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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 12, 1991

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning the
plight of the Shia of southern Irag. He, too, is distressed by
the fact that Saddam Hussein is diverting relief shipments and
causing widespread destruction of holy Islamic sites.

We have discussed both issues in recent meetings with
representatives of Iragi Shia opposition groups and in the United
Nations. It is very clear that Saddam Hussein has not complied
with U.N. Security Council resolutions. Through the United
Nations, we are urging the Iragi government to cooperate fully
with humanitarian agencies to allow immediate access to all those
in need of assistance in this region.

This Administration is prepared to do more as the situation
requires. We continue to work closely with other governments and
international agencies to coordinate humanitarian assistance
efforts. We have drawn the attention of the Government of Iraqg
to the fact that U.N. Security Council Resolution 688 applies to
the entire country and to all Iragis. U.S. policy will continue
to emphasize our vision of a democratic, tolerant Iraqg which
respects the rights of all its citizens, including Shia, and
lives at peace with its neighbors.

Sincerely,

SO

Brent Scowcroft

The Honorable John D. Dingell
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

5489
July 30, 1991 ‘
Vi
ACTION L FYy
MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT
THROUGH : RICHARD N. HAASS Mooy 5,
FROM: BRUCE O. RIEDELM/ has sogn "o
SUBJECT: Letter to Congressman John D. Dingell

Congressman Dingell wrote the President (Tab:ﬂj expressing
concern that the Shia in southern Iragq have not been given the
same humanitarian attention as the Kurds in the north have
received. His letter also points out that holy places are being
damaged and Shia religious figures imprisoned and abused. He
requests that the President expeditiously provide emergency
assistance to the Shia community.

Attached at Tab I is a reply to a letter from Congressman Dingell
(Tab II). It thanks the Congressman for his letter and informs
him about how the President is responding to Irag’s inequitable
distribution of humanitarian relief to the Shia in southern Iragq.
Fred McClure sent an interim response on the President’s behalf
{Tap-IXII): .

Concurrence by Mi ﬁﬂgbs
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to Congressman Dingel at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Reply to Congressman Dingell
Tab: TZT Letter from Congressman Dingell

Tab. I1I Interim response from Fred McClure



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Congressman Dingell: /6A;. )
Thank you for your recent letter to the Presi ent concerning the
plight of the Shia of southern Iraqg. <k tog), am distressed by
the fact that Saddam Hussein is diverting Yelief shipments and
causing widespread destruction of holy Isfdamic sites.

We have discussed both issues in recent/ meetings with
representatives of Iraqgi Shia oppositjon groups and in the United
Nations. It is very clear that Sadd Hussein has not complied
with U.N. Security Council resolutigns. Through the United
Nations, we are urging the Iraqi g@gvernment to cooperate fully
with humanitarian agencies to allgpw immediate access to all those
in need of assistance in this refion.

This Administration is prepar to do more as the situation
requires. We continue to work closely with other governments and
international agencies to cofrdinate humanitarian assistance
efforts. We have drawn the/attention of the Government of Irag
to the fact that U.N. Secufity Council Resolution 688 applies to
the entire country and tofall Iragis. U.S. policy will continue
to emphasize our vision Apf a democratic, tolerant Irag which
respects the rights of All its citizens, including Shia, and
lives at peace with itg neighbors.

Sincerely,
Brent Scowcroft

The Honorab
House of R
Washingt

John D. Dingell
resentatives
;s D.C. 20515



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

5489

Judy-307-1991

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT

THROUGH : RICHARD N. HAASS
FROM: BRUCE O. RIEDE
SUBJECT: Letter to Congressman gohn D. Dingell

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum
a draft reply (Tab A) to a lettey (Tab B) from Congressman
Dingell. It thanks the Congresgman for his letter and informs
him about how the President isf/responding to Iraq’s inequitable
distribution of humanitarian Felief to the Shia in southern Iraq.
Fred McClure sent an interim/response (Tab II) on the President’s
behalf.

or the President that forwards

Concurrence by Mike Andri
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the mepgOrandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memo £o0 the President
Tab A Reply to Congressman Dingell
Tab B Letter from Congressman Dingell
Tab L1 Inferim response from Fred McClure



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON 5483

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT
SUBJECT: Reply to Congressman John D. /Dingell
Purpose

To thank Congressman Dingell for his JYetter concerning the plight
of Iragi Shia and to reassure him thdt you and the international
community are intent on seeing that/the humanitarian needs of

these innocent civilians are met.

