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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DATE, TIME 
AND PLACE: 

Telephone Conversation Between the President 
and President F.W. de Klerk of South Africa 

The President 
F.W. de Klerk, President of South Africa 
Interpreter: None 
Notetaker: Walter H. Kansteiner 

December 11, 1991, 1:10 - 1:40 pm EST 
The Situation Room 

(b')(l) 

President de Klerk: Thank you. You must be getting ready for 
your campaign. (U) 

The President: 
probably won't 

It's not yet officially off and running. We 
get started until February. (U) 

Well we are certainly holding thumbs up for 
you over here. Your victory would assure global security, and I 
want you to know we're behind you all the way. ~ 

The President: Thank you, I appreciate that. You know we have 
some difficult economic problems and that's always complicated 
for an incumbent. 

President de Klerk: Yes, we've had a breakthrough on the Bops 
prisoners. All but one are released. I don't want to claim 
public credit, but we pushed very hard behind the ·scenes. ~ 
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The President: Exactly. (U) 

President de Klerk: 
Things are moving 

So I share his optimism on our progress. 
place. (U) 

The President: He did mention that there is a difference in 
terminology "transitional" and "interim." Different terms but 
similar structure. (U) 

President de Klerk: Yes. We favor "transitional." But 
whichever, you must not have unconstitutional government. We 
cannot suspend the present constitution without having a new one. 
So if we go with the transitional arrangements, we'll need to 
implement the changes even if they require changes in the 
constitution. ~ 

The President: Well good luck, Mr. President. If there's 
anything we can do please call it to my attention. ~ 

President de Klerk: I am concerned with an impression that might 
"be in your Administration. And that is our urgent need for 

access to an IMF facility. It might appear we don't need it, but 
we cannot have political transformation without the underpinnings 
of a strong economy. What we need is to remove restrictions on 
the financial side; we are dire need of some assurances if and 
when we go to the IMF. We need to know if you will be willing to 
support us. Perhaps some assurances, a letter, or whatever. 
Then we can take steps to stimulate our economy and put money 
into housing, education and health. ~ 

We can't wait a year or 18 months -- which is when we'll probably 
go into a balance of payments We need assurances on 
this soon if we are to move on with our social spending. We need 
to know the IMF will be there and support us ~ 

The President: O.K. We'll look into it and I'll talk with the 
Secretary of the Treasury. ~ 
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The President: 

What is your assessment of the Russian situation? (U) 

We don't have a clear picture yet. We don't 
think we should shape the answer. We are concerned with the 

safety question. ~ 

Gorbachev will find it di 
Commonwealth. ~ 

to hold on with this 

Do you think the USSR will be replaced by 
that? i'Q 

The President: It's heading that way. ~ 

President de Klerk~ Thank you on your positive attitude on the 
missile problem. As you know, we have a positive attitude on 
using our technology for peaceful technology only. We want to be 
part and apply to the MTCR. I believe our technical experts will 
be meeting. ~ 

The President: Yes, they ought to be good ~Q~A~, in January or 
February, I bel I think the technical can make a 
lot of progress. ~ 

I remain respectful of all that you have done and what you are 
doing now. We want to be helpful so let me know if there's 
something I can do. ~ 

President de Klerk: Well thank you. The IMF thing is very 
important to us. ~ 

be on to call, is it all right 
statement without getting specific? 

I have no objections at all. (U) 

Merry Christmas to you and your (U) 

President de Klerk: Merry Christmas. Goodbye. (U) 

-- End of Conversation 
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