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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 16, 1991

Dear Congressman Rahall:

Thank you for your letter of March 19. I fully agree with you
that our allies must live up to their commitments to fair burden-
sharing of the costs of Desert Shield/Desert Storm. To date we
have received close to $35 billion out of total pledges of $54
billion.

In your letter, you expressed concern about Germany in
particular. In his meeting with the President, Finance Minister
Waigel reaffirmed that Germany would honor its commitment and
within days we received the final installment on Germany’s 1991
pledge of $5.5 billion. At no time did the German Government
call into question its intention to fulfill its commitments fully
and in good faith. Our other allies continue to send us
contributions and we expect all pledges to be met.

Thank you for your support for our efforts.
Sincerely,

MM?‘

Brent Scowcroft

The Honorable Nick J. Rahall, II
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

April 19, 1991

SIGNED

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT

~\ or
THROUGH : TIMOTHY E. DEAL B
FROM: MEG LUNDSAGERM;(
SUBJECT : Congressional Correspondence - Congressman Rahall

Congressman Nick Rahall has written to the President asking him
to resist any effort on the part of our allies, Germany in
particular, to reduce their contributions to Desert Shield/Desert
Storm (Tab II). The draft reply informs him that Germany acted
expeditiously to meet its 1991 commitment and that we expect
other allies to do the same (Tab I).

Concurrences by: Virginiahiémpley, Richard Haas
H

Robert Wgs

That you sign the letter at Tab I.

RECOMMENDATION:

Attachments
Tab I Reply to Congressman Rahall
Tab II Incoming Correspondence
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2953
Congress of the United States

Housge of Repregentatives
Washington, BE 20515

March 19, 1991

The Honorable George Bush
The President of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr.

President:

gt céMMTTr'.Es.
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS

SUBCOMMITTEES

CHAIRMAN:
MINING AND NATURAL RESOURCES

NATIONAL PARKS AND
PUBLIC LANDS

PUBLIC WORKS AND
TRANSPORTATION

SUBCOMMITTEES
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

I would like to take this opportunity to express my concern over
the announced intention of Germany to reduce its pledge of support for

Operations Desert Shield and Storm.
colleagues joined me in writing you last December, urging your

As you are aware, 37 of my

continued efforts in securing additional financial support from our

allies in our campaign against Saddam Hussein.

With the conclusion of

our military role in the Gulf drawing near, it is essential that all
pledges of support are paid in full.

It is unthinkable that after decades of support and billions of
dollars spent on the defense of Western Europe that Germany would now

turn its back on one of it's strongest allies.

Our action in the

Persian Gulf served not only the interests of the United States of

America, but of the world as a whole.

The excellent performance of

the American Military and its partners in the coalition should not be
clouded by Germany’s refusal to honor its pledge.

American men and women died defending the world against a tyrant

whose arsenal was built with the help of western powers.

Many of

those very countries have now paid the price of disarming Saddam. It
is my hope you will continue to see that those who did not take an
active role in the Persian Gulf War will at least fulfill their
economic obligations.

It would be a shame to see the good feelings that have been
generated by our tremendous victory turn sour by allowing Germany to
back out of its pledge of monetary support.

With warm regards, I am

NJR/dm

Sincerely,
L3

NICK J. RAHALL, 1I
Member of Congress

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



March 25, 1991

Dear Nick:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President regarding your concern that
Germany may intend to reduce its financial contribution to Operation Desert Shield
and Operation Desert Storm.

We appreciate being advised of your interest in this important matter. In an effort to
be of assistance, we have forwarded your letter to the President's foreign policy
advisors so that they, too, are aware of your concerns.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Nick Joe Rahall II
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:JHH:

bee: w/ copy of inc to NSC - for appropriate action
bee:  w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - FYI
bee:  w/ copy of inc to Dept. of Defense - FYI
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