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April 5, 1990 

Dear Richard: 

Thank you for your recent letter to the 
President, cosigned by ~;enator Specter, 
enclosing a copy of your letter to 
President Hussein of Iraq. I have shared 
your letter with the President's national 
security and foreign policy advisors so 
that they, too, are aware of both your 
efforts and your recommendations. 

Thank you again for writing. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Frederick D. McClure 
Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs 

The Honorable Richard c. Shelby 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

FDM:HGP: 

bee: wf copy of inc to NSC - for 
Appropriate Action 

bee: wf copy of inc to Department of State 
- FYI 



, ... .. 

April 5, 1990 

Dear Arlen: 

Thank you for your recent letter to the 
President, cosigned by Senator Shelby, 
enclosing a copy of your letter to 
President Hussein of Iraq. I have shared 
your letter with the President's national 
security and foreign policy advisors so 
that they, too, are aware of both your 
efforts and your recommendations. 

Thank you again for writing. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Frederick D. McClure 
Assistant to the President 

for Legislative Affairs 

The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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bee: wf copy of inc to NSC - for 
Appropriate Action 

bee: wf copy of inc to Department of State 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON. D .C . 20510 

April 3, 1990 

As you know, we met with President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
during our trip to the Mideast last January. 

Following that trip, a report was made to you about our 
meeting; and at that time, the suggestion was made that consideration 
be given to an invitation for President Saddam Hussein to visit 
Washington. 

In light of President Saddam Hussein's speech yesterday, we 
have written to him, copy enclosed. 

We recognize the difficulties in contacts with President Saddam 
Hussein or other high-level Iraqi officials in light of Iraq's human 
rights record and the very belligerent statements which President 
Saddam Hussein has made; but we believe that it is preferable to 
initiate such contacts as opposed to allowing events to develop with 
Iraq in relative isolation from U.S. or other Western influences. Our 
impression of President Saddam Hussein and other Iraqi officials leads 
us to conclude that there is sufficient promise in such contacts that 
they ought to be promptly undertaken notwithstanding the attendant 
difficulties. 

Sincerely, 

Arlen Specter Richard c. Shelby 

Enclosure 
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President Saddam Hussein 
Republic of Iraq 
Baghdad, Iraq 

Dear Mr. President: 

, 

WASHINGTON. D .C . 20510 

April 3, 1990 

We write because of our deep concern about a series of recent 
events which have led to an escalation in tension in the Mideast and 
beyond . . This is in sharp contrast to the friendly discussions which 
we had with you and other Iraqi officials in Baghdad in January and 
other conversations which we have since had with your Ambassador in 
Washington and meetings with an Iraqi parliamentary delegation on the 
Senate floor a few weeks ago. 

We have noted the arrest in Britain on allegations that Iraqi 
agents sought to smuggle electrical devices related to nuclear weapons 
design, and there are extensive media reports about your speech 
raising the concern that United States and British criticism might 
provide political and diplomatic cover for possible Israeli action. 

We urge, Mr. President, that all parties exercise restraint on 
all these matters and that discussions be promptly undertaken between 
Iraq and the United States and other interested parties to try to 
resolve any disputes. 

We were very encouraged with our meeting with you and other Iraqi 
officials in January and the later contacts in Washington, and we 
believe that discussions and negotiations can go far to resolve the 
current tensions. 

Sincerely, 
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April 5, 1990 

Dear Richard: 

Thank you for your recent letter to the 
President, cosigned by Senator Specter, 
enclosing a copy of your letter to 
President Hussein of Iraq. I have shared 
your letter with the President's national 
security and foreign policy advisors so 
that they, too, are aware of both your 
efforts and your recommendations. 

Thank you again for writing. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Frederick D. McClure 
Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs 

The Honorable Richard c. Shelby 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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April 5, 1990 

Dear Arlen: 

Thank you for your recent letter to the 
President, cosigned by Senator Shelby, 
enclosing a copy of your letter to 
President Hussein of Iraq. I have shared 
your letter with the President's national 
security and foreign policy advisors so 
that they, too, are aware of both your 
efforts and your recommendations. 

Thank you again for writing. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Frederick D. McClure 
Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs 

The Honorable Arlen Specter 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 20510 

April 3, 1990 

As you know, we met with President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
during our trip to the Mideast last January. 

Following that trip, a report was made to you about our 
meeting; and at that time, the suggestion was made that consideration 
be given to an invitation for President Saddam Hussein to visit 
Washington. 

In light of President Saddam Hussein's speech yesterday, we 
have written to him, copy enclosed. 

We recognize the difficulties in contacts with President Saddam 
Hussein or other high-level Iraqi officials in light of Iraq's human 
rights record and the very belligerent statements which President 
Saddam Hussein has made; but we believe that it is preferable to 
initiate such contacts as opposed to allowing events to develop with 
Iraq in relative isolation from u.s. or other Western influences. Our 
impression of President Saddam Hussein and other Iraqi officials leads 
us to conclude that there is sufficient promise in such contacts that 
they ought to be promptly undertaken notwithstanding the attendant 
difficulties. 

Sincerely, 

Arlen Specter Richard c. Shelby 

Enclosure 
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President Saddam Hussein 
Republic of Iraq 
Baghdad, Iraq 

Dear Mr. President: 

.. ' , 

WASHINGTON , D .C . 20510 

·~ 

April 3, 1990 

We write because of our deep concern about a series of recent 
e vents which have led to an escalation in tension in the Mideast and 
beyond • . This is in sharp contrast to the friendly discussions which 
we had with you and other Iraqi officials in Baghdad in January and 
other conversations which we have since had with your Ambassador in 
Washington and meetings with an Iraqi parliamentary delegation on the 
Senate floor a few weeks ago. 

I • • ~ 

We have noted the arrest in Britain on allegations that Iraqi 
agents sought to smuggle electrical devices related to nuclear weapons 
design, and there are extensive media reports about your speech 
raising the concern that United States and British criticism might 
provide political and diplomatic cover for possible Israeli action. 

We urge, Mr. President, that all parties exercise restraint on 
all these matters and that discussions be promptly undertaken between 
I raq and the United States and other interested parties to try to 
resolve any disputes. 

We were very encouraged with our meeting with you and other Iraqi 
officials in January and the later contacts in Washington, and we 
believe that discussions and negotiations can go far to resolve the 
current tensions. 

Sincerely, 


