than try to recapitulate the ideas of that rather careful paper,
on which I have begun approaching Turkish government, I think it better simply to
refer to it here and enclose it with this paper. Its conclusions and recommendations
are to Turkey, but I would hope it provides some widening of context in which to
think through American policy toward the region as well. My feeling is that I
should have some discussions with Turkish officials and experts before trying
to rehash it in American terms.

Boston, June 21 _1992

/};7/%/5

Ra d G. Helmick, S.J.
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The last year's events, with the uprising of the Xurds in Northern Iraq
following the defeat of President Saddam Hussein's armies in the Gulf War, the
bloody suppression of that Kurdish revolt and subsequent establishment of a zome
in Northern Iraq where Xurds live under protection of the United Natioms, has
suddenly put the plight of the Kurdish people in the forefront of world public
consciousness, after many decades in which people elsewhere were hardly aware of
the Kurds' existence. Suddenly, maps appear with great frequency in the world's
newspapers, in which a broad "Kurdish area," called in some cases simply "Kurdistan,'
is shaded in, covering parts of Iranian, Iraqi, Turkish and Syrian territory. For
Turkey, in particular, what has for a long time been a hidden sore has now become
a public dilemma, in which Turkey acts in the full glare of world attention.

1

Since the Treaty of Sevres, in the 1920 aftermath of the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire, aroused expectations of independent statehood among the Kurdish
people, irredentist feelings have flourished in the Kurdish areas of all the
countries where they live. Will this ever change, or will Turkey, like the other
countries, find this a military, psychological and social burden for the foreseeable

future? It is surely in the interest of Turkey to resolve the issue and be relieved

of this burden.

toward manifestations of Kurdish

The record has been of suppressive policies
20th century, for reasons of

nationality in Southeastern Turkey over much of the
alarm which I will not attempt to judge here. Even the use of the name "Kurd" has
been prohibited, as has the use of Kurdish language or efforts to preserve the
heritage of Kurdish culture and tradition. In recent years there has Deen an
apparent breakthrough as President Ozul adopted more encouraging policies toward
manifestations of the Kurdish cultural character, and with a change in government
Prime Minister Demirel declared a policy of recognition of the Kurdish reality in
Turkey. Yet even these statements of more liberal policy have met with alarm in
parts of the Turkish public. The terrorism of the PKK (Kurdish Communist Party),
whose guerrilla campaign has been active since 1984 but which has greatly increased
its violence in the last vear, has put a practical stop to Turkish efZorts at

liberalization.

There is a European dimension to cthis problem. Turkey's aspiration to
acceptance by the European Community is, in fact, contingent on a human rights
record, in which the treatment of the Kurdish minority is bound to be a major

factor. 1In the recent episodes of Turkish military strikes against PKK bases
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and towns, there has been dissension in the reactions of the Western alliance,
with the United States supporting the Turkish actions as justified respomse to
terrorism, while Germany has openly objected to the use of military aquipment

which it has supplied against civilian targets.

But it is in the Middle Eastern rézonal dimension of the problem that we
find the fundamental question which Turkey must resolve for itself. Are the Kurds
an obstacle to Turkey's relating -- economically, politically, socially -- to the
other peoples of the Middle Eastern region, or can they possibly be a valuable

link?

For a number of vears I have been accustomed to see the whole problematic
primarily from the Kurdish position, and at that particularly from the viewpoint
of the terribly suppressed Kurds of Iraq. The Kurds have suffered defeat in a
long series of rebellions in various of the countries that house parts of their
population during this century. The reprisals that followed their downfall in
Iraq in 1975 were particularly brutal, with the emptying out of thousands of
their traditional ancient villages, and in the "anfal" period of the late 1980s
the Kurds of Iraq were already subjected to am actual genocide, even before the

tragedy of 1991.

During the recent years, since the subsiding of the Iran-Iraq war, the
Kurdish leadership in Iraq drew some important and very reasomnable conclusions
from their unhappy experience. Most important was the recognition that they
should not be trying to change international boundaries within the area of
Kurdish population. To do so, they realised, was to invite a feeding frenzy
among the countries of the region. Turkey itself, they reasoned, would be
tempted to covet its old oil-rich Wilayat of Mosul if once it saw international
borders in flux in the region. Iran and Syria would have their own ambitioms,
and the Iraqi regime would respond to the situation with rage. Whether these
fears were objectively based or not, the Kurdish leaders clearly understood that
they would have no international support for a policy on their part that would
disrupt international borders through any claim to establish an independent
Xurdish state on the territory of any one or more of the countries in which they

lived.

