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SUBJECT: NATIONAL
I. ANTRODUCTION
This directive estab Y guidelines, and
implementing actions conduct §f Unffted States space
programs and related bbadPSupPergedes National Security

elated NSDDs 50, 170,

~ This directive is
consistent with guidance con’™ existing directives and
executive orders, and law. This national space policy is a
living directive. It is intende O sServe as a baseline for
ongoing review and modifi President. (u)

To facilitate handling b ve i issued at the security
classification level Rr wigh a corresponding but
separate Directive 2 ghly classified
material. Sections .

material exists in

United States space ties are conducted by four separate and
distinct sectors: trongly interacting governmental
sectors (Civil, Mi1li 2 ¢ 3N Intelligence) and
. 4 separate, non-goverg or. Close
coordination, coopera on, d information
exchange will be maintWined tors to avoid

Partially Declassified/Reteased on %] 13 [
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unnecessary duplication > romote‘!t;;inment.of United States
space goals. All progrj in these sectqrs will operate under
conditions that prote sens hnol and data and that
promote acceptffce a ' States space

activities. (£)

II.

giding United States space activities

b be, space leadership. Leadership in

* internatiog vironment, does not
ageas and disciplines of
Upited Jtates preeminence in
cal fo achieving our

chnica economic, and foreign

has been, and conti
an increasingly comp

space enterprise. It
the key areas of space€Wa
national security, scie
policy goals. (U) :

a. The overall goals of United States space activities
are: (1) to strengthen the securd of the United States; (2) to
obtain scientific, techngq, onomic benefits for the
general population and j 2lity of life on Earth
through space-related toyncourage continuing
United States privateffsectg ot 1M space and related
activities; (4) to pjomotf internatiolal cRoperative activities
taking into account : Fsecurity, foreign
policy, scientific, p onomic interests; (5) to cooperate with
other nations in maghtaifing the freedom of space for all
activities that enhgnce ghe security and welfare of mankind; and,

~as a long-range goal (6fto expand human presence and activity
beyond Earth orbit am (o) .

b. United Stat®s sp&ge activig all be conducted in

: itted to the exploration
and use of outer space by a gt1ilns for peaceful purposes and
for the benefit of all mankind. “Peaceful purposes® allow for
military and intelligence-r Magdctivities in pursuit of

(2) The Unjffed S Ngue military and
intelligence-related ictivifies in she D support of its
inherent right of se < eiAnse commitments to its
allies.

(3) The eg States rejects any claims to .
sovereignty by any frtioff over outer space or celestial bodies,
or any portion therdf, d rejects any limitations on the
fundamental right off sovékeign nation pm@dcquire data from
space. (U)
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any nation to be national,
through and operations &
interference with spag
infringement off” sover

terference. Purposeful
j ewed as an

(35) The Ugffitedffstates shall éncourage and not preclude
the commercial use a pace technologies and
systems for nationa
activities must be

nal security interests,
and international a

Bstic legal obligations. (U)

(6) The URted
pursue its commercial $gpace
Federal subsidies. (U

matter of policy,
5 witfiout the use of direct

‘ (7) The United X
to engage in free and fair trade
services. (U)

encourage other countries
commercial space goods and

(8) The United pnduct international
cooperative space-rela 3 are expected to achieve
sufficient scientific Or national security
benefits for the nat will seek mutually
beneficial internati Pace and space-related
programs. (U)

III.

a. Stages civil space sector activities shall
contribute significajtly Ro enhancing ghanliation’s science,
technology, economy, riddy sense of Wk eing and direction, as
well as United StatesW adership. Civil
d strategy of research,
or science, exploration,

b. The objectives of the United States civil space
activities shall be (1) to ex Rg¥ledge of the Earth, its
environment, the solar s em, and tI® iverse; (2) to create

