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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND UN
SECRETARY GENERAL PEREZ DE CUELLAR. 11:35 AM MAY 9.

1. CONFEDENTEAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. THE PRESIDENT AND UN SECRETARY GENERAL PEREZ DE
CUELLAR MET FOR APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS AND FIFTEEN
MINUTES ON MAY 9. AFTER A THIRTY MINUTE MEETING IN THE
OVAL OFFICE. THE PRESIDENT AND PEREZ DE CUELLAR MOVED TO
THE CABINET ROOM. THE PRESIDENT AND PEREZ DE CUELLAR
DISCUSSED IRA®R-+ EL SALVADOR. BANGLADESH. HUMAN RIGHTS IN
CUBA- ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUES. LEBANON. AFGHANISTAN. THE
SOVIET UNION. WESTERN SAHARA. PEACEKEEPING AND THE BUDGET.

IRAQ

3. THE SYG SAID THE UN HAD "TECHNICAL™ DIFFICULTIES IN
SENDING IN UN POLICE OFFICERS UNDER RESOLUTION L87. AND
THAT THE IRAQIS HAD REJECTED ANY UN POLICE PRESENCE ON
THEIR TERRITORY. HE CONTINUED THAT HE WAS CONCERNED FOR
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LORFEDENTIAL 2

THE SECURITY AND WELL-BEING OF UN PERSONNEL IN IRAAQ. HE
SAID THAT THE US, UK AND FRANCE SHOULD SEEK AN EXPLICIT
MANDATE FOR A UN POLICE FORCE FROM THE SECURITY COUNCIL.

4. THE PRESIDENT PAID TRIBUTE TO THE UN FOR ITS HISTORIC
ROLE IN THE GULF CRISIS. NOTING THAT THE UN. BY ENHANCING
ITS PEACEKEEPING FUNCTION. HAD ENHANCED THE ENTIRE
ORGANIZATION. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE US WANTS TO0 GET OQUT
OF NORTHERN IRA®. THAT THE US WENT SOLELY OUT OF
HUMANITARIAN CONCERN AND BECAUSE ONLY THE US COULD PUT
FORTH THE EFFORT NEEDED. THE PRESIDENT VIEWED THE
WILLINGNESS OF THE KURDS TO COME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAINS
AND BACK TO THEIR HOMES AS A POSITIVE SIGN. HE ADDED THAT
WHILE THE IRAQI AUTHORITIES HAD NOT DONE EVERYTHING ASKED
OF THEM. THEY SEEM TO BE BEHAVING THEMSELVES. THE
PRESIDENT ASSERTED THAT NO NEW RESOLUTION IS NEEDED TO
AUTHORIZE A UN POLICE PRESENCE. THAT SUCH A FORCE FALLS
UNDER THE HUMANITARIAN MANDATE OF RESOLUTION b88. THE
PRESIDENT. STRESSING THAT OQUR ACTIONS WILL NOT BE DICTATED
BY BAGHDAD. ADDED THAT WE WILL CONSIDER A NEW RESOLUTION.

IF ONE BECOMES MECESSARY.

5. SECRETARY BAKER STRESSED THAT WE NEED TO BALANCE THE
NEED TO ESTABLISH SECURITY AND PROVIDE HUMANITARIAN RELIEF
AGAINST THE RISK OF A VETO OVER CONCERNS WITH INTERFERENCE
IN IRAA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. THE SYG REPLIED THAT
SADRUDDIN AGA KHAN WOULD BE CONSULTING THE IRAQI
AUTHORITIES WITH THE GOAL OF SEEING WHAT THE UN COULD
ACCOMPLISH WITHIN THE MANDATES SET BY THE CURRENT

RESOLUTIONS.

L. THE PRESIDENT TURNED TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
RESOLUTION £87. OBSERVING THAT IN PRINCIPLE THE IRAQIS
HAVE ACCEPTED THE RESPONSIBILITY OF COMPLIANCE. HE NOTED
THAT ELIMINATING IRAQ'S WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION {WMD}
WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT. HE ALSO STRESSED THAT THE US
WOULD REMAIN VERY TOUGH ON SANCTIONS.