But the end of the Iran-Iraq war created a moment of opportunity, none-
the less, for the Kurds, provided they could unite their forces around a really
sensible policy. It seemed most unlikely that Iran and Iraq would be able to
find their way to the peace treaty both were going to need without the support
and even pressure of an international community. The best strategy of the Kurds
would be to engage the attention of these international forces for their plight

and their genuine priorities.

The first priority was to be free of the violations and limitatiomns on
their human rights, whether in Iraq or Iran, or for that matter in Turkey, where
there was already an awareness that the European community would be watching
Turkish behavior toward the Kurdish minority as a bellwether of the country's
human-rights credentials for acceptance into the European family.

Next in importance was the preservation of Kurdish language and culture.
Under the pressure of the prohibitions on the use of Kurdish language in several
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of the countries in which thev lived, the Xurdish leadership was acutaly awarez

of such things as the terrible cultural trauma that had been suffered in Ireland
with the practical disappearance of the native language during the disasters of
Ireland's 19th century, and how grave was the danger that the Kurds, after their
thousands of years of cultural continuity, could suffer a like fate in the currsnc

generation.

With these realisations very clear in their minds, the Kurdish Democratic
Party of Mr. Massoud Barzani and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan of Mr. Jalal
Talabani joined, with six other smaller organizationms, in the Xurdistan Front,

united in a policy approach to the moment of opportunity that the end of the Iran-

Iraq war presented, and foreseeing the firestorm of Saddam Hussein's vindictiveness

that developed into the horror of the "anfal."

The leadership in Iraqi Kurdistan, in their resolve that they live within
Iraq, understood that their greatest need was for a democratic Iraq, in which
their human and cultural rights would be honored, and comsequently for a cordial
and cooperative relation with the democratic leadership of all other parts oI the
Iraqi population. Strenuous efforts were exerted to implement policy based on
these conclusions. An extraordinary level of unity was effected among Kurdish
groups which had splintered after the collapse of the Mustafa Barzani rebellion
of the 1970s, and this orientation was sustained so strongly that, even when the
Kurds rebelled in the Iraqi hills and cities in March 1991, their rising was
accompanied by meetings, in London and in Riyadh, and a major conference in
Damascus, to build up a coalition of all the democratic forces of Iraq's various
communities: Kurdish, Shi'ite and Arab Sunni. Despite the panic reactions in
Western capitals and fears of a dissolution of Iraq, and Turkish anxiety about
Kurdish separatism, the Kurds of Iraq held fast to supporting the territorial
integrity of a democratic Iraq. That they looked for implementation of aatonomy
promises, within Iraq, that had been made by Saddam Hussein himself in 1969, was
outgrowth of their particular internal nistory in Iraq, and did not imply challeng

to the international borders of the Iraqi state.

2

No need to dwell on the disasters that befell the Iraqi Kurds after last
year's rebellion. Their tragedy was so fundamentally a consequence of the failure
of the anti-Iraqi coalition to curb the use of heavy weapons in President Saddam
Hussein's violent suppression, in spite of having defeated him in his effort to
take over Kuwait and reduced his army and his society to ruin, that the principle
seed of division within their leadershnip arises from their disillusionment with
those, principally in the United States, who had called on them to rise up against
the Hussein dictatorship and then abandoned them to his vengeance. The Kurds in
Iraq have now to determine whether their priority is to come to some accomodation
with the government in Baghdad that will give them as much guarantee of their
rights as can be had, despite their knowledge of the untrustworthiness of that
government, or whether it is to resist, with all the determination they can muster,
the claims of the Hussein dictatorship, despite their knowledge of the unreliability
of any support they might seek from the international coalitiomn. Through all the
turmoil this dilemma has caused in the Xurdish leadership, with each side realizing
fully the weakness of either position and the perilous situation in which the Xurds
are left, the most persuasive argument in favor of resistance to the dictatorship
of Hussein has been the Kurds' recognition that, as part of the price for any sort
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of accomodation with the central government, Saddam Hussein would demand their
betrayal of the aspirations for freedom of their Iraqi fellow citizens, Shi'ite
and Arab Sunni. The Kurds have been aware how weak is the leadership still left
in these other communities after all the murderous depredations the dictator has
practiced upon them, and also how the leaders of the Arab communities in Iraq
have been inclined, themselves, to reject the Kurds. Nevertheless, they have
been unwilling to betray their solidarity with these other Iraqis, who suffer
like themselves from the oppressive regime, as the price of their own safety.

