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~LFONSE M.·D'AMATO 
' • ~F.W·~~..., .. 

tlnittd £'tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

The Honorable George Bush 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 27, 1991 

/;J?· SI;U; 
2S-"O c.f 

I write today to ask that you direct United States forces 
and, in consultation with our Coalition Allies, Coalition forces 
in the Kuwait Theater of Operation, to suppress by military force 
Iraqi armed helicopter operations, to include shooting down armed 
Iraqi helicopters in flight and destroying armed Iraqi 
helicopters on the ground. 

Recent published reports from the Persian Gulf state that 
Iraq is using armed helicopters to attack not only insurgent 
forces, but its own unarmed civilian population as well. Such 
attacks on unarmed civilians are clear violations of 
international law. 

Iraqi armed helicopter operations also pose a potential 
threat to U.S. military units deployed in southern Iraqi. 
Immediate military action to end this danger to our troops should 
be taken, since Saddam Hussein has apparently failed to heed U.S. 
warnings against such armed helicopter operations. 

I appreciate your kind attention to my views and look 
forward to hearing from you soon concerning this very urgent 
matter. 

eM. D'Amato 
d States Senator 

AMD:MHh:ty 



April 3, 1991 

Dear AI: 

Thank you for your recent letter to the President requesting that the United States, in 
consultation with the allied coalition, suppress by military force Iraqi armed helicopter 
operations. 

President Bush appreciates being advised of your concern in this important matter. In 
an effort to be of assistance, I have forwarded your letter to the President's foreign 
policy advisors for their careful review. 

Thank you again for your intere§t in writing. 

With best regards, 

The Honorable Alfonse D'Amato 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

FDM:JHH: 

Sincerely, 

Frederick D. McClure 
Assistant to the President 

for Legislative Affairs 

bee: w I copy of inc to NSC - for appropriate action 
bee: w I copy of inc to Dept. of State - FYI 
bee: w I copy of inc to Dept. of Defense - FYI 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C.' 20520 9/ 0 GJ V 2-

At--r\ 2 2 1991 

Dear Senator D'Amato: 

On behalf of the President, I am writing in response to 
your March 27 letter concerning Iraqi helicopter operations. 

Since your letter was received the President has, with the 
strong support of the international community, taken steps to 
alleviate the suffering of Iraq's civilian population and the 
threat posed by Iraqi helicopters. 

On April 6, the day after President Bush announced his 
intention to provide emergency relief to Iraqi civilians, the 
Department of State informed Iraq's representatives - in----------------­
Washington and at the UN that with the beginning of 
humanitarian relief operations, Iraqi forces should take no 
actions in any part of the country which might interfere with 
the provision of emergency humanitarian service to Iraqi 
civilians. Since that time, we have detected no helicopter 
flights north of 36° latitude and very little helicopter 
activity throughout Iraq, e.g., we have no confirmed reports of 
subsequent helicopter attacks on dissidents in the south. 

It will continue to be our policy that Iraqi helicopters 
and fixed wing aircraft threatening U.S. or Coalition forces 
will be shot down. In addition, with the post-ceasefire 
withdrawal now in progress, the threat to U.S . troops will 
substantially diminish. 

Thank your concern over the safety of Iraqi civilians and 
u.s. forces remaining in Iraq. 

The Honorable 

Sincerely, 

~
t;v 
. Mullins 

As t n Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 

Alfonse M. D'Amato 
United States Senate. 


