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June 24, 1991

Dear Congressman Penny:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President expressing your concern for the
children of Iraq who are now vulnerable to disease and malnutrition.

We appreciate being advised of your interest in having a portion of Iraq's frozen
funds released to UNICEF for medical and humanitarian assistance for the Iraqi
citizens. Please know that I have shared your comments with President Bush. In
addition, I have provided your remarks to the President's national security and foreign
policy advisors so that they, too, are aware of your recommendations.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Timothy J. Penny
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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The President
The White House

Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. President:

Recently medical personnel from the United States visited the
war-devastated hospitals of Irag. The conditions they found there are
truly horrifying. A medical team from Harvard that visited Iraq in April
estimated that 170,000 children will die of gastrointestinal disease
complicated by malnutrition before summer’s end. A group of Arab-American
physicians who also visited the country have determined dysentery to be
the number one killer in Iraq at this time. Related diseases such as
typhoid fever and cholera, all the result of consuming contaminated food
and water, are an even greater threat than malnutrition. The ability of
medical personnel to combat these conditions has also been hampered, if
not made virtually impossible.

As pointed out in the Time article of June 10, "Watching Children
Starve to Death," the principal victims of disease and malnutrition are
the most vulnerable of the society - the Iragi children. These children
have no source of help or healing. Since many of the country’s resources
have been destroyed and its assets remain frozen, Iraqg’s ability to
respond to its own children is sadly limited.

Mr. President, you said many times during the Gulf War that our
quarrel was not with the Iragi people. We are certain that you would want
to do all in your power to save the Iragi children. Therefore, we would
respectfully propose the following course of action: that a portion of
Iraq’'s frozen assets be released to UNICEF for the sole purpose of
providing medical and humanitarian assistance to Iraqgi citizens. UNICEF
control over the funds would ensure that the medical and public health
needs of the civilian population, especially the children, would be met.
If the Iragi government wishes to use these assets to help their country’s
children, then they MUST agree to U.N. oversight and control.

We ask that you convey this request to the United Nations. We have
expressed a similar concern to Secretary Genera rez de,Cuellar.
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