All this must sound entirely remote from the separatist, terrorist PKK

units faced by Turkey in its Southeastern region, along the borders with Iragq,
Iran and Syria. PKK activists are fascinated by the picture of dissolution they
see in the Muslim Republics of what was the Soviet Union, and judge this an
opportune time simply to produce confusion and disruption, in the hope that all
the borders will dissolve and an independent Rurdistan can rise from ashes whose
bitterness they have not had to assess so realistically as have the Kurds of Iraq.
Turkish restrictions on Kurdish cultural expression may have left the country's
Kurds with a sense of alienation from the dominant Turkish culture, a lack of
ownership of anything in Turkey's national life and an inclination to seek their
future in other circumstances. Kurds in Turkey, though, have not had to face the
same harsh realities as those in Iraq, and recognize what horrors would be in store
for them in particular if the international borders were once weakened.

But before looking into the options available to Turkey in its Kurdish
policy, we should take a wider view of the regional situation in which such

determinations should be made.

Turkey lives on the edge of the Middle Eastern region. Is it an integral
part of that region, or does it relate rather to Europe, for which it would be,
again, a fringe area? In ancient times, as a part of the Roman Empire, this
territory understood itself as European. In a Byzantine Empire, it thought of
itself as center, but was left more and more a middle power, aside from a Europe
that emerged gradually from barbarism into dominant power, separating that power
from the rising culture of Islam. As it came within the orbit of Islam itself,
Istanbul and its related territories became truly center of an Islamic world that
reached from the Middle East across North Africa, only to find itself isolated,
on the fringe of all these cultures, when Ottoman power finally failed at the

beginning of this century.

Turkic peoples, different from the older population of the territory,
make up its predominant cultural group. They are related, by language and tradition,
to other populations in Central Asia and in the lands of their origin in far
Northeastern Asia. They have the experience of presiding over and relating
intimately to a broad range of world civilization, and are conscious of having
fostered one of the great flowerings of that civilization. Now, having taken active
part in the NATO alliance throughout the time of the Cold War, Turkey feels it has
a major stake in the developing Community of Europe, yet finds itself, through its
association with the Middle East and its cultural and political complex, on
probation in Europe: having to prove itself more "Western" (i.e., European) than
many of its people would like to be, having to distinguish itself from the Middle
Eastern countries and political civilizations which, to Europeans, often look like

a vipers' nest. For Turkey to be fully itself, an expression of its own people’s
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culture, it has to relate cordially, nealingly and creatively to both Europe and
And the embarrassing discord with its own Xurdish populatiocn,

the Middle East.
Eastern front that

as well as the threat of destablization on its whole Middle
Kurdish separatism represents, appears to make the Xurds simply an obstacle to
Turkev's needs in both directions: cutting Turkey oif from developing any healthy
and creative relation to the Arab and Farsi peoples to its South and East, putting
Turkey in an unflattering light as oppressors of a subject people in the eyes of

Europeans.

The Kurds are a people very ancient in their place, far longer in the
region than the Turkic migrants of medieval times, as much at odds with the Arab
and Farsi peoples around them, peoples as long in the region as themselves, as they

are with the Turks.

But it is largely because the Arabs have so monolithic an appearance, the
result of their 20th-century insistence on a pan-Arab ideology, in its Nasserist
and later in its Baathist forms, that Turkey holds back so nervously from letting
itself be drawn into the turmoils of the Middle Eastern region. This understandable
inhibition has determining influence on Turkish apprehensions about the Kurds.

Pan-Arabism suffered blow after blow in the last two years, and stands now
in the most acute need of reassessment, from the point of view, particularly, of
how Turkey can relate to the Arab countries and their aspirations. For myself,
the most enlightening thing I have read in a long while about Arabism is Lebanese
historian Kamal Salibi's extraordinary book, A House of Many Mansions: The Historvy
of Lebanon Reconsidered (Univ. of California Press, 1988). Salibi set out to find
where mythology had taken over in the various partisan versions of Lebanese history.
In treating the Arabist version, he speaks of the great central desert of Syria,
Iraq and Arabia and its peripheries: the alluvial lowlands of Iraq, continuing
southwards as the coastal lowlands of eastern Arabia down to the mountains of Oman;
and the broken highlands of coastal Syria, continuing southwards, with hardly an
interruption, to comnect with the highlands of Western Arabia, bordering the Red
In the South, hilly coastlands link Yemen with Oman, and in the
foothills of the Taurus Mountains, the inverted crescent of
the central desert link Syria and Iragq. (Salibi, op. cit.,

Sea as far as Yemen.
extreme North, in the
fertile lands hugging
pp. 57-58.)

The area's central desert, far from being a barrier, has been avenue for
nomadic peoples, its pastoral folk, organized as tribes, always close neighbors
to the sedentary peoples living in the cities, towns and villages of settled areas.
Throughout this region the dialects of a mother tongue have given rise to the family
of Semitic languages, themselves spoken in many dialects. And from the desert
center outward, these languages, one after another, have found their way to the
peripheries in the wake of major waves of tribal settlement there. Three such
languages, in historical times, have come to dominate the greater part of the area,
or even the whole of it, in succession, dividing its history into three broad

linguistic phases: Canaanite, Aramaic and Arabic.