. 2 such technology
rerc3l sector; (4) to preserve the United
criical aspects of space science,
and manned space flight; (5) to
pnned presence in space; and (6) to
Poperative efforts that further United

available to the com
States preeminence

applications, techn
establish a permane
engage in internatidg
States overall space
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The United Stajes govefnmengfihall net p;%slude or deter the
continuing developmenf of # separate Ron-governmental Commercial
Space Sector. Expanging grivate sectok-imvestment in space by
the market-driven Cofimercfal Sector generates economic benefits
. for the Nation and shppox¥s governmental Space Sectors with an
increasing range of gpacq goods and services. Governmental Space
Sectors shall purchage cdmmercially available space goods and
extent feasible and shall not conduct
- ht ions that preclude

required by law, nationa
and public safety. (U)

V.  MILITARY SPACE POLICY (U)

The United States will
necessary to national ivities will contribute
to national security. erring, or if
necessary, defending JAgai = (2) assuring that

3 < alr own use of space;
(3) negating, if negpkssagy, hostile space systems; and (4)
enhancing operation nited States and Allied forces.
Consistent with tre ligations, the military space program
shall support such ons as command and control, '
communications, nav » environmental monitoring, warning,

tactical intelligench, taggeting, ocegp battlefield
surveillance, and foke apRlication clying research and
development programs ctions). 1In
addition, military spa bntribute to the

VI. HAIIQEAL_EQBEIGH_IHIELLIGEHCE_§EA§E_EQLIQI (éf

icies applicable to, and binding on, the

military, national intelligeng B4 civil space sectors.

ey

maintain and
civil operational space
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systems where differing needs o%'gﬁg%§.gtors dictate. (U)

2.

of figtional security space
el¥ments, will be pursued
:and conflict, with
other assets to perform

b. Survivabilit;éand
systems, including al¥ nec
commensurate with the pla
the threat, and with Xhe
the mission. (U)

sary syst

Ears

d. All sectors shall e
feasible, the development st
space capabilities.

Age to the maximum extent
Nglted States private sector

(1) A cont capability ¥Q Iéhotely sense the Earth
from space is impor ¥ the achievement of United States space
goals. To ensure thit tHE necessary capability exists, the
United States goverry ill: (a) ensure the continuity of
LANDSAT-type remote $ensipg data; (b) discuss remote sensing
issues and activitiel} wit foreign govggamasts operating or
p 2 3 ensing systems; (c)

continue government r&s - ot for future advanced

R - (d) encourage the
development of commercid image the Earth from
space, competitive with,
or commercial systems. (U)

1§ ()
LS

ation Po Y. Assured access to space,
United States space goals, is a key
pacegpolicy. Uni ates space

provide a ed, robust, and

cy to allow continued
ystem. The United

element of national
transportation syster
flexible capability w¥h s
operations despite fai
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States government will continue research and development on
component technologies §ﬁ’suppog§ of future transportation
systems. The goals of@nited-8fatea vspaciitransportation policy
are: (1) to affileve ghd maffitain sa andyeliable access to,
transportation in, a 4 ¥rn from, Sp§§%§2) to exploit the
unique attributes of § and unmanned launch and recovery
systems; (3) to enco ¥to the maximum extent feasible, the
development and use @f Unfted States private sector space
transportation capabfliti®s; and (4) to reduce the costs of space
transportation and rdlatef§ services. (u)

g. pace Comm Cosfhunications
advancements are crit jtes space sectors.
United States
government will continudly ;
future advanced space co ' Chnologies. (U)

h. It is the policy of the United States to control or
prohibit, as appropriate, exXporife0Lf equipment and/or technology
that would make a significs# on to a foreign country’s
strategic military missjd a : ams. R 150
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j. Al §Eace s%giorzgyfff'ét nimize the creation of
space debris. esignyand g erations Sp&e tests, experiments
and systems will strgﬁe tgminimize o e accumulation of

space debris consistént with mission requirements and cost
effectiveness. The Unitefl States government will encourage other
space-faring nationsjto agiopt policies and practices aimed at

- debris minimization.§ (U)

VIII.

emplPyed wherever possible
d in is directive. (u)

Executive Order No. 12675 "@mggl)
to provide a coordinated process

agn of the Council, and as

The Vice President serveg:®s
pnal space policy and

the President’s principg
strategy. Other membg e the Secretaries of
State, Treasury, Def < sportation; the Chief
of Staff to the Presjdent # the Directdk, he Office of
Management and Budge Assistant to the President for
National Security Af
Science and Technoldg
the Administrator o
Administration. Th
Chairman of the Join
agencies and other s
the Council. (U)

