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August 28, 1990

President George Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President,

Members of Psychologists for Social Responsibility

include many well-respected leaders in the field of
psychology who are dedicated to using their psycholo-
gical skills and knowledge in the service of peace.

We offer the enclosed statement as our contribution to
the effort to avoid a devastating war in the Middle
East.

We are concerned with the intense psychological
pressures and tension building in the region and call
on you, in your leadership position, to do everything
you can to de-escalate these tensions. Providing a
psychological framework in which alternatives may be
discussed with an eye to resolving problems, not
"winning" or "losing", leads to reduction of tension,
even as it allows for creative thinking about tough
issues.

Our statement outlines a number of alternatives
which, if pursued, could help to create the type of
psychological framework which would enable our inter-
national community to build a peaceful future for
us all.

Our national office is available to answer any
questions your staff may have. Thank you for your
attention.

Sincerely,

// b/ (i/éﬁzv-\
Herbert Kelman,
President

Ph.D.



STATENENT ON THE IRAG-KUWAIT CRISIS BY PSYCHOLOGISTS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Mingful of:

The dangers of another devastating war in the MNiddie East,
with tremendous losa of life and even deeper instability in
the region;

The need for careful consideration of the feelings and basic
beliefs of Middle East peoples, including especially the
resentment of the role of the United States and the West by
large segments of the population:; and

The danger of losing the current opportunities for creative
diplomacy through multi-lateral cooperative action because of
guick and exclusive reliance on a military posture in responding
to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and subseguent events:

We, the undersigned members of Psychologists for Sccoial
Responsibility, call on President Bush to:

i. Utilize all diplomatic means to negotiate a peaceful
resclution of the current crisis.

Z. Urge a complete withdrawal of Iragi troops from Kuwait, and
a simultanecus replacement of all foreign national troops
in the Gulf region with a United Nations Peacekeeping Force.

3. Continue the trade embargo of Irag until Iragi troops
have been withdrawn from Kuwait.

2. Act in concert with the United Nations, and the U.N.
Security Council, scrupulously avoiding any unilateral
aggressive actions in the Persian Gulf area.

S. Support free elections in Kuwait, under United Nations
supervision.

6. Propose the use of international arbitration and
mediation to settle the disputes between Irag and Kuwait.

7. ©Curtail hostile and provocative statements by spokespeople
for the United States government.

8. Actively and publicly negotiate, through the Red Crescent
and the Red Cross, for the release and repatriation of all
foreign national civilians in the Gulf region.
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AS PSYCHOLOGISTS FOR
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
WE...

USE our psychological skills and knowledge
in the service of peace.

SUPPORT non-military solutions to political
problems. We look for ways to confront
issues—not nations—and to move from
adversarial to cooperative models.

PROMOTE activities which will reduce world
tensions and lead to authentic security,
including justice, human welfare, and a
sustainable environment, both at home and
abroad.

STIMULATE networking, coordinate several
national task forces, support the work of
PsySR’s local groups via our National Office.

COLLABORATE with science, community,
and professional organizations such as the
Professionals’ Coalition for Nuclear Arms
Control.

PsySR PROVIDES:

A Quarterly Newsletter.

Local groups of colleagues who work
together on specific projects.

A Speaker’s packet on the Psychology of
Enemy Images.

A Research Directory, updated annually,
listing over 100 researchers with descriptions
of their work.

Curriculum resources for the university level
on the psychological aspects of the arms
race, national security and peace.

Speakers on a wide variety of subjects and
in most parts of the country.

Public education programs.

An annual meeting and specific topical
conferences.

Information and networking services from
the National Office.

YES!
I'll support your efforts to
build a durable peace.

Address

City State Zip

Phonel(s)

Please mmmz me up (check appropriate category)

O New Member (Member yr. is Sept. 1-Aug. 31)

O Renewing for 19 19 year.

O Please give my name to PsySR contact in
my locale.

O Regular membership: $35 RS
O Student, Retired, Unemployed
O Member pin: $5.50

Here’s my tax-deductible contribution to
the PsySR Sustaining Fund:

0$35 0$70 0$125 O0$250 Other$
(We hope that as a minimum you'll contribute $35—
double your membership, double our clout!)

Total enclosed $