This movement hnas created, within the geographic area, a communication of
cultures which goes back to the earliest historical times. That another geographical
region, North Africa, has since adopted Arabic language, in Islamic times, gives 1its
peoples a stake in Arab culture and community, but it is with the desert and its

peripheries that we must principally be concerned.
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What has been lacking, though, is a tradition of centralized polity within
Instead, the history has been of a succession of local autonomies,

this wide regiomn.
The only time the whole area has been the

sometimes bSlossoming into brief empires.
scene of a2 central polity was in the first century of Islam, and then only very
briefly, as Islam itself was the matter of the polity, not Arabism, and it quickly
outgrew the narrowing limits of the Arab area of communicating cultures. In the
succeeding centuries, this central polity broke down into fractiomal parts, and
when it was restored during the age of the Ottoman Empire, it was as a polity oL
the central parts of the world of Islam, rather than of the Arabs, under leadership

other than Arab.

The dream of a single pan-Arab state, actually a 20th-century invention,
has been elusive throughout this century. Where it has been erected into dominating
ideology, as in Iraq, it has brought people into subjection to a crushing totali-
tarianism. (Cf. "Samir al-Khalil," Republic of Fear: The Politics of Modern Irag,
Univ. of California Press, 1989, reprinted with new Preface 1990.) Events of the
last two vears, including the aggression of Iraa against a fellow Arab state and
the formation of a coalition of Arab states against it, in cooperatiom with non-
Arab states and in dissension from other Arab states, require now that both Arabs
and their neighbors look again at the basic character of the Arab world. If it is
not destined to be a super-state, how can it best realize its nature as an area of
communicating cultures, bound by common language, and the diversity of its interests
be made most fruitful for the divergent populations and centers of polity within it?
This is the question for Turkey, too, as it plans its own relation to the Arab

world.

Organisation of state and society according to the religious priorities of
Islamic law has also become an aspiration, often espoused with great ferocity, in
parts of this Arab world, though nowhere has this aspiration become reality. Our
Western societies hear a great deal about "Muslim fundamentalism," as if that were
the only form of Islamic resurgence, but the much more important movement is in fact
a serious effort to come to terms with the contemporary world in terms of Islamic
faith, sometimes more creatively, sometimes more angrily. The most intolerant and
destructive of such currents in the Arab area appear to be broadly related to aArab
frustration at the raw confrontation with Israel, and it can reasomnably be hoped
that these aspirations of religious revival will find more comstructive channels
if and when the Arab-Israeli dilemma is resolved. In the Farsi culture of Iranm,
equally a matter of Turkish concern, this religious frustration has taken the
extreme form of am angrily revolutionary Islamic state. Without losing its
theocratic character, Iranian society appears now to be recovering from some of
the ferocities of that movement, and trying to relate more humanely to the other
societies around it. The fierce intolerances appear to have resulted from the
unwise efforts of the previous regime to slight and discourage the religiom of
the people, to domesticate it and make it merely a tool for the purposes of the

state.

first of the states of a long Islamic tradition to decide,

Turkeyv was the Ii
as long ago as the aftermath of the First World War, that religiom as such should not

be the guiding principle of civil life. By and large, it has avoided insulting the
religious convictions of its people, as the unfortunate Shah did in Iran, but has

left its people free to express their life of faith strictly through their religious
institutions, and not made the state formally its sponsor. Even during the Ottoman



period of Turkish leadership of a great part of the Islamic world, when the
Sultan exercised the office of Caliph, Turks had practiced the most accomplished
regime of that religious tolerance which is integral to Islamic faith, developing

in the millet svstem a means of 2nsuring the free exercise of other Zaiths under

the protection of the wider society, and that heritage stood Turkev in good
stead when its society took a new direction in this centurv.

Given azll this as a context, what openings has Turkev for developing a
productive and cordial relation to its surrounding world? This is a matter of
setting the standards for long-term political and diplomatic strategy.