# the Assistant to the President for

e Director of Central Intelligence, and
ational Aeronautics and Space A
gman, from time to'time, invites the:

s of Staff, agheads of executive
fficials t¢f parfficipate in meetings of

(U)

The following Policy Guide
a framework through which
carried out. Agencies ions as guidance on

priorities, including frepagsfion, g and execution of
erall resource and

the Presidpnie Affected Government
their current policies are consistent
with this directive Bnd, fvhere necessary, shall establish

&se practices. (U)

h other agencies:
Federal Government
and appropriate

a. Introductid
NASA will continue thé&
for advancing space sc}

o

|36






expanding human presence
solar system. (U)

e. Mann€¥q Spacg€lighff Preemine pPProved programs such
as efforts to improvejand fafely operalasuhd Space Transportation
System (STS) and to develgb, deploy, and use the Space Station,
are intended to ensu ed States preeminence in critical
aspects of manned sp ‘

T agencies will
appropriate
Agencies will seek

hplemnentation of

NS. NASA and othe
nd developm
heir activ

f. Space Appl
pursue the identifica
applications flowing
to promote private sed
applications. (U)

» (1) Such applic¥ - reate new éapabilities, or
- improve the quality or efficiencV o continuing activities,
including long-term scientific observations. (u)

(2) NASA will
selected critical missi
access to space, on-or
techniques, redundanc

(3) Agencfes m@y enter cooperative research and
development agreemenffs onfispace applications with firms seeking
to advance the rele gate-of-the-art consistent with United
States Government sp bjectives. (U) :

(4) Managgnent
sensing is the resporgibil

f Federal cjm
Yy of the D¥pa
(a) cogpl

geent of Commerce. The
gte Federal needs for

O be met either by the
(b) identify needed

civil operational remoft
private sector or the Fe
civil operational system gas*development objectives; and
(c) in coordination with other d€Partments or agencies, provide
for the regulation of private sector operational remote sensing
systems. (U)

g. Civil Governm
Space Transportation 3
access to space will e
greatest national retfirn,
preeminence in critigal aj
fleet will maintain
support critical profiramg
unique STS capabilities.

ation. The unique
abil Ry to provide manned
joseg@reas that offer the :
@ting to United States
2CLs of manned spaceflight. The STS
tion’s capability and will be used to
requiring manned presence and other

In support of national space
transportation goals will establish sustainable STS flight
rates to provide forblan ng and budg of Government space
programs. NASA will RJursul§ a Jancexents to STS.
operational capabilit®s, uf systems for
deploying, servicing, craft as national and

 UREEASSIFIED
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user requirements are defin

RN
h. Internationaj Cogﬁgriffﬁﬁf The Ynited States will
foster increas€8 integhatiofal cooperXtion dn civil space
activities by seeking lly benefic iternational

sp§ce and space-related programs. The
National Space Counc#l shfll be responsible for oversight of
civil space cooperatfon with the Soviet Union. No such

cooperative activityf§shal be initiated until an appropriate
interagency review h§s be completed. (U)

will:

ates participation in
whether public or private, must be
SRaliQlogy transfer laws,

and preéWgdential directives. )

international space ventures,
consistent with United Stateg
regulations, Executive Orgs

(2) Suppor
readout of data from j
stations and the pro
specified conditions

ems’yo foreign ground -
i oretyn users under

d in such a way as to protect the
jectual property developed with Federal
support. Such coopefatiof will not preclude or deter commercial
space activities by e URited States i e sector, except as
required by national

Pty. (U)

(3) Be co

NASA, and the Dé g g ommerce, Defense, and
Transportation will work coope vely to develop and implement
specific measures to foster the growth of private sector
commercial use of space. A hig AZEl focus for commercial space
issues has been created ghment of the National
Space Council. (U)

b. To stimula ment, ownership, and
operation of space agbetsg the United kil Government will
facilitate private sfctorfaccess to appropriate U.S. space-
related hardware and ities, and encourage the private sector
to undertake commerd gpace ventures. (U)

e goods and services
ctions that may
ectogfactivities except as

(1) UtiliZ% com ercially a
to the fullest extent ¥XeasiMle
preclude or deter comm

[REEASSIFIED
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required by national sec y or pub1?§§ afety. A space good or
service is "commerciall available® if i®yis currently offered
commercially, ?; it itfcoulgsBe £ mmercially in response
to a government servife pr "Feasible" means
that such goods or s¢ . irements in a cost-
effective manner. (

(2) Enterf§intaq appropriate cooperative agreements to
Fate sector basic research, development,
cting the commercial value of the

appg¥priate Government

(u)

: (3) Providdfor
facilities on a reimbuffya

(4) Identify, amMm i g or propose for
elimination, applicable portions of United States laws and
regqulations that unnecessarily impede.commercial space sector
activities. (U) ~

(5) Encourag
activities. Consiste
set forth in this di fl St§es Trade
Representative will - ate, negotiate with
other countries to e ge free and fair trade in commercial
space activities. ring into space-related technology
development and tra pAgreements with other countries, _
Executive Departmentl andf agencies will take into consideration
whether such countrifls prictice and encourage free and fair trade
in commercial space .

2ir thgde in commercial space
3, PMinciples, and policies

(6) Provid& for Mme aggfer of Government-
developed space technol Privatgfsector in such a manner
as to protect its commer® gFistent with national
security. (U). ,

(7) Price Governmeht-provided goods and services
consistent with OMB Circula

a. General:

(1) The
operate, and mainta
appropriate mix of

ent of Defense (DOD) will develop,
Ssured mission capability through an
satellite control, assured access to
roliferation, reconstitution or other

means. (U)

inéluding _
to protect critical

(2) The milNtary
dissemination of data, \hall

WOSSHE) g

RACEe pPLPgram
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technologies and mission aspects in“accordance with Executive
Orders and applicable diffctives for theprotection of national
security information agd comgenSﬁragﬁgfit . both the missions

performed and ®he secytity g€asures cesgiry to protect related
4 <

space activities, %

= -
Srpeasvy

(3) Dpop wfl1

incorporates the supfort
Initiative. (U)

~:sure'that the military space program
fFequirements of the Strategic Defense

b. Space Supp

. (1) Milita 8 ace sectors may use
both manned and unmann d-la e S : 2 determined by specific

mission requirements. ' 1.5(e)
. : : po L5
» ¥ payloads amONemeewn n Systems and launch sites 3(c)
to minimize the impact of loss of any single launch system or
launch site on mission pPerformance, The DOD will procure
unmanned launch vehicles g€ >¥agd maintain launch
capability on both the B c&gts. DOD will also
continue to enhance th : Msatellite control
capability through anglpprg : SRtellite autonomy and
survivable command agfl co and data
dissemination systen '
| (2) DOD & udy concepts and technologies which
would support futureq ngency launch capabilities. (U)
Cc. Force Enha ceh t: : |
(1) The DG the DCI as
appropriate, will deve ntain space systems
and develop plans and a et the requirements of
operational land, sea, an¥ : rough all levels of
conflict commensurate with tREP ended use. (€)
(2) . (See Directivf (129}
d. Space Control
(1) The DO %€, and maintain
enduring space systegf of action in space 1.5 (o)
4 s rduires an ntégrated combination of ol
antisatellite, survi¥abi ity, and surveillance capabilities. (83
(2) AntidhtelMte (ASAT) Capability. The United
States_will develop qploy a COmPIreRaRed ve capability
1,5
<
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ograms willfpurghe a survivability
g-term p i for future

R i 2 survivability of
3 e assets (including
assoclated terrestrial coMenc M degree commensurate with
the value and utility®cf the SUPPOTt they provide to national-
level decision functions, military operational forces, and

elements associated with cont.igai % 2f government across the

Ji5(a)
A _ The
maigrain an integrated attack warn ng,
notification, veriffatid¢n, and contingency reaction capability
which can effectivel eCt and react to threats to United
States space systems :
e. Force AppliRatio ‘ i consistent with
treaty obligations, cc - lopment, and planning
to be prepared to acqui e weapon systems should
national security conditi® - hese efforts must ensure
a capability to respond in a and effective manner to the
development of space and space-related weapons by any adversary
and should support technologuuasiasapnces that will place the United
States in a favorable st 2 IRg. (8)
/.50

The following securit
programs:

IKEEASSIED

BB AS8HEE




(2) The fa i ted ates conducts satellite
photo-reconnaissance fo -eaceful purpggfs, including
intelligence collection an®wgonitorips#®of arms control
agreements, is UNCLASSIFIED. He Tact that such photo-
reconnaissance includes a near real time capability and is used
to provide defense related ipnforwmation for indications and
warning is also UNCLASSIE] Mgy details, facts, and
products concerning na ligence space pProgram
activities are subjec > ca) € clafsification and security
controls. (U) '
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1,5(«)
/.5 (<)
_ _The DCI, té& r with the Secretary of Defense, may
propose modification ugmentations to military space systems
necessary to support €. needs. (8
v.
g high priority cross-
sector efforts and resp _ v 0 imglement plans supporting
major United States spa es.
a. Space Transportation SUldelines:
(1) The United Statggwnational Space transportation
capability will be based g ' icles, consisting of the
Space Transportation -Syg ed launch vehicles
(ULVs), and in-space tjff eRg- The elements of
this mix will be defigk | mi¥sion needs of national
security and civil ggq Ul ted States space
activities in the mo effective manner. (U)
(2) As del dhied by specific mission requirements,
military and intellifence space sectors will use the STS and
ULVs. In coordinatifin wifh NASA, the DOD will assure the .
Shuttle’s utility tofnatifnal defense amd a1l integrate military
and intelligence misd pystem. Launch
missions as
. ] ]S[u
. #¢ Launches h§ie)
necessary to preserve and .4 2 1n space shall have
the highest priority exce , S of national securit .
emergency. . ' 1.5(a)

/I 5(()

| managed and operéted
FentYwith the current

. (3) The ST
in an institutional ajg# 9
NASA/DOD Memorandum ¢ Undfr tanding. {Re @nsibility will remain
in NASA for operatioghl c ntrol of the or civil missions,
eratgonal control of the STS for military

: Mission management is the
ion agency. ‘

and intelligence mi
responsibility of t

(4) United
integral element of &
NASA will not maintai
to the STS. NASA will

3{2?
L4

s commercia ch operations are an
£ national Jpacgf launch capability.

gendable vehicle (ELV) adjunct

ces for commercial and



foreign payloads only where #fose pa
require the unique capabjYities of the
that launching the pay}fads :
security or fomeign

' payloads will not be
systems except for n
(U)

ds must be man-tended,

¢+ O it is determined
S isyYmportant for national
o cial and foreign
ent3owned or operated ELV
ign policy reasons.

. (5) Civil
maximum extent feasi
contracting for nece
private sector or wi

ovegxnment agencies will encourage, to the
¢, § domestic commercial launch industry by
S directly from the

(6) NASA an® the ue to cooperate in the
space transportation

n of activities. They
will pursue new launch and 1 POort concepts aimed at
improving cost-effectiveness, responsiveness, Capability,
reliability, availability, maipt@gsnability, and flexibility.

Such cooperation between Y . d civil sectors will
ensure efficient and effd .

(1) The t fully endorses and
will facilitate the : United States unmanned
launch vehicles (UL A

guidance pertaining toYUnitel
in consultation with DON
agencies. All Executive Mgna 0 agencies shall assist
the DOT in carrying out its Pivmee ‘Dilities, as set forth in the
Commercial Space Launch Act and Executive Order 12465. (U)

(3) The United
its launch and launch-rg
commercial launch ope

Rent encourages the use of
for United States

. } , B will have priority
use of government fa 2s and suppoft Setvices to meet
national security a crifical mission requirements. The United
States Government willl mdke all reasonable efforts to minimize
impacts on commercia oparations. (U)

will not subsidize
e the use of its

® goal of encouraging
ance with the

facilities, equipment
viable commercial ULV ¥

e
IRGLAUUI 1L




"appropriate environm

s e

(6) The unigd Stapes™Goye will encourage free
market competiwion wi pe rate} private sector. The

