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U.S. COMMITTEE
FOR REFUGEES

1025 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Suite 920
Washington, DC 20005
Tel: (202) 347-3507 Fax: (202) 347-3418

Informing the public since 1958 August 23, 1990

President George Bush
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to urge the U.S. governmment to consider an emergency
allocation of significant funds to maintain first asylum in Jordan for
would-be refugees and displaced persons attempting to flee Iraq.

As you know, the Jordanian government today announced that it has closed
its border with Iraq for everyone except Jordanian nationals. We fear that
this will likely close the only escape route available to tens of thousands of
persons fearing for their lives or safety.

At the same time, we realize that Jordan finds itself in a difficult
situation not of its own making and legitimately feels overwhelmed by the
prospect of assisting hundreds of thousands of refugees and displaced persons.

The United States has long predicated its refugee policy on the principle
of preserving first asylum. This assumes that the burden for responding to
mass forced movements should not be borne alone by those states who have the
misfortune of geographical location in conflict areas, but should be shared
internationally. This reality has proven the basis for the leadership exerted
by the United States in providing refugee assistance for countries such as
Pakistan and Thailand over the course of the last decade. We believe that the
current emergency in the Middle East requires similar leadership.

We realize that decision-making at this time requires the factoring in of
a myriad of geopolitical considerations. We ask, however, at this critical
moment, that we not lose sight of the humanitarian concerns for the first
victims of conflict--innocent, uprooted civilian populations--and the need to
move expeditiously and effectively to protect them.

Sincerely,

ow\:ﬁ%w
Virginia Mamilton
Assistant Director

cc: King Hussein, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
UN High Commissioner for Refugees Thorvald Stoltenberg

USCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service



