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REFERENCE:

To: President Bush

From: Mr. Ian Martin

Date: April 15, 1991

Subject: EXpresses concern regarding the fate of the

thousands of Irago civilian refugees in Southern

Iraqg.
WH Referral Dated: _4/19/91
NSCS ID# (if any): _ 230236

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply 1s attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.

X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response 1s necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other (see remarks).
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 30, 1991

Mr. Ian Martin

Secretary General
Amnesty International

1 Easton Street

London WC1X BDJ England

Dear Mr. Martin:

I have been asked by President Bush to respond to your
letter of April 15, 1991. The U.S. Government shares your
concern for the plight of Iraqi displaced persons located in
Southern Iraq occupied by military forces.

The U.S. withdrew from the demilitarized (DMZ) zone oOn
May 8. Steps were taken to insure the well-being of these
displaced persons. Over 19,000 individuals were relocated to
Rafha camp in Saudi Arabia, and 2,118 were moved to Iran. The
United Nations Iraq Kuwait Observer Mission (UNIKOM) is
providing a presence in Southern Iraq for those individuals who
choose to remain in the DMZ. Through UNIKOM, the United
Nations High Commisioner for Refugees (UNHCR), with assistance
from the International Committee for the Red Cross, remains
committed to providing the necessary protection for displaced
civilians at the border.

I assure you that the international community and the U.S.,
in particular, have not forgotten this group. Efforts on their
behalf will continue.

Sincerely, .

< I8 > S AN S < S
_ - Princeton N. Lyman .~
Director
Bureau for Refugee Programs
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amnesty
international

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT,
{ Easton Street, London WC1X 8DJ,
United Kingdom.

Fax: 071-956 1157

Tel: 071-413 5500
FACSIMILE COVER SHEET

T0: The Honorable George Bush, President of the United States

FROM: Ian Martin, Secretary General
DATE: 15 April 1991

DESTINATION FAX RO.: 0101 202 456 2461
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET: 2

If you do not receive all of the pages, or they are not fully legible,
please call us as soon as possible on 011 4471 413 5500,

COMMENTS/MESSAGES

Dear Mr President,

Amnesty International is gravely concerned about the fate of
thousands of Iraqi civilian refugees currently in the United States-
occupied area of southern Iraq, in light of the imminent withdrawal of US-
Jed c¢oalition forces from the areca. Amnesty International strongly fears
that the recfugees population will be at certain risk of torture,
“disappearance” or execution if they are returned to Iragi Government
control. These fears are compounded by numerous and credible reports
received by Amnesty International in the past two to three weeks of mass
summary executions of unarmed civilians, suspected government opponents and
their alleged supporters in Iraq. Amnesty Intaernational has also received
reports in the past two days indicating that refugees who have returned to
Irag in order to benefit from the efficial amnesty announced on 5 April are
being arbitrarily detained, executed or subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment, inciuding deprivaticn of food and water.

Amnesty International believes that the United States Government has
obligations towards the Iraqi civilian population which is prezent in the
US-¢ccupied zone of Iraq, and must ensure that protection is not denied to

€ (44)71) 413 6500 Telegrams: Amnesty London WC1  Telex: 28602 FAX: 958 1157
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those persons who risk serious human rights viotations by the Iraqi
authorities.

In view of the above and of the racent conclusion of the cease-fire
agreement, Amnesty International calls on the United States Government to
take steps to guarantee continuing effective and durable protection for the
Iragqi civilian populatien currently under its control against human rights
abuses by Iraqi Government forces. We are aiso taking the opportunity of
reminding the governments of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia of their obligations
under fnternational law to abtde by the principles of non-refoulement,
which in¢ludes non-rejection of asylum-seekers at the frontier with Irag.
In this context, anything that your government couid do to further this aim
would be greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

ol

Ian Martin
Secretary General
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