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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

April 25, 1991

Dear Bishop Cannon:

Thank you for your letter of April 9 to the President about the
situation in the Persian Gulf.

All of us in the Administration share your deep concern and the
anguish of all Americans over the brutal use of force and of
repression by the government of Irag against Kurdish and other
Iragi civilians. The President has made clear that, "We want the
suffering of those refugees to stop, and in keeping with our
nation’s compassion and concern, we are massively helping." At
the President’s direction, the United States initiated in early
April what soon became the largest U.S. relief effort mounted in
modern military history.

This effort was and is unprecedented; the scale of the problem
has proven to be even greater. Thus, President Bush, after
consulting with our European partners and the UN Secretary
General, announced on April 16 a greatly expanded relief effort.
This new effort entails the U.S. military establishing several
temporary encampments in northern Irag where relief supplies for
refugees will be made available in large quantities and
distributed in an orderly way. It also provides for adequate
security for the Kurds by U.S., British, and French air and
ground forces. It is our hope that the responsibility for
operating these facilities can be handed over in the very near
future to the United Nations and international relief
organizations.

As you know, the goal of the international coalition -- the
liberation of Kuwait -- has been achieved. While we all agree
that the Iraqgi people would be better off under new leadership,
it is also clear that the best interests of the United States
would not be served by intervening militarily in a protracted
civil war stemming from long-standing enmity between Iragi
factions. We will, however, continue to work for an Iraq in
which all people would be able to return to their homes, free to
live in peace.



The Administration will continue to monitor carefully the
situation in Iraq and to serve as a catalyst for stability in the
region. Thank you for your suggestions and for taking the time
to write.

Sincerely, //

Richard N. Haass

Special Assistant to the
President and Senior Director
for Near East and South Asian
Affairs

Bishop William R. Cannon
The Plaza Towers

Apt. 12-F

2575 Peachtree Rd., N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30305
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EMORY UNIVERSITY
Candler School of Theology

Atlanta, Georgia 30322

\ ™ o Bishop William R. Cannon
‘(N;§ The Plaza Towers
N )\ Apt. 12-F
Q\ 2575 Peachtree Rd., N.E.

Atlanta, Georgia 30305

April 9, 1991

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am a strong admirer of yours and have lent stalwart sup-
port to your policy im the Persian Gulf region. I felt you were
right in both Desert Shield and Desert Storm, and I rejoice and
give thanks for the victory with so few casualties of war.

Though I am a bishop of The United Methodist Church, I supported
Desert Storm over the disagreement and protest of most of my col-
leagues in The United Methodist Episcopate. In this I even dis-
agreed with my close friend, former President Jimmy Carter, who
invited me to give the prayer at his inauguration and also at the
opening of The Carter Center, here in Atlanta. The same is true
in my reaction to the position taken by Senator Sam Nunn, whom I
have known since his childhood. You can see from this that I am
a Democrat, though always I reserve the right to exercise my in-
dependence as an American citizen. I voted for you in the last
general election, and I think you are making a fine president and
a great leader. Therefore, it is in a spirit of good will and
admiration for you that I write you this letter. I am broken-
hearted over what is happening to the Kurdish people in Iraq.
When we initiated the ceasefire, I thought at the same time we
had achieved disarmament on the part of the Iragi army and there-
by destroyed its capability to wage war. I now see that this was
not the case and that Saddam Husselin still has the power and the
means to wreak havoc on his own people and eventually on the
people's of other nations once our troops are withdrawn. It
could mean that as soon as we leave he will invade Kuwailt again,
and Desert Storm will have been abortive. I think Saddam Hussein
and his entire government should be removed and that he and his
colleagues should be brought to justice and tried as war crimi-
nals. We saved Kuwait, but we are permitting the slaughter of
innocent people within Irag. This, to me, 1is unconscionable.

I appreciate your hesitancy to interfere in the internal
affairs of a nation, but in my Jjudgement we have already inter-
fered by allowing Saddam Husselin to retain his war machine and



President Bush
April 9, 1991
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thereby to prevent his people from freeing themselves from his
tyranny. To be fair, the least we can do is to arm the Kurd's so
they can resist him and to destroy his planes and helicopters so
that he cannot murder those who are trying to escape from him.
Shall not the greatest and most idealistic nation on the earth
today, the United States of America, do what is right? Be as-
sured of my good wishes and prayers as you make decisions rela-
ting to peace and stability in Iraq.

Sincerely,

J ltlior A, oo

William R. Cannon
Honorary President of
The World Methodist
Council

WRC: skt

P.S. I feel so deeply about this since I served a five-year term
as president and chairman of The Executive Council of The
World Methodist Church, which consists of 65 autonomous
Methodist's denominations, in 90 different countries with a
membership of almost 60,000,000 people. I have visited in
this part of the world and know some of the people.