The whole Middle Eastern world would benefit most from a cooperative
regional development, on the lines of the European Communitv that has grown,
the years since the end of the Second World War, to replace the ancient blood-
feuds and animosities of a previous era. The Arab peoples are at the center of
this region, but Farsi and Turkish peoples are essential to the regional
cooperation, and their participation can make it easier for the Arabs to function
within the region as interrelated, cordially communicating groups without having
to be a single super-polity. To bring about easy Iranian commerce -- political
and social as well as economic -- with the rest of the region will tzke a longer
and more determined exercise of confidence-building, but this ought to be clearly
established as a matter of enduring policy. Israel too has its place in this
pattern of regional cooperative development, but for them there is an obvious

price of admission: reconciliation with the Arab communitv.

in

The Kurds should be seen as an integral element in such regional planning.
If they remain a suppressed and alienated group within each of the countries in
which they live, their frustration and outrage will stand as obstacle, perhaps
even an insuperable obstacle, to any plans for regional development. As an ancient
and deeply civilized people, who have performed many great services im history to
their neighbors, most notably in the period when it was they who organized the
repulsion of the European Crusaders, they deserve well of the Turkish, Arab and
Farsi peoples around them. As acknowledged earlier in this paper, a disruption
of established intermational boundaries would be devastatingly destabilizing to
the whole region, and ought not to be envisioned. But if the model of Europe's
coming together as a regional community were to be followed, these internatiomal
boundaries, and the aggressive nationalisms theyv embody, would become of less and
less significance, and the regional commerce of greater import than they. The
condition of such a development is the free cultural expression of all the
peoples of the region, and this should be the leading concept in each of the

countries' policy toward the Kurds.

Very obviously, the terrorist separatism of the PXX is not a tolerable

phenomenon for Turkey. A policy of simple suppression, though, without any
encouragement of the Turkish Kurds to believe they have a stake in Turkish
society, can only inflame the situation further. There is a reservoir of
sentiment, among Turkeyv's Kurds, for a KDP type of policv. It has not had the
chance to develop, yet, along the lines of Iraq's XDP, which has recognized
clearly the futility of looking for independence or the change of international
boundaries, but that is only because the Kurds in Turkev have never been shown
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the possibilities of authentic development of their own cultural heritage

within the post-1920 Turkish state. If guaranteed freedom for such development,
the Kurds of Southeastern Turkey could be expected to adopt far more constructive
It is a matter of respecting and fostering their fundamental cultural
rights. The Kurds, of course, being divided among many countries, will not want
to be kept in isolation from each other. But a policy of respect for their
cultural rights, as a way of giving them satisfaction within the civil politv

of each state and a feeling of having a stake in the life of the state, would
surely provide that the Kurds be able to communicate easily across the boundary
lines of the several states, building up the cultural integritv of their own
community. That in fact would be the best possible way to ensure the security

of those otherwise fragile international boundaries, and would contribute toward
the boundaries eventually becoming less important within the regiomal cooperation,

politics.

as they have in Europe.

Turkey could expect to have the key position in designing and implementing
such a regional policy for the Middle East as this, and if it very deliberately
and skillfully placed these priorities at the center of its long-range policy it
would deserve and receive the praise and gratitude of the international community,
particularly that of the West. Opening, for the benefit of all in the region,
such a cooperative development in the Middle East would already be of enormous

But it would also have just as dramatic an effect on its
For all of Europe, Turkey
This could

advantage to Turkey.
relation to Europe, the other pole of its interests.
would be the essential link to a revived and recovering Middle East.

not fail to contribute to Turkeyv's prosperity and cordial relations with all its

neighbors.

The Kurds, then, rather than being an obstacle to Turkey's relations

either to the Middle East or Europe, could provide the critical opportunity to
develop both. Turkey has every reason to make friends of the Kurds: to act as
cooperative funnel for help to the imperilled Kurds of Iraq, encouraging the
allies of the United Nations coalition to protect them; to cultivate and support
the greatest possible freedom of cultural expression among the Xurds of Turkey
itself, thus giving that community reason to be glad of their place in Turkish
society and to turn away from terrorism and separatism; to open its diplomatic
conversation with the other neighboring countries, Syria and Iran, with some
encouragement to accord similar treatment to their own Kurdish minorities; and
in this way to maintain the stability of borders and prevent the eruption of
such emotive nationalistic passions as have agitated the Kurds through all the

decades of repression.
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This panel's interest goes primarily to the human rights situation of the
embattled Kurdish population of Northern Iraq. And yet the primary thing to be
said just now, for all the horrors and actual genocidal attacks that this people
has suffered in recent years, even for several years before their abortive rebellion
of March, 1991, is that these people have just had a free and democratic election,
despite the terrible dangers and pressures under which they live.

The Kurds are enormously proud of this accomplishment. It is a striking
exception in their region, which is not familiar with democratic elections, and
they understand themselves as setting a model for their neighbors and for their
fellow citizens of Iraq.

