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May 20, 1992

Dear Curt:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President
expressing your support for conducting a formal war
crimes tribunal over Iraqi treatment of Kuwaiti citizens
during the Gulf conflict.

We appreciate being advised of your support for such
action. I have shared your letter with the President's
national security and foreign policy advisors for their
review and consideration.

Thank you again for writing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Nicholas E. Calio
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Curt Weldon
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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The Honorable George Bush
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1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

Today I received a very detailed report of human rights abuses
during the Iraqgi occupation of Kuwait. 1In particular, this
exhaustive investigation, conducted by the internationally-respected
firm Kroll Associates, Inc. dealt with allegations concerning the
deaths of babies and disabled persons in Kuwaiti hospitals in
August, 1990.

As you know, there have been those who have questioned whether
these deaths actually occured. The Kroll investigation, consisting
of over 250 interviews conducted over nine weeks, proves
conclusively that seven babies were killed when Iraqi soldiers
unplugged the incubators at Al-Jahra and Al-Adan hospitals.

Last August 1, I chaired a hearing of the the House Task Force
on Kuwait to determine the feasibility of trying Saddam Hussein as a
war criminal. At that hearing, it was discovered that the primary
evidence (eyewitness accounts, documents, etc.) of war crimes by
Iraq was being gathered in a haphazard fashion by a variety of
American and Kuwaiti sources.

All at the hearing agreed that if a formal war crimes tribunal
were to be convened, the evidence would have to be impeccable. In
the aftermath of that hearing, I was critical of both our State
Department as well as the Kuwaiti government for not doing enough to
document Iragi war crimes.

I think you will agree that the Kroll investigation provides us
the kind of substantive, first-person evidence that is required to
build a case against Saddam. Coupled with the evidence of torture
to American prisoners of war, which the U.S. Defense Department has
compiled in an exemplary fashion, this report can form the basis for
a case against Iraq.

I would strongly urge that the United States immediately call
for a formal war crimes tribunal. Since Operation Desert Storm was
conducted under the auspices of the United Nations, the U.N.
Security Council is the logical convener of such a hearing. Indeed,
U.N. Security Council resolution 674 (passed on October 29, 1990),
invites member states to prepare evidence of breaches of
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international law by Iraq.

Under international law, the United States in fact is obligated
to call for a war crimes tribunal. We are a signatory nation to
Article 146 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which unequivocally
states that those guilty of "grave breaches" of international
conduct must be tried or extradited.

Mr. President, I am confident that this report presents us with
the opprtunity we have been looking for. It seems that we finally

have solid, irrefutable evidence of Iraqi war crimes. Now is the
time to push ahead. Thank you.

Sincerely,

7).
Gt~

Member of Congress

CW/amb
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1992

Jwﬂ

Dear Congressman Weldon:

Thank you for your letter to the President of May 15, 1992
concerning Iraq’s human rights abuses. We share your abhorrence
of Iraq’s record in Kuwait and in the handling of coalition
prisoners in Desert Storm. We have reviewed the Kroll
investigation of Iraqg’s role in the deaths of Kuwaiti infants,
prepared for the Kuwaiti government, and I think the outrage
expressed by the President over Iraqgi behavior in occupied Kuwait
in the fall of 1990 has been fully vindicated.

We have taken action to gather other evidence of Saddam’s human
rights abuses. As you may know, American forces in Turkey
assisted in the transport of Iraqi government documents captured
by Kurdish forces from northern Iraqg to the United States last
month. These documents will now be carefully reviewed by several
organizations to expose Saddam’s massive abuse of the human
rights of the citizens of northern Iraqg in the last decade. The
United States has also worked closely with the United Nations
Special Rapporteur for Iraq, Ambassador Max Van der Stoel, who is
compiling extensive reports on Saddam’s abuses of his own people.

We will keep the issue of war crimes tribunals under review as
the documentary record of Saddam’s tyranny builds. At the
appropriate time this matter could move to center stage and bring
to account those most responsible for these acts of inhumanity.
Thank you again for writing.

Sincerely,

B

Brent Scowcroft

The Honorable Curt Weldon
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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May 20, 1992

Dear Curt:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President
expressing your support for conducting a formal war
crimes tribunal over Iragi treatment of Kuwaiti citizens
during the Gulf conflict.

We appreciate being advised of your support for such
action. I have shared your letter with the President's
national security and foreign policy advisors for their
review and consideration.

Thank you again for writing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Nicholas E. Calio
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Curt Weldon
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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Dear President Bush:

Today I received a very detailed report of human rights abuses
during the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait. In particular, this
exhaustive investigation, conducted by the 1nternatlonally-respected
firm Kroll Associates, Inc. dealt with allegations concernlng the
deaths of babies and disabled persons in Kuwaiti hospitals in
August, 1990.

As you know, there have been those who have questioned whether
these deaths actually occured. The Kroll investigation, consisting
of over 250 interviews conducted over nine weeks, proves
conclusively that seven babies were killed when Iraqi soldiers
unplugged the incubators at Al-Jahra and Al-Adan hospitals.

Last August 1, I chaired a hearing of the the House Task Force
on Kuwait to determlne the feasibility of trying Saddam Hussein as a
war criminal. At that hearing, it was discovered that the primary
evidence (eyewitness accounts, documents, etc.) of war crimes by
Iraq was being gathered in a haphazard fashlon by a variety of
American and Kuwaiti sources.

All at the hearing agreed that if a formal war crimes tribunal
were to be convened, the evidence would have to be impeccable. 1In
the aftermath of that hearing, I was critical of both our State
Department as well as the Kuwaiti government for not doing enough to
document Iraqi war crimes.

I think you will agree that the Kroll 1nvest1gat10n provides us
the kind of substantive, first-person evidence that is required to
build a case agalnst Saddam. Coupled with the evidence of torture
to American prisoners of war, which the U.S. Defense Department has
compiled in an exemplary fashion, this report can form the basis for
a case against Iraq.

I would strongly urge that the United States immediately call
for a formal war crimes tribunal. Since Operation Desert Storm was
conducted under the auspices of the United Nations, the U.N.
Security Council is the logical convener of such a hearing. Indeed,
U.N. Security Council resolution 674 (passed on October 29, 1990),
invites member states to prepare evidence of breaches of
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international law by Iraq.

Under international law, the United States in fact is obligated
to call for a war crimes tribunal. We are a signatory nation to
Article 146 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which unequivocally
states that those guilty of "grave breaches" of international
conduct must be tried or extradited.

Mr. President, I am confident that this report presents us with
the opprtunity we have been looking for. It seems that we finally

have solid, irrefutable evidence of Iraqgi war crimes. Now is the
time to push ahead. Thank you.

Sincerely,

// )
it~

Member of Congress

CW/amb
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