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April 9, 1991

Dear Senator Levin:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President regarding the plight of the Kurdish
civilians of Iraq.

We appreciate being apprised of your support for American humanitarian relief for
the besieged Kurdish refugees. Please know that I have shared your comments with
the President's national security and foreign policy advisors so that they, too, are
aware of your recommendations.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Carl Levin
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
April 5, 1991

President George Bush
The White House
washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The United States, the United Nations coalition against Iraq
and all of humanity confront a profound challenge. We and . the other
nations of the coalition bear a moral responsibility to act immediately
to meet the desperate needs of the hundreds of thousands of Kurds that
face immediate starvation, freezing, and death.

I am urgently calling for humanitarian relief to innocent civilians
seeking to escape the slaughter and who are freezing and starving before
our eyes and underneath our overflying aircraft. Such humanitarian
relief does not constitute military intervention in a civil war.

I urge you to direct an immediate airlift of blankets, tents, food
and medical supplies. Those supplies should be delivered both north and
south of the Irag border.

It is not sufficient to supply relief to those Kurds lucky enough
to reach Turkey or Iran, as important as that is. Nor is it enough to
simply urge Turkey to open its borders to those who reach it, although
that diplomatic effort to persuade Turkey is vital and should continue.
It is the uncountable hundreds of thousands of Kurds who are freezing
and starving while struggling to escape Iraq who are at the greatest
risk.

We must act -- and act now before more Kurds perish. We have the
supplies available. We have the airlift capability available within
hundreds of air miles of the Kurds.

The United States and our coalition partners should make it clear
to the Iraqgi forces of Saddam Hussein that we will allow no interference
with these relief efforts. In unmistakably clear terms, Saddam Hussein
should know that we will take necessary action to assure the delivery
of these materials to the Kurds.

While these humanitarian aid efforts are underway, we should seek a
United Nations ultimatum to Saddam Hussein to stop the slaughter of
civilians. Such an ultimatum, backed by the threat of force and
continued sanctions if Iraq doesn’t stop the slaughter, would not
constitute U.N. intervention in a civil war. Rather, such an ultimatum
would be part of an ongoing struggle against a regime the U.N. is still
at war with and with whom it has no cease fire agreement.

Si rely,

Carl Levin
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April 9, 1991

Dear Senator Levin:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President regarding the plight of the Kurdish
civilians of Iraq.

We appreciate being apprised of your support for American humanitarian relief for
the besieged Kurdish refugees. Please know that I have shared your comments with
the President's national security and foreign policy advisors so that they, too, are
aware of your recommendations.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Carl Levin
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

JUON 28999

Dear Senator Levin:

President Bush has asked me to respond to your letter of
April 5, 1991 regarding your concern for the plight of Iraqi
refugees/displaced civilians fleeing to other areas of Irag and
neighboring countries in the wake of Saddam Hussein's brutality

The U.S. Government, in coordination with other governments
and international organizations, has been actively involved in
providing assistance to these refugees and displaced persons.
Our immediate objective to provide life-sustaining assistance
to the Iraqis on the Turkish border has been accomplished. The
long-term objectives of assisting the Iragis to return home
voluntarily and turning the operation over to the United
Nations are well-advanced.

Operation Provide Comfort, the relief effort mounted for
the Iragis in Turkey and Iragis massed at the Turkish/Iraqi
border, is the largest U.S. relief effort mounted in modern
military history. Assistance provisions include: food,
potable water, shelter, and medical care for the
refugees/displaced persons.

As of June 1, over thirty countries were reported to have
contributed more than $714 million in grants and relief
supplies to the international humanitarian effort for Iraqi
refugees and displaced persons. The U.S. Government has made
by far the largest contribution to this effort; funds expended
exceed $212 million dollars. President Bush has authorized the
use of $140 million for humanitarian relief operations for
Iraqi refugees from Department of Defense assets. The Agency
for International Development's Food for Peace program has now
contributed over 41,000 metric tons of rice, vegetable o0il, and
wheat flour valued at approximately $31.6 million for the
relief effort. President Bush recently approved another $10
million from the Emergency Refugee and Migration Assistance
(ERMA) funds for relief assistance to Iraqi refugees in Iran
and Turkey for a total contribution of $23 million from the
Bureau for Refugee Programs at the State Department.

The Honorable
Carl Levin,
United States Senate.



Additionally, the Office
Agency for International
$12.5 million.

We hope the day will
persons and refugees can

and free from repression.

international community,

of Foreign Disaster Assistance at the
Development has contributed nearly

soon arrive when all Iragi displaced

return to their homes to live in peace
Until then, together with the

the U.S. Government will continue all

relief efforts in the region.

Sincerely,

Q(\

Janet G. Mullins
Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
April 5, 1991

President George Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The United States, the United Nations coalition against Iraq
and all of humanity confront a profound challenge. We and the other
nations of the coalition bear a moral responsibility to act immediately
to meet the desperate needs of the hundreds of thousands of Kurds that
face immediate starvation, freezing, and death.

I am urgently calling for humanitarian relief to innocent civilians
seeking to escape the slaughter and who are freezing and starving before
our eyes and underneath our overflying aircraft. Such humanitarian
relief does not constitute military intervention in a civil war.

I urge you to direct an immediate airlift of blankets, tents, food
and medical supplies. Those supplies should be delivered both north and
south of the Iraq border.

It is not sufficient to supply relief to those Kurds lucky enough
to reach Turkey or Iran, as important as that is. Nor is it enough to
simply urge Turkey to open its borders to those who reach it, although
that diplomatic effort to persuade Turkey is vital and should continue.
It is the uncountable hundreds of thousands of Kurds who are freezing
and starving while struggling to escape Iraq who are at the greatest
risk.

We must act -- and act now before more Kurds perish. We have the
supplies available. We have the airlift capability available within
hundreds of air miles of the Kurds.

The United States and our coalition partners should make it clear
to the Iraqi forces of Saddam Hussein that we will allow no interference
with these relief efforts. In unmistakably clear terms, Saddam Hussein
should know that we will take necessary action to assure the delivery
of these materials to the Kurds.

While these humanitarian aid efforts are underway, we should seek a
United Nations ultimatum to Saddam Hussein to stop the slaughter of
civilians. Such an ultimatum, backed by the threat of force and
continued sanctions if Iraq doesn’t stop the slaughter, would not
constitute U.N. intervention in a civil war. Rather, such an ultimatum
would be part of an ongoing struggle against a regime the U.N. is still
at war with and with whom it has no cease fire agreement.

L/?ereiz>/

Car]l Tevin