1. The Endangerment of the Kurds in Iraq:

You will doubtless be familiar already with the reports of Dr. Kanan
Makiya (broadcast in February on PBS), and of Mr. Peter Galbraith of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee staff, as well as the regular reporting of the Middle
East Watch and of other private organizations that have monitored the human rights
violations in Iraq against all communities, in particular against the Kurds. These
have shown a consistent pattern of repression of the Kurds since 1975, rising to
the extremes of full-scale genocide since late 1987, in the campaign which the
Iraqi government, with blasphemous reference to a Koranic concept, labeled "al-
Ansar." You will have seen the documented account issued by the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK: the Talabani party) late in 1989, of the destruction by Iraqi
government forces of 4,000 Kurdish villages, to which I wrote a preface. At that
time we knew that great numbers of people had disappeared or were unaccounted for,
but did not know what had happened to them. It was Dr. Makiya's researches, and
the discovery of the vast archive of official records kept by the Iraqi secret
police and discovered last year by the Kurds during their rebellion, that let us
know these people had generally been murdered.
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Numbers of those killed in the Iraqi attacks on the Kurds are still hard
to come by pending the fuller examination of the government archives, some of
which have recently come to the United States, but it is already clear that a
major proportion of the Kurdish population either had already been killed or were
slated for murder. Destruction of villages continued right up to July of 1990,
just before the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, and even the substantial city of Rawanduz
had been barefacedly informed that it was about to be destroyed, and its water and
electric services were peremptorily cut off in preparation for its doom.

Everyone has heard of the 1988 poison gas attack on the town of Halabjah.
It is less well known that poison gas attacks on villages and towns had already begun
in 1987, and continued well after the time of the Halabjah attack, particularly on
villages between Sulaimaniyah and Shaqlawa. In company with Ms Margery Farrar of
Congressman Tom Lantos' staff, I saw the ruins of several of these villages last month,
in many cases with the former inhabitants beginning to return to sett up tents or
primitive shelter on the ruins of their former homes. At the large, and completely
devastated, village of Hinar in the Hoshnawetti Valley, we saw an unexploded napalm
bomb and a gas canister bomb (complete with its Russian label -- photographs). I was
helped, in my passage through Ankara, by a young Kurd, Marwan Majid, who still carries
in his face steel shrapnel fragments from the air raid that destroyed Hinar.

Everywhere in the Iraqi Kurdish countryside one sees the menacing army
fortresses, vast rectangular stone buildings with corner turrets, the sites of the
torture, firing squad executions and other brutalities attested by videotapes that
were found in them, and the assembly points at which whole populations of villages
and towns were gathered to be trucked off to mass executions in bulldozed pits.
Just by ome of these bases, at Atrush in the region of Dahuk, a mass grave was
found last month from just the previous year, during the suppression of the Kurdish
rising. People had been forced into a bulldozed pit, their bodies simply dynamited
and bulldozed over. This is the treatment accorded to its Kurdish citizens by the
government of Iraq, which still surrounds the Kurdish controlled area with its
army, sporadically shells towns and villages, and is poised to return with further
genocidal fury as soon as the protection afforded by the U.N. Coalition is withdrawn.

Since last October, Iraq has blockaded the Kurdish area, preventing food,
medicine or fuel from getting to its Kurdish citizens, in defiance of Security
Council Resolutions, and has refused payment of Iraqi Civil Service salaries to
the administrators of the Kurdish area, effectively forfeiting its administrative
jurisdiction over this territory, by the government's own rather than by any Kurdish
action.

I leave this section very impressionistic, recording my own observations of
only a week's time in the area, since the underlying conditions have been so fully
documented by others.

2. The Election.

To hold an unprecedented democratic election under these circumstances was
a courageous action. A young man I met down in Sulaimaniyah, Azad Ali, expressed
it in a way that registered strongly with me. He wanted to know, a couple of days
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before the election, what people in the United States thought of the Kurds. He
did not want his people to be thought of as these poor sufferers to whom any
number of terrible things had been done inr ecent times: please send food. He
wanted the problem of the Kurds to be seen, instead, as a political question,
their rights as a people.

Of the election, he said that it didn't even matter who would win: they
would all win as the Kurdish people, simply by having the election. He knew that
the Kurdish leadership needed to come out of the elction united, and was confident
that it would. But the example of the Kurds' election was the only one to be seen
in the Middle East: a good, thoroughly free and democratic election. It should
indeed change the perception of the Kurds in the eyes of Americans and other free
peoples. These are not simply victim people exposed to the awesome vengeance of
an evil dictator, if only we free his hand to strike them, though of course they
are that. But these are also the people who, in the face of that adversity, held
the first real election to be seen in their region.

