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PLICE: Martinique
Tre President: How do you handle Yeltsin or other republic

lezdzrs Zrom tThe Soviet Union when they come to France? )26

2ec:dent Mitterrand: I received the Lithuanian, but nct part :
-Zficial visit. That would be a mistake. (£

The 2racident: I’m getting pressure on our Soviet policy frcocm
pot~ zhe Left and the Right. (&
President Mitterrand: But Yelstin is not in power and Gorbache
is Sorsachev shculd not be combared to Yeltsin, he should be
compared t£o Brezhnev. It is not cur responsibility to decid
whether Gorbachev should remain in power or not.
The Zresident I agree. yﬁ
DECLASSIFIED
PER E.O. 12958,
AS AMENDED
SES=T - - F
Dec’ azssifiy on: QADR I?‘M 0304 l’[']

™. 2/22/o0g



SEces 2

President Mitterrand: More broadly, Europe doesn’t need 20 mcr=s
stares. I think we should really soft-peddle on the question of
internal developments in the Soviet Union. }jﬁ

The President: You are right, we have to wait it out. But
Gortachev must get back on track on CFE. (§)

President Mitterrand: I agree that we have to be vigilant. B=u:

we cannot force Gorbachev over a cliff. (&)

The President: I hope Gorbachev survives. He’s been good te
work with so far. (&)

President Mitterrand: Yelstin is an important force. ($f

The President: Congress will invite Yelstin over, and then I
will have to see him. I have a Congressional problem. They
like to supervise. I would have gone to war with Iraq even
without Congress, but I’'m glad they came along in the end. gﬂ

Foreign Minister Dumas: We believe that there ought to be a
United Nations Security Council summit meeting on the Middle =as:z
after a reasonable period of time. )

The President: (Facetiously) It’s fine with me as long as .
Francois sit next to Castro. He is a real anomaly. He’s the
last one swimming against the tide. &)

President Mitterrand: I know him. I met him in 1975. I would

have to say that he is not unreasonable. My view is that an
Hispanic can’t be a Marxist-Leninist. (

= DPresident: Perhaps we should talk about the situation in
goslavia. g%

[ 1

sident Mittexrrand: The break up of Yugoslavia would creat= :
manent source of war in Europe. We need larger groupings =

es. For all of its problems the Austria-Hungarian empire
t preserved peace in a very unstable part of Europe. yﬁ
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t

The President: With regard to the Maghreb, you know a lot
about this than we do. Its really your backyard. 1Is there a
way we can be helpful? We respect the Algerian and Moroccan

leaders. (;6
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Foreian Minister Dumas: We stay in close touch with all of zhzr-
except for Tunisia because of their stance on the war, and of

course the Libyans. (Z)

President Mitterrand: The real problem in the Maghreb is
Algeria. Algeria is a big economic failure. They also have
serious demographic problems and political problems. It is ==
largest source of instability in North Africa. But, overall,
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not too worried about relations between North Africa and the
West. (&

The President: Everyone predicted that this would explode during

the war, but it was not as bad as we feared. (&
President Mitterrand: It will eventually get sorted out. But a

coup d’etat would be dangerous if fundamentalists came into one
of the major countries. Of course, even fundamentalists get old.
Qadhafi is a phony fundamentalist. He called me when Saddam
Hussein invaded Kuwait. He wanted to commiserate with me about
all the mad men in the world {laughter). (A

The President: Mubarak says that I should be more open minded
about Qadhafi. - Rocard told me that I was too harsh on the

Tunisians also. (

President Mitterrand: I agree with you on the Tunisians. I'na
very harsh on the Tunisians. With patience, the North Africans
can solve their economic problems; but we will help. It will be

okay in time. (

The President: Senegal is hopeful. He is a good friend of
yours. 98)

President Mitterrand: He is a good, big friend (laughter). He
was courageous during the war. As for Morocco, Hassan is modest
in many respects, but he has a traditional, almost medieval,

approach to his own rule. (f)

The President: What about the Southern Sahara? (3{

President Mitterrand: It’s quiet now, but it is not solved.
Morocco 1is gradually winning the war, and the Algerians can’c:

prevent it. (A

Tell me about your visit to Canada. gﬂ

The President: Mulroney is clearly in trouble. He is in a
precarious political situation, and he is also very concerned
abcut separatism. In the worst case, we can see a possible
breskup into several countries. The war in the Gulf in a way
brought Canada together. I was asked at a press conference, ancz
I said we have done very well with a unified Canada. (

President Mitterrand: Speaking about Canada helps us undersczon:
Gorbachev’s problems. (

The President: Yes, and the problems of Yugoslavia as well.

