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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 11, 1991

hes
Dear Mr airman:

Thank you for your letter to the President
regarding an independent commission to
help us harvest the lessons of the Gulf
War.

In principle I think this idea has a great
deal of merit, but -- as you know --
Defense is already in the process of
responding to a vVery comprehensive set of
questions posed by Congress in the
Supplemental Authorization Bill and an
interim report is due in a few weeks. We
really need to have the benefit of this
effort before we can decide if an
independent commission could make any
significant, additional contribution.

Sincerely,

By

Brent Scowcroft

The Honorable Les Aspin
Chairman

Committee on Armed Services
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet
(George Bush Library)

Document No.
and Type

01. Memo Case Number 234671

Subject/Title of Document

| From Michael Hayden to Brent Scowcroft

' Date A Restriction

6/5/91 P-5

Re: Response to Congressman Aspin (1 pp.)

WCollection:'

Record Group:  Bush Presidential Records
Office:
Series: Subject File - C.F.
Subseries:

WHORM Cat.:

File Location:

FG999
Case Number 234671

Records Management, White House Office of (WHORM)

Date Closed: 9/25/2007

OA/ID Number: 00002-001

FOIA/SYS Case #:
Re-review Case #:
P-2/P-5 Review Case #:

1998-0099-F

Appeal Case #:
Appeal Disposition:

| Disposition Date:

AR Case #:
AR Disposition:
| AR Disposition Date:

' MR Case #:
MR Disposition:
| MR Disposition Date:

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

P-1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA]

P-2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]

P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA|

P-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA]

P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA]

P-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of
gift.

PRM. Removed as a personal record misfile.

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

(b)(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
(b)(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an
agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

(b)(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

(b)(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

(b)(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

(b)(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

(b)(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

(b)(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information




SIGNED s
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL < .
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

Natl Sec Acivigoy
hasseun
June 5, 1991

ACTION Brot: /A we At dive s,
MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT [ Ho Frasidiug wal L
THROUGH : ARNOLD KANTERA- Fresctidat Commmiic | Aa.

\}f naadyp o ia# .fu
FROM: MICHAEL HAYDEN k

Ao~ -

SUBJECT: Response to Congressman Aspin

Les Aspin followed up his public call for a “"strategic bombing
survey" to assess the lessons of the Gulf War with a letter to
the President advocating the same approach. Fred McClure has
sent a copy of the Aspin letter to you for a direct reply.

There is great merit in what Aspin is suggesting. As he says, an
independent body headed by civilians of impeccable reputation
could do much to extract the right lessons from the war and
reinforce the nation’s commitment to a strong defense. Not
unexpectedly, however, neither the Chairman nor Secretary Cheney
want any "help" in shaping our future forces. A Presidential
Commission, as Aspin is suggesting, could only be formed at White
House insistence over their objections.

Right now DoD is answering a Congressional requirement to provide
a comprehensive report on the conduct of the Gulf War. An
interim reply is due on July 1. It will likely be perceived as a
DoD "house document" and the Congressional tasking looks backward
far more than it looks out to the future. Nonetheless, DoD is
making an honest effort to answer the mail and our proposed
response to Aspin recommends we await this report to see if any
"bombing survey" is needed.

The draft note to Apsin is plain vanilla but, absent a decision
to go forward with an independent commission, there is little
more we should put in writing right now. Given the sensitivities
of this issue, you may even be more comfortable discussing this
privately with Aspin rather than responding in writing at all.

Concurrences by: Sandfi;phégies and Virng}é\Lampley.
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to Congressman Aspin at Tab I.
Attachments

Tab I Proposed Letter to Congressman Aspin
Tab II Note from Fred McClure with Aspin Letter Attached



May 3, 1991

Dear Les:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President regarding the establishment of an
independent commission to examine U.S. military operations that resulted in the
success of Operation Desert Storm.

We appreciate your suggestion. Please know that I have shared your comments with
several of the President's advisors on this matter so that they, too, are aware of your
recommendations.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Les Aspin
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:TSB:

bee:  w/ copy of inc to NSC - for Direct Response
bee:  w/ copy of inc to Dept. of Defense - FYI
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Dear Mr. President:

P
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RUDY pEe LEON, STAFF DIRECTOR

I believe you should consider appointing an independent
commission to examine the planning and execution of U.S. military
operations that resulted in victory in the war against Irag. The
Defense Department and its many components are deeply engaged in
assessing various aspects of Operations Desert Shield and

Desert Storm.

These will be wvaluable.

But the nation needs a

comprehensive, objective review from an overall perspective that

cuts across service lines and is not bound to any one

organizational approach.

The review should have three main goals.

First,

it should

analyze the ingredients of our military success in the Gulf,
including the contribution of specific military strategies,
tactics, weapons and support capabilities to accomplishing our

military objectives.

in our preparations, planning and performance.
examine the likely relevance of the Persian Gulf experience to
other conflicts to help ensure that we do not over-generalize

from the specific circumstance of this war.

Second, it should identify any weak spots

it should

Your August 2, 1990, Aspen speech emphasized the changes in
the world that have caused your administration to begin to

rethink U.S. national military strategy.

The Gulf war has

provided the nation an opportunity to examine how to shape a
strategy and develop a military posture that focuses on the
regional conflicts you identify as a major concern in the future.
The review I am suggesting is intended to take advantage of this

opportunity.

An independent ccmmission, possibly structured along the
lines of the World War II U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey, is a

promising approach.

It could initially report to the President



The President
April 30, 1991
Page two

and the Congress on a classified basis and then to the American
people in a clear and comprehensive report on the war.

If, as was the case with the Bombing Survey, the commission
is headed by civilians of impeccable reputation and supported by
talented, knowledgeable staff, its findings and conclusions will
achieve a credibility with_the Congress and the American people.
I am certain that the reglilt w reinforce the nation's
commitment to a strong g Ee pogsture in the future.
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