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REFERENCE :

To: President Bush

From: Maxine Waters

Date: May 14, 1991

Subject'Petitions from United Muslims of America opposing U.S.

‘foreign policy towards the human suffering of the Iraqgi
people; urges ending the trade embargo against Trag

WH Referral Dated: June 6, 1991
NSCS ID# (if any): 239242

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the

proposed travel.
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Other (see remarks).
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Ms. Waters:

At the request of the White House, I am pleased to respond
to your letter of May 14, 1991, enclosing a petition from the
United Muslims of America regarding U.N. sanctions against Iraq.

Please be assured that the U.S. and other members of the
international community are sensitive to the humanitarian
concerns expressed in your letter. It was with those concerns
in mind that the U.N. Security Council exempted medical
supplies from the sanctions regime, and allowed an exception
for food where humanitarian circumstances were found to exist.
Last March, the sanctions were further modified to allow
increased amounts of humanitarian relief supplies into Iraq.
At this time, for example, there is no restriction on exports
of food to Iraq beyond a requirement to notify the U.N.

The international community has also moved swiftly to
provide donations of food and other humanitarian relief
supplies to vulnerable groups in Iraq, most notably the
displaced persons in the Northern and Southern regions fleeing
the repression of the Iraqi Government. Such donations have
been flowing in at a substantial rate over the past few months,
with U.S. contributions alone running into the hundreds of
millions of dollars. Most recently, in response to an updated
and consolidated U.N. appeal for an additional $415 million in
emrgency humanitarian aid to Iraq, the United States has
pledged $61.3 million.

A major part of the problem in bringing relief to the
neediest groups has been the Iragi Government itself. The
tremendous hardships caused by Saddam Hussein's repression of
the Kurds and Shias are well documented. On a smaller scale,
the recent diversion of U.N. food shipments to Saddam Hussein's
hometown of Tikrit is an example of the difficulties we face
with the Iraqi Government. Instead of being delivered to
hungry children and other vulnerable groups as intended, those
food supplies were channelled to Saddam's political supporters.

The Honorable
Maxine Waters,
House of Representatives.
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The liberation of Kuwait does not, unfortunately, eliminate
the threat of Iraqi aggression and instability in the region.
There are still unsettled issues: for example, the destruction
of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons in Iraq; the
return of Kuwaiti citizens and property; and the security of
displaced Iraqi citizens. The continuation of economic
sanctions is essential as a means of compelling the Iraqi
Government to respond to U.N. requirements. You may be
assured, however, that the sanctions will continue to be
administered with a careful eye on the humanitarian needs of
vulnerable groups inside Iraq.

Sincerely,

Janet G. Mullins

Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs

Enclosure:
Petition from United Muslims of America
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TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 239242

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED MAY 14, 1991
TO: PRESIDENT BUSH

FROM: THE HONORABLE MAXINE WATERS

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON DC 20515

SUBJECT: FORWARDS PETITIONS FROM UNITED MUSLIMS OF
AMERICA OPPOSING U.S. FOREIGN POLICY TOWARDS
THE HUMAN SUFFERING OF THE IRAQI PEOPLE;
URGES ENDING THE TRADE EMBARGO AGAINST IRAQ

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



May 29, 1991

Dear Maxine:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President with which you enclosed petitions
from the United Muslims of America concerning U.N. trade sanctions against Iraq.

We appreciate being advised of your concerns as well as those of your constituents.
Please know that I have shared your correspondence with the appropriate
Administration officials for their review.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Maxine Waters

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:JHH:

bee:  w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - for direct response
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May 14, 1991

President George Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write to add my voice to the concerns expressed by the United
Muslims of America in their petition to you (enclosed). We ask
that you move to end the trade embargo of Iraqg to prevent the
continuation of the inhuman conditions and suffering being
experienced by the Iragi people. The embargo currently prevents
the Iragi government from conducting the business necessary to
bring food, medical supplies and other humanitarian necessities to
its people.

Mr. President, Iraqi civilians are starving. Babies are dying
preventable deaths. The elders lack needed medicines. As a
civilized people, we can not simply debate political strategies as
if the ongoing death is an insignificant consequence.