You will have heard reports of the postponement of the election from May 17
to May 19 because the party leaderships got nervous about the indelible ink intended
to identify those who had already voted. 1In the absence of fully registered voter
lists, only an identity card certifying a person as a resident of Kurdish Iraq could
be required at the voting station, and that left the electoral process very dependent
on the ink. Some reports and claims circulated after the election that there had
been further trouble with the ink, and instances of double voting. As one of the
official observers, I can testify that there was no significant or organized double
voting of this sort. I visited seven voting stations in and around the town of Aqra,
one of them, Bardarash, the closest of any voting station to the Iraqi Army lines,
the army and its artillery quite visible along the ridge of a hill just two kilometers
away, overlooking the town. I saw the fingers dipped in the ink, which turned them a
dark purple. By the following day I began to see a few forefingers becoming reasonable
clean, and heard of a cleaning agent locally available, with an alcohol base, that
would remove much of the ink. Even so, fingernails remained very deeply colored,
and especially the rim of the fingernail. This was an extremely difficult ink to
remove, and these were not people inclined to cheat. I don't believe there was any
widespread or organized double voting on that basis. I heard the same report consistentl
from other observers who had been in different parts of the country, and the observation
of the election was very broad, some forty six of us in the Meadowcroft group each
covering a comparable number of voting stations.

There have been reports, too -- I think of Jim Muir's column in the May 29
Middle East International -- that the observation of the election was not totally
comprehensive, as of course it was not, and I can offer some information on that
as well. When Michael Meadowcroft assigned me stations to monitor, he could see
the distances on the map but did not foresee the desperate condition of roads
between them. The result was that, starting at Aqra, I was unable, within the
available time (sixteen full hours that the polls were open) to cover the stations
assigned to me at Sarsang, Ziraf and Amadiyah. An attempt to do so would have meant
spending almost the entire day on the road and very little at the polling stationms.
And so, besides my assigned stations in Aqra town and outlying Sharmin, I went to
polling stations at Rovia, Bardarash, Kirdesin, Dinartha and Bejel. The result of
this bit of disorganization was to give my observation of the polls a character
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of randomness that in fact enhanced rather than detracted from its objectivity.

The one truly defective characteristic of the election was a lack of
secrecy in the voting. I found this immediately when I began my rounds, and
discovered that my experience was duplicated by all the other observers I met
afterwards. The common procedure was that people would come up to a desk with
a judge or other official, ask how to proceed in voting for the party or candidate
for the leadership of their choice, and mark their two ballots (one for a party,
with color emblems for the six parties, the other for leader, with photographs of
the four candidates to choose from, each ballot put in a separate box) right out
in front of everybody. I tried to remonstrate about this at my first station,
Sharmin, and even arranged a way of using the available space that would make it
possible to vote in secret. But I met the argument that these were simple people,
many of them illiterate, who needed and would ask for "help," and I realized that
my improvised way of providing for secret balloting would not last beyond the moment
I left the station. At Zoria, I found the judge herself was the one helping people
mark their ballots, and she could hardly be approached to talk about this without
stopping the whole process of voting. The disposition of furnishings at the polling
stations generally made this a wholly intractable problem. I did in fact find one
exception to this lack of secrecy: at the Bardarash polling station, right under the
Iraqi guns, the maintenance of secrecy was admirable, and an indication that the
Kurds could do this if properly prepared and instructed. I thought, at the time,
that this might be characteristic of a somewhat more urbanized center, and so expected
to find the secrecy better observed, again, in the larger town of Aqra; but I was
disappointed, and found the Aqra station as bad as any other in this regard.

Instead, I concentrated my attention on determining whether this lack of
secrecy was in fact diminishing the freedom of the vote. At each polling station
there was a party observer for each of the parties contesting the election, to all
of whom I was introduced. I made a point of getting each party observer aside
individually at each of my seven stations, explaining the whole theory and advantage
of the secret ballot and the ways in which lack of secrecy can diminish freedom, and
then asked each of them if his party's voters were fully free to vote for it, and
whether he found the arrangement fair to his party as it was being carried out. 1In
every instance, I got a positive answer, that anyone could vote freely for any of
the parties and that the arrangement was being carried out fairly. I can believe
that. I'm sure that, before the next election held by the Kurds, there should be
a concentrated education campaign on ballot secrecy and its importance, and great
attention to the arrangements for secrecy at each station. But for this election
everyone came out proclaiming his or her party, in a great number of cases coming
to the polls dressed festively in the colors of the chosen party. I saw partisans
of one party helping voters cast their vote for other parties, and people uninhibitedly
voting for a full diversity of parties in the sight of everyone else. One woman,
told that she should dip her finger in the indelible ink, wanted to know: "Which
finger for Talabani?" I was convinced that the lack of secrecy had not significantly
limited the freedom of choice in this election, as seriously as I took the lack of
secrecy and advocated-close attention to preserving it in subsequent elections.

But the outstanding characteristic of this election was its sheer enthusiasm.
We observers were asked, among other things, to estimate how long it took people to
vote once they arrived at the polling station. This varied greatly, according to
the adequacy of arrangements made in different places. But in the end this also
did not matter, because in fact practically all the voters were out at the polls
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early, at 6 or 7 in the morning for an 8 o'clock opening, and they stayed all day.
The election was a great celebratory party, in which all participated for the full
day.

In four of my seven stations, making improvisatory arrangements for an
election process they had never experienced before, people provided that all the
women would vote first. The men stood or sat outside on the grass (all the polling
stations I saw were schools), generally until about noontime, before the women
were all through the line. Then the women waited outside while the men lined up
for the afternoon, everyone celebrating the event exultantly the whole while. The
same scene, of everyonme staying at the station all day, obtained even in the one
polling station where there were two simultaneous lines, one for men and one for women,
and in the remaining two where everyone voted as they came.

Integrity of the election? I feel I can very seriously vouch for it, from
my own experience and from the testimony of others who worked, like me, in the
Meadowcroft monitoring exercise. I haven't seen yet a final report from the
Electoral Reform Society, b ut I am sure we will all have that available to us.
That the election was so evenly divided as to leave the two major parties in full
need of each other's cooperation neither surprises nor disturbs me. I even find
it the best result I could look for, as the Kurds cannot do without the leadership
of either major group.

3. The Human Rights Prospects of the Kurds After the Election.

The Kurds are as endangered now as they ever were. At six-month intervals
the question of the continuing presence of Coalition (mainly U.S. and British) planes
overflying the Kurdish area from the Turkish air base at Incirlik comes up again for
decision. The continuing presence of representatives from U.N. agencies comes up
for review at roughly the same intervals. Without this very tenuous protection,
the Kurds will be exposed again to the Iraqi army and, quite simply, genocide.

The continuance of the American air activity depends on the continued willingness
of the government of Turkey, which has reason to be nervous of the whole situation.

This is the central question and problem of Kurdish politics, the reason
for holding this election between the two major parties, and the source of the
most serious contention that exists between them.

The Kurdish parties agreed among themselves, when they established the
common organs of the Kurdistan Front in 1988, that they would not be separatists
or seek independence of Iraq, or constitute any threat to the stability of the
international borders in the area. (It is because the Kurds of Southeastern Turkey,
who have not had the experience of tragedy that the Iraqi Kurds have suffered, have
not drawn the same conclusion, that the Turks are so nervous of the Kurds.) This
renunciation of separatism is not simply a policy of the leaders. They have gone
great lengths to popularize it, and build it roots in popular opinion. Of course,
if independent development were an available option, people would want it. But
they know it is not an available option, and accept that. "Realism, not Maximalism"
is a common slogan that one sees displayed by various parties. For all they have
suffered from the government of dictator Saddam Hussein, the Kurds bear no grudge
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against their Arab neighbors in Iraq. In fact, one of the principal obstacles

to the Kurds' coming to an accomodation with the government in Baghdad is their
realization that Saddam Hussein wants to exact from them, as part of the cost of

any accomodation, that the Kurds should betray the trust of the democratic opposition
among the Arabs Sunni and Shiites of Iraq. That the Kurds have been unwilling to do,
because they understand clearly that the one best hope for their safety and freedom
is a democratic Iraq, to which they are committed.

Nonetheless, the great dividing question in Kurdish politics is whether or
not to seek accomodation with Baghdad. The central question in all this is quite
simple, and very disturbing for ourselves in the United States. It is: what will
the United States do? Will the United States stand by passively once again, as it
did in 1975 and did again for a long month of 1991, and permit another Iraqi genocidal
attack on the Kurds? From the Kurdish point of view, this looks like the most probable
response to expect from the United States. The only inducement they see that might
keep the United States from simply looking the other way is the prospect that all
the Iraqi Kurds would once again take to the mountains and be pouring across the
TUrkish and Iranian borders as they were last year.

And so the question that has to be answered: should the Kurds be seeking
an accomodation with Baghdad, knowing as well as they do how little trust they can
put in any promises made by the government of Saddam Hussein? Or should they put
their bets instead on the prospect that the Coalition, the West, the United Nations,
the United States, would do something to prevent a genocide, knowing as well as they
do how little trust they can put in these quarters? The dilemma, in crude terms, is
this: which can they trust less, Saddam Hussein or the United States?

Those of us in this room will not give the ultimate answer to that question
in our own names, but we do have out degrees of influence. What has been done to the
Kurds of Iraq should not be done to any people. But we should keep in mind that we
are not speaking here simply of victim people. These courageous people are the ones
who ahve carried out the first truly democratic election in their region, have given,
in friendship, an example of freedom to their neighboring peoples and to their
suffering Arab fellow-citizens of Iraq, for whom they wish what they want for them-
selves: democracy. These are the people who know that their fate, their survival or
their deliverance to genocide, depends on whether the American people decide it is
more politic to turn a blind eye.
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