Returning to the Middle East, I never thought I would see Shar:.=:
as a moderate. (¢

President Mitterrand: It is strange. 9$f

R



The President: May we discusc the weighing subject of Eurcpean
security. I would like to hear your view, Qﬂ

President Mitterrand: I have seen what has been happenin
have seen 2 demarche from Washington. Your pecple have
oroplem in the wrong wavy. Burcpe 1s not ready to have a
adequate to provide its own security. This is still in a
building process. It is not there, so this is a hypothetical
aispute. NATO is the only reai feorce; so in a way this is a
dz=bate between something that 1is real and something that 1is
hycotnetical. I fear that you think we want cur own defease
because we want you out, this is not the case. Any Americarnr
hostility toward what we are trying to do will be misunderstcod
Pslizical unity and a commen European security policy are hcoes.
Iin the 21st century my wish 1s that Europe will be able to cefen:
itself pbut if I have to pay for that hope at the price of a
crisis with the United States, the price is too high. Your
dipiomacy has given the impression that you are fearful of
Eurcpzan unity. You are fearful that the United States will be
thrown out. This is not true. We have to find a way so that
NATO and the embryo of European defense can co-exist. We wiil
naturally chose NATO if we have to. But what will we do twenty
years from now? We should hang on to NATO, strengthen it even,
but also let the embryo develop. It will be a long and difficui=z
prccess. John Major is mere keen on this than Margaret Thatcher

resident: I’'m not sure on how far apart we are. We dorn’:
t to convey the impression that we are trying to block

crean lntegration. We view NATO as the prime security
rantcr, but we have no problem with European integration. }7
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dent Mitterrand: Your demarche was very somber. Aimos:
S

rt Zoeilick: We’ve enccuraged European integration fcr 47
s and we understand now that it has moved on to another
1 Our key point 1is that we want to avoid undermining
making it the ultimate decisionmaker on matters that could

fect all of us. gﬂ

A

v T
Fh D D )

g

esident Mitterrand: France has a special policy but it is =a.
T of NATO. Onlv NATO has real power. We won’t replace
mething real with an idea. When the United States is gcne,
en it will be important for Europe to defend itself. (34
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Torsign Minister Dumas: Another aspect of Eurcopean Security ..
of how to deal with the former Warsaw Pact countries. They
o join NATO. Poland especially wants in. This is a big pr_:.
for the Eurcopeans. They also want an "East European Union."

they realize that the only firm ground in Europe 1s the Atlzn-.

rLiliance. ;;(
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The President: Do you have a problem with the NATO liaison
offices that we have suggested? Is this a problem for France?

President Mitterrand: No, this is not a problem. Political
liaison and consultations are okay, and therefore military

liaison is okay too. (&

Foreign Minister Dumas: This could present a problem for the
Soviets. (&)

President Mitterrand: On the question of European security
relations with NATO, my wish is for permanent relations and for
ministers and commanders-in-chiefs to talk about these things and

avoid suspicions. (ﬁﬁ

The President: Our position is that NATO is to be the wvehicle,
where policy should get approved. 4]

President Mitterrand: We are agreed on that. 2

The President: We also had planned to have some NATQO/Soviet
liaison. This may have been set back. The Soviet military is
trying to flex its muscles, and this worries me.

President Mitterrand: Yes, it is worrisome.

With regard to NATO, the idea of a bigger political role and a

smaller military role is not clear to me. I also have a problem
with using NATO for out-of-area. We have to be clear on what

NATO’s limits are. Ronald Reagan wanted NATO to guarantee Japan
(this refers to a discussion of "global security"”™ through the G-
7). I pointed out that Japan is not in the Atlantic. But then I
said yes we could work through NATO on Kuwait. Its just that it
cannct be automatic. I won’t go along with the automatic use of

NATO out-of-area. (¥

The President: I take it that Kohl has financial problems
because of the monumental task of East Germany. This turns out

to be a bigger problem than anyone thought. ;Sﬁ

President Mitterrand: Yes, it is more difficult than he and the
rest of us thought. He called me just this morning. He can’t go

too fast on East Germany because of the difficulties. There 1is
also the question about where the capital is going to be: Bonn or
Berlin. But East Germany 1s the main problem, and the West
German public doesn’t want to sacrifice for the benefit of the
East Germans. It used to be that all the Germans wanted was
unification. Now that they are unified, they don’t know what
they want to be. There are still some nationalist movements in
Germany which make it difficult for the Germans to renounce

claims in Poland. gﬁ

The President: Is Europe experiencing difficulty in achieving
monetary union? 9ﬁ
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President Mitterrand: Not too much. We