7. UN U/SYG SPIERS SAID THAT WHILE ANY CHANGE IN THE
SANCTIONS REGIME COULD BE VETOED. THE SANCTIONS REGIME
COULD DETERIORATE OVER TIME. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SEE A
PROBLEM IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. UN CHEF DE CABINET DAYAL
INTERJECTED THAT WAS IMPORTANT TO GET THE SPECIAL
COMMISSION ON WMD TO IRAQ AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. MR. SPIERS
ADDING THAT THE TASK OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION WAS THE
MOST DIFFICULT SET BY RESQLUTION L87. SPIERS SPECULATED
THAT ONE OTHER DIFFICULT PROBLEM WOULD BE SETTING THE
PERCENTAGE OF IRAQ'S OIL REVENUES THAT WOULD G0 TO THE
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COMPENSATION FUND. THE SYG SAID HE COULD NOT RECOMMEND A
PERCENTAGE UNTIL AFTER CONSULTATIONS WITH THE IMF AND
WORLD BANK. U/SYG FLEISCHAUER CLARIFIED THAT THE SYG
WOULD ONLY SET A CEILING- AND THAT THE COMPENSATION
COMMITTEE WOULD DETERMINE THE EXACT PERCENTAGE.

EL SALVADOR

8. THE PRESIDENT THEN TURNED TO EL SALVADOR. SAYING THAT
THE US IS CONCERNED THAT THE MOMENTUM DERIVED FROM THE
PARTIAL AGREEMENT NOT BE DESTROYED BY EXTREMISTS FROM
EXTHER SIDE OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. HE ASKED THE SYG6
TO INSIST THAT NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE TOWARDS A CEASE-FIRE
AGREEMENT. AND THAT THE SYG PUSH FOR THE COOPERATION OF
BOTH SIDES. THE PRESIDENT OBSERVED THAT AS PRESIDENT
CRISTIANI WAS ELECTED IN A FREE- FAIR AND INTERNATIONALLY
SUPERVISED ELECTION. HE HAS A STANDING THE FMLN DOES NOT
HAVE. THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED THAT CRISTIANI HAS GREAT
PERSONAL AND POLITICAL COURAGE. AND HAS MOVED FARTHER THAN
ANYONE COULD HAVE BELIEVED. IN REFERENCE TO THE
SUGGESTION THAT THE USG MEET WITH THE FHLN, THE PRESIDENT
NOTED THAT A MEETING WITHOUT A GOES REPRESENTATIVE WQULD

RISK UNDERMINING CRISTIANI.

9. THE SYG AGREED THAT THE RECENT AGREEMENT REACHED IN
MEXICO WAS IMPORTANT. AND THAT THE CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS
AGREED WERE EXTREMELY HELPFUL. THE SYG PROTESTED THAT
MANY VIEWED THE UN AS THE FMLN'S SPOKESMAN. WHEN THE UN
WAS SIMPLY TRYING TO ACCURATELY CONVEY THE FMLN POSITION.
THE SYG CONTINUED THAT U/SYG DE SOTO ENJOYED HIS COMPLETE

TRUST AND CONFIDENCE.

10. DE SO0TO0 ARGUED THAT THE TASK AHEAD HWAS EXTREMELY
COMPLEX+ AND THAT THE FMLN HAD AGREED TO TAKE A NUMBER OF
ITEMS OFF THE TABLE UNTIL THERE IS A CEASE-FIRE. 1IN
ADDITION TO PRODUCTIVE DISCUSSIONS ON HOW TO PRESERVE THE
MILITARY STATUS QUO. THE FMLN HAD RAISED THEIR DESIRE THAT
THE PHASE AFTER THE CEASE-FIRE BE TREATED AS A
TRANSITIONAL PHASE. DURING WHICH TIME THE SALVADORANS
COULD BECOME ACCUSTOMED TOQ THE FMLN AS A POLITICAL PARTY.
DE SOTO NOTED THAT HE WAS AWAITING THE GOES RESPONSE ON
THIS POINT. DE SOTO EMPHASIZED THAT A TIME FRAME COULD
NOT BE SET FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS: THE FMLN WOULD NOT ACCEPT
A DEADLINE LIKE THAT ADVOCATED BY THE USG IN DISCUSSIONS
ABOUT THE UNSC ONUSAL RESOLUTION.

1L. IN RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT'S QUESTION. DE SOTO
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CONTITERTEAL 4

REPLIED THAT THE FMLN SOUGHT AN "OPEN. FLEXIBLE.
DEMOCRATIC AND PLURALISTIC EL SALVADOR.™ HE CONTINUED
THAT FHMLN CONCERNS WITH THE SALVADORAN ARMED FORCES WERE
ONE REASON THE FMLN INSISTED ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM. 1IN
RESPONSE TO SECRETARY BAKER. DE SOTO SAID THAT ONE REASON
THE FMLN COULD NOT ACCEPT A FIXED DEADLINE IS THAT A
DEADLINE WOULD IMPAIR THE ABILITY OF THE FMLN'S FIVE
FACTIONS TO CONSULT FULLY ON POSITIONS TO BE TAKEN IN THE
NEGOTIATIONS. WHEN THE SECRETARY PRESSED DE SOTO ON THE
URGENT NEED TO MOVE THE TALKS FORWARD RAPIDLY. DE SOTO
OBSERVED THAT ANOTHER REASON THE FMLN WAS RELUCTANT TO
ACCEPT A DEADLINE IS THAT THEY FEARED BEING SET UP FOR THE
BLAME IF THE TALKS FAIL. THE SY6 CONCURRED WITH HIS
DEPUTY THAT INTRA-FMLN RIVALRY POSED PROBLEMS FOR THE
NEGOTIATIONS. THE MEETING THEN ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH.

12. RESUMING THE CONVERSATION OVER LUNCH. THE SECRETARY
OPENED BY ASKING THE TWO QUESTIONS. ONE. YOULD THE SYG
MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE NEED FOR A CIVILIAN POLICE
FORCE IN NORTHERN IRAQ. Tuo0. WOULD THE UN AT LEAST SET A
TARGET DATE FOR THE SALVADORAN NEGOTIATIONS. BEARING IN
MIND THAT IT WAS THE FMLN WHO FIRST PROPOSED A DEADLINE.
IN MANAGUA. THE SY6 DID NOT DIRECTLY RESPOND TO THE FIRST
QUESTION. BUT WAS LARGELY POSITIVE. AS TO THE SECOND. DE
SOTO OBSERVED THAT THE FMLN DID NOT WANT TO SET A DATE.
ALTHOUGH HE HAD APPROACHED THEM REPEATEDLY ON THE MATTER.

3. THE SECRETARY ASKED IF THE UN HAD DISCUSSED WITH THE
FMLN WHETHER THEY POSSESSED SA-1b SAM'S. DE SO0TO RELATED
THAT WHILE HE HAD NOT ASKED THE FMLN DIRECTLY. THE FMLN
DENIED HAVING SUCH WEAPONS., CLAIMING THAT SA-1L'S REQUIRE
AN INFRASTRUCTURE BEYOND THAT OF A MOBILE GROUP LIKE THE
FMLN. THE SECRETARY POINTED OUT THAT SA-1L'S ARE SHOULDER-
FIRED. AND THAT THE FMLN'S COMMENTS TO THE UN DO NOT
SQUARE WITH OTHER INFORMATION.

BANGLADESH

4. THE SY6 SAID HE HAD SENT THE HEAD OF UNDRO. MR.
ESSAADI. TO BANGLADESH TO SURVEY THE SITUATION. THE SY6
COMPLAINED THAT WHILE A NUMBER OF PLEDGES OF ASSISTANCE
HAVE BEEN MADE. THE MONEY IS NOT FORTHCOMING. THE
PRESIDENT ASSURED THE 3YG THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD DO

WHAT IT COULD.
HUMAN RIGHTS - CUBA



15. THE PRESIDENT PRAISED THE RECENT DECISION OF THE UN
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR
ON CUBA. HE URGED THE SYG TO MAKE THE APPOINTMENT AS SOON
AS, POSSIBLE. DE S0TO SAID THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT THE
RAPPORTEUR BE SOMEONE ACCEPTABLE TO THE CUBANS. T0
FACILITATE HIS WORK. THE SYG NOTED HE WAS WORKING ON THE
APPOINTMENT OF THE RAPPORTEUR. ADDING THAT HE PREFERRED
QUIET DIPLOMACY. AND FOUND IT MORE EFFECTIVE.

1. THE PRESIDENT. NOTING THAT VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT PEREZ

SAW SIGNS OF FLEXIBILITY IN CUBA THAT THE U.S. DPID NOT.
ASKED THE SYG IF THERE WAS ANY HOPE FOR DEMOCRACY IN CUBA
WHLLE CASTRO REMAINED IN POWER. THE SYG WAS NOT
OPTIMISTIC. COMPARING CASTRO TO SADDAM HUSSEIN. TO WHICH
THE PRESIDENT ADDED KIM IL SUNG AND QADDAFI.

ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUES
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17. THE SY6 SAID HE SUPPORTED AND FOLLOWED CLOSELY THE
SECRETARY'S WORK IN THE MIDDLE EAST. AND WOULD REFRAIN
FROM ANY DUPLICATION OF EFFORT. HE MENTIONED HIS RECENT
APPOINTMENT OF SWISS AMBASSADOR TO THE US BRUNNER AS HIS
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE UNDER RES 242. AND THAT HE
REFRAINED FROM GOING TO THE REGION HIMSELF AND FROM ASKING

BRUNNER TO G6O.

'18. " THE SECRETARY OBSERVED THAT THERE WAS A CLEAR NEED
FOR UN INVOLVEMENT. AND THAT AT A MINIMUM A UN OBSERVER
SHOULD ATTEND THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE. THE SY6 SAID
THAT THE UN MUST HAVE A SUBSTANTIVE PRESENCE AT THE
CONFERENCE. NOT JUST AN OBSERVER AS AT THE 19b7 CAIRO

TALKS.

LEBANON

19. THE SYG SAID THE PRESENT SITUATION IN LEBANON WAS
TERRIBLE AND UNACCEPTABLE. THE PRESIDENT REITERATED THAT
THE U.S. SUPPORTED FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TAIF
ACCORDS. STRESSING THAT 3SYRIAN WITHDRAWAL FROM THE BEKAA

VALLEY BY JUNE 30 WAS KEY.

AFGHANISTAN
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20. THE SYG SAID HE FAVORED LETTING THE AFGHANS DECIDE
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THEIR OWN FUTURE. PERHAPS THROUGH ELECTIONS HELD UNDER UN
AUSPICES. BAKER SAID THE STUMBLING BLOCK WAS THE SOVIET
INABILITY TO PURSUE THE LIBERAL POLICY OF NEW THINKING.
WHAT WAS NEEDED WAS FOR THE SOVIET MILITARY TO AGREE TO A
DATE FOR AN ARMS CUTOFF. CONTINUED THE SECRETARY.
GORBACHEV REALLY WANTED THE PROBLEM RESOLVED. SAID THE

SECRETARY.

SOVIET UNION

2l. PEREZ DE CUELLAR 3SPOKE FAVORABLY OF.SHEVARDNADZE.
NOTING THAT PERHAPS SHEVARDNADZE COULD BECOME THE FIRST
SYG FROM EASTERN EUROPE. THE SYG WAS ON THE OTHER HAND
CRITICAL OF YELTSIN.

WESTERN SAHARA/PEACEKEEPING/BUDGET

22. THE SYG6 SAID THAT THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED ON THE WESTERN
SAHARA MADE HIM HOPEFUL THAT THE REFERENDUM COULD BE
COMPLETED THIS YEAR. I0 A/S BOLTON REQUESTED THAT THE
SECRETARIAT STRIVE TO PROVIDE REALISTIC BUDGETS FOR
PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS. AND EXPLAINED THE STATUS OF THE
PRESIDENT'S PLAN TO PAY US ARREARAGES UWITHIN THE UN
SYSTEM. THE LUNCH ENDED AT 1:15 P.M.

23. THE SYG ALSO MET WITH THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS
COMMITTEE AND THE CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP. VWY