United States Governm@nt wfll provide Yquitable treatment for all
commercial launch op B for the sal¥™8Y lease of Government
onsistent with its economic, foreign
ity interests. (U)

equipment and facili
policy, and national sec

(7) NASA
releasable capabilit
shall, to the maximur

for those unclassified and
which they haye responsibility,

(a)
firms with access, on a - : , to national launch
and launch-related faciliig o

to support commercial laun ons. (0)

_ - (b) Develop, . sultation with the DOT,
contractual arrangements g IagS by commercial launch
firms to national launchyfa ‘ed property and services

(U)

. (¢)
commercial launch fi
the pricing guideli

& and assistance to
Pasis, consistentlwith

(d) Fonddrt; in coordination with DOT,

analyses necessary to ensure that

8 conducted 2 sderal launch ,
ghal Environmental

commercial launch op
facilities are in co
Policy Act. (U)

c. Government ULWGF The price charged

and service, will be based 6 -.lowing principles:

(1) Price all serv including those associated

Reimbursement shall

opriation from which
the cost of providing

ice was paid. (U)

(2) The Uffitedfst. it will not seek to
recover ULV design 2 g@elopment costs or investments
associated with any Ppxis@ing facilities or new facilities ,
required to meet Un ates Government needs to which the U.S.
Government retains

. (3) Tooli resjual ULV hardware on
hand at the completiolj of Tg i o Government’s program

will be priced on a ba 2 - est overall interest of
SEQI:U“
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the United States Government, Taking™
these sales will not cogftitute a subsi

operator. (U)
-

d. Commercial
firms shall:

o consideration that
to the private sector

s. Commercial launch

(1) Maintfin aJl facilities and equipment leased from
the United States Gofernmgnt to a level of readiness and repair
specified by the Unifled SRates Government; (U) '

th all requirements
lations issued under
ictions of any license
Transportation under

of the Commercial Spa
the Act, and all terms
jssued or transferred b
" the Act. (U)

e. Technology Transfer Guidelines:

(1) The United g€dtes w ork to stem the flow of
hnology to un3\thorized destinations.

P\ fully responsible for
fer in the conduct of

Executive departments
protecting against ad
their programs. (U)

(2) Salesfof JRited States space hardware, software,
and related technolg or use in foreign space projects will
be consistent with z t international and bilateral
agreements and arra Where appropriate, such sales will
be used to further U noticy objectives for
international coopers bs, and will be used
to enhance defense reRatio straffegically important
countries.

(3) NSDD-70, wR¥ 2 applies to technologies
for space launch vehicles, shd ghitinue in force, as
implemented by the Guidelines of the Missile Technology Control
Regime (MTCR), announced on Ag 5, 1987. The MTCR will not
impede national space progfftlRs or national cooperation in
such programs as long 2 hey could not\gontribute to nuclear
. weapons delivery syste £

(4) Agreegpnts finvolving sg poperation with
foreign governments,¥inteffnational orgadlilze ions, and private
: isions and assurances required by
CR, and other appropriate technology

transfer safeguards be deemed necessary and mutually

agreed.

lj oM NS



maintain investments that are consistent with such objectives.
The National Space Council willwponduct'a,feasibility study of
alternate methods for encouraging Private.sector investment,
including capifal funding, .6f United "States space infrastructure
such as ground facilities,# launcher dé&g&gggents, and orbital

assembly and test fadilitfes. (U) ™

~

[5ie
_/.S(c

3. Space Arms
on nuclear and sgpace
with the Soviet Unio
States Delegation wi}l
Policy directive, es
guidance by the Presd
consult with its AlE
resulting agreement
and its Allies. Any
activities in space
with, and subordinat
objectives. - {U)

%Y forum for negotiations

Qnd Space Talks (NST)

g 4 instfuctions to the United
onsistent SailaPis National Space

ghed legal ob ations, and additional

» The United States will continue to

jn these negotiations and ensure that any

nce the security of the United States

Qssions on arms control relating to

LunNs other thap NST must be consistent

g he foregoigy acfivities and