Background

Congressman Dingell wrote to you (Tab B) expressing concern that
the Shia in southern Irag haye not been given the same
humanitarian attention as tHe Kurds in the north have received.
His letter also points out/that holy places are being damaged and
Shia religious figures imprisoned and abused. He requests that
you expeditiously provid¢ emergency assistance to the Shia
community.

RECOMMENDATTION

That you sign the atftached reply at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Reply to Congressman Dingell
Tab B Letter from Congressman Dingell

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Congressman Dingell:

the plight
o am
Hussein is
Ausing

fslamic sites.

Thank you for your letter concerning
of the Shia of southern Iraq. I tg
distressed by the fact that Sadda
diverting relief shipments and
widespread destruction of holy

We have discussed both issueg
with representatives of Irag
groups and in the United Ngtions. It is very
clear that Saddam Husseinjhas not complied with
U.N. Security Council regolutions. Through the
United Nations we are uyging the Iraqgi
government to cooperatg fully with humanitarian
agencies to allow immgdiate access to all those
in need of assistance’ in this region.

in recent meetings
Shia opposition

My Administration :
situation requiresda

prepared to do more as the
We continue to work closely
with other governfients and international
agencies to coordinate humanitarian assistance
efforts. We haye drawn the attention of the
Government of Jraqg to the fact that U.N.
Security Coungil Resolution 688 applies to the
entire country and to all Iragis. U.S. policy
will continu¢ to emphasize our vision of a
democratic, ftolerant Irag which respects the
rights of all its citizens, including Shia, and
lives at pgace with its neighbors.

Sincerely,

bnorable John D. Dingell
4 of Representatives
ington, D.C. 20515



July 16, 1991

Dear John:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President expressing your support for
providing emergency assistance to the Shiite Moslem community in southern Iraq in
light of continued atrocities in that country.

We appreciate being advised of your concern for the welfare of the Shia people in
Iraq. Please know that I have shared your comments with President Bush. I have
also provided your remarks to the President's national security and foreign policy
advisors so that they, too, are aware of your recommendations.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable John D. Dingell
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:TBA:

bee:  w/ copy of inc to NSC - for Direct Response
bee:  w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - FYI
bee:  w/ copy of inc to Dept. of Defense - FYI
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Q IN LENAWEE DIAL
/ 263-2422
The Honorable George Bush
The President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am contacting you on behalf of the Moslem community of my
district to urge you to mitigate the desperate plight of the
Shi'ite Moslem community in southern Iraq.

Operation Provide Comfort was an expedient and vigorous
response by your Administration to check the alarming deprivation
of Kurdish refugees in the North. Now, however, our attention
must turn toward the South, where the once valiant Shia community
has become a pillaged and enfeebled, disease-ridden people.

Ssaddam Hussein is presently systematically ravaging the
shrines and Holy cities of Najaf and Karabla, and has imprisoned
and denied medical attention to the Shi'ite Moslem global
religious leader Grand Ayatullah Al Khoei. These abuses are an
affront to the sacred religion of the Shia people.

Given the recent display of President Hussein's renewed
belligerence, the international community should insist upon the
protection of the Holy cities and demand the immediate release
and treatment of the Grand Ayatullah. On behalf of my
constituents, and the 250 million Shias worldwide, I request that
you ask the United Nations Security Council to take austere
action against this obdurate dictator.

Also, due to Allied bombing of electric power plants, the
Shia community's water purification and sewage pumping systems
have been severely disabled. Raw waste currently fills the
streets and flows unchecked into rivers used for drinking water.
This pollution has spawned a host of infectious diseases,
including typhoid, hepatitis, and meningitis. In addition, the
Shias are afflicted with severe malnutrition.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



The Honorable George Bush July 12, 1991
Page 2

The Ba'ath government is not addressing these acute
afflictions. Indeed, just as Hussein maliciously destroyed the
Holy cities and incarcerated the Grand Ayatullah, his regime
inflicts and perpetuates this suffering as well. It is reported
that Hussein may actually be withholding available food supplies
from the Shias, perhaps to avenge their fierce post-war
opposition to his regime.

I understand that the U.S. Department of State is finalizing
a proposal to provide emergency assistance to the Shia community
of Southern Irag. I urge you, Mr. President, to act expedi-
tiously to end the offenses against the Islamic culture and
provide essential relief for the impoverished and debilitated
Shia people.

With every good wish,

cerely yours,

n D. Dingell
ember of Congress

cel
cc: The Honorable James Baker, Secretary of State
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July 16, 1991

Dear John:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President expressing your support for
providing emergency assistance to the Shiite Moslem community in southern Iraq in

light of continued atrocities in that country.

We appreciate being advised of your concern for the welfare of the Shia people in
Iraq. Please know that I have shared your comments with President Bush. I have
also provided your remarks to the President's national security and foreign policy

advisors so that they, too, are aware of your recommendations.
Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable John D. Dingell
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:TBA:

bee: w/ copy of inc to NSC - for Direct Response
bee:  w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - FYI
bee: w/ copy of inc to Dept. of Defense - FYI
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Dear Mr. President:

Se w9
COMMITTEES:

CHAIRMAN
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
COMMERCE
CHAIRMAN
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT
AND INVESTIGATIONS

OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY
ASSESSMENT

MIGRATORY BIRD
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

I am contacting you on behalf of the Moslem community of my
district to urge you to mitigate the desperate plight of the

Shi'ite Moslem community in southern Iraq.

Operation Provide Comfort was an expedient and vigorous
response by your Administration to check the alarming deprivation
of Kurdish refugees in the North. Now, however, our attention
must turn toward the South, where the once valiant Shia community
has become a pillaged and enfeebled, disease-ridden people.

Saddam Hussein is presently systematically ravaging the
shrines and Holy cities of Najaf and Karabla, and has imprisoned
and denied medical attention to the Shi'ite Moslem global
religious leader Grand Ayatullah Al Khoei. These abuses are an

affront to the sacred religion of the Shia people.

Given the recent display of President Hussein's renewed
belligerence, the international community should insist upon the
protection of the Holy cities and demand the immediate release

and treatment of the Grand Ayatullah. On behalf of my

constituents, and the 25C million Shias worldwide, I request that
you ask the United Nations Security Council to take austere

action against this obdurate dictator.

Also, due to Allied bombing of electric power plants, the
Shia community's water purification and sewage pumping systems
have been severely disabled. Raw waste currently fills the
streets and flows unchecked into rivers used for drinking water.
This pollution has spawned a host of infectious diseases,
including typhoid, hepatitis, and meningitis. 1In addition, the

Shias are afflicted with severe malnutrition.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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The Honorable George Bush July 12, 1991
Page 2

The Ba'ath government is not addressing these acute
afflictions. Indeed, just as Hussein maliciously destroyed the
Holy cities and incarcerated the Grand Ayatullah, his regime
inflicts and perpetuates this suffering as well. It is reported
that Hussein may actually be withholding available food supplies
from the Shias, perhaps to avenge their fierce post-war
opposition to his regime.

I understand that the U.S. Department of State is finalizing
a proposal to provide emergency assistance to the Shia community
of Southern Iraq. I urge you, Mr. President, to act expedi-
tiously to end the offenses against the Islamic culture and
provide essential relief for the impoverished and debilitated
Shia people.

With every good wish,

cerely yours,

n D. Dingell
ember of Congress

cel
cc: The Honorable James Baker, Secretary of State