As a humanitarian gesture, I urge you to bring an end to the
embargo. The United States fought a war that met its stated
objective -- to free Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation. It is now
time to focus on the survival of the Iraqi civilians who had
nothing to do with dictator Saddam Hussein's ruthless aggression.
We should not transform those crying out for help into pawns in the
world's battle for oil resources and political influence.

I urge you to again assume the mantle of leadership for the allies
and to secure your place on the right side of history by bringing an
end to the suffering of the people of Irag. You have the moral

authority to go to the United Nations and end the embargo. I urge
you to summon the political will to do so.

Si rely,
%
XINE WATERS
MW:kh

Enclosure
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The President of
White House
Washington D.C,

Dear Mr, Preside

h-18-91

the United States,

nt,

United Muslims of America

P.O. BOX 878, SAN GABRIEL, CA. 91778 TEL: (818) 285-5890

We the undersigned Muslim Citizens and residents of the U.S. are very appalled
at the conduct of the U.S. foreipn policy in tctal disregard to the human
suffering-of the Iraqi people. It is apgninst the Geneva Convention and against
the U.N. Charter to withhold food and humanitarian necessities of life as a
weapon to extract concessions agninst any nation. This is what is happening

to the Iraqi peo

ple.

In to day's los Angeles Times, Iragi Ambassador to the U.N. requested that their
country be allowed to sell one Billion Dollara worth of its oil to import food
and the life sustaining necessities of life. In the same article, it states that
the U.S. and its Western allies (who are members of the Security Council in U.N.)
would look at such a request with careful scrutiny requiring compliance of all
terms of the U.N, Cease fire resolutions, before honouring such a request. The
U.N, High Commission has already reported that the U,N, relief agencies are
overwhelmed in supplying relief and unle&s substantial world wide effort is

made quickly, thousands of deaths will result. We feel that U.S. and its Western
allies are targeting the people of Iraq, using them as pawns in quest of their
global domination, -

We request that, Iraq be allowed to take care of its own people by selling

their ofl. We and the world agencies are not Tamiliar with the country and its
remaining infrastructure. That all hlockade of humanitarian necessities be lifted’
without further punishing the people of Iraq for their leader and system.

Very truly,
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May 29, 1991

Dear Maxine:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President with which you enclosed petitions
from the United Muslims of America concerning U.N. trade sanctions against Iraq.

We appreciate being advised of your concerns as well as those of your constituents.
Please know that I have shared your correspondence with the appropriate
Administration officials for their review.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Maxine Waters
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:JHH:

bee: w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - for direct response
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United Muslims of America

P.O. BOX 878, SAN GABRIEL, CA. 91778 TEL: (818) 285-5890

1

The President of
White House
Washington D.C.

Dear Mr, Presiden

h-18-91

the United States,

t,

We the undersigned Muslim Citizens and residents of the U.,5. are very appalled
at the conduct of the U.S. foreipgn policy in tctal disregard to the human
suffering~of the Iraqi people. It is agninst the Geneva Convention and against
the U.N. Charter to withhold food and humanitarian necessities of 1life as a
weapon to extract concessions against any nation. Thie is what is happening

to the Iraqi people.

In to day's Los A

ngeles Times, Iraqi Ambassador to the U.N.

requested that their

country be allowed to sell one Billion Dollars worth of its o0il to import food
and the life sustaining necessities of life. In the same article, it states that
the U.S. and its Western allies (who are members of the Security Council in U.N.)
would look at such a request with careful scrutiny requiring compliance of all
terms of the U.N, Cease fire resolutions, before honouring such a request. The
U.N, High Commission has already reported that the U.N. relief agencies are
overwhelmed in supplying relief and unlebs substantial world wide effort is

made quickly, thousands of deaths will result, We feel that U.S. and ite Western
allies are targeting the people of Iraq, using them as pawns in quest of their

global domination

We request that, Irnq be allowed to take care of its own people by selling

their oil.

We and the world agencies are not Tamiliar with the country and its

remaining infrastructure. That all blocknde of humanitarian necessities be lifted’
without further punishing the people of Iraq for their leader and system,

Very truly,
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