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August 22, 1990

Dear Congressman McCloskey:

Thank you very much for your recent letter to the President
regarding the U.S. embargo on food supplies intended for Iraq.

We appreciate being apprised of your concerns regarding the
consequences of the embargo on food shipments. Please know that
your comments have been shared with the President. Additionally,
I have taken the liberty of providing your remarks to the
President's foreign policy advisors so that they, too, are aware
of your concerns.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Frank McCloskey
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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JThe Honorable George Bush
The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to commend your decision to take decisive action in response to
Iraqgi aggression.

Clearly, it is important to respond to the invasion of Kuwait and to the threat
Saddam Hussein represents to the stability of the entire region. I agree that it is
vital that the United States join with the world community in seeking to uphold basic
principles of international law to prevent a military dictator from seeking to impose
his will upon his neighbors through direct intimidation and take a strong moral
position against the violent violation of an independent country’s sovereignty. In
undertaking this venture, clearly it is imperative that we and our allies hold to the
high moral and legal standard which we are defending.

For these reasons, I applaud your humanitarian gesture of excluding medicinal
supplies from the embargo, however, I am concerned by your decision to include food
supplies in this embargo. I realize that Iraq is very vulnerable to an economic
embargo and that the fact that Iraq imports over seventy percent of its food makes
Iraq uniquely susceptible to an embargo on shipments of food. However, Mr.
President, this embargo on food assistance will have very devastating consequences
within Iraq and I would urge you to closely examine the legal, and moral,
consequences of this food embargo.

Given the known ruthlessness of Saddam Hussein, it is uncertain whether he
will provide sufficient food supplies to the civilian population in times of shortages.
As you know, fifty percent of Irag’s population is under the age of 16. The food
embargo may directly contribute to the suffering of children and others who may not
be willing followers of Saddam Hussein. In addition, there are thousands of foreign
nationals, including over three thousand Americans, in Iraq and Kuwait. It is
uncertain whether these individuals will continue to receive sufficient food should
severe shortages occur in Iraq.

In 1962, with offensive missiles in Cuba posing a direct threat to the territory
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of the United States, President Kennedy ordered a total blockade of Cuba, save food
and medical supplies. Today, the United States is faced with another significant
international crisis and is again applying an embargo, however, food is not exempted
from the embargo. You ordered our troops to defend Saudi Arabia not merely to
defend our national interests in the Middle East, but to reaffirm our country’s
commitment to defend moral and legal principles. The means by which we seek to
uphold these principles must also conform to these high standards.

I have grave concerns that preventing food from reaching Iraq will not just
impair Saddam Hussein’s military capabilities, but will also have a severe negative
impact on Iragi civilians, including millions of children, and foreign nationals,
including Americans. Starving a country would not appear to be in America’s long-
term interest of winning the hearts and minds of the Arab popuiation throughout the
Middle East.

I would appreciate a rapid response as to what analysis has been done to
examine the human impact of a food embargo. In addition, I would be interested in
knowing whether contingency plans have been developed to allow humanitarian food
assistance to the people of Iraq should severe shortages occur. Thank you for your
consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,

Frank McCloskey,

Member of Congress
FM/pw

cc: The Honorable James Baker III
Secretarv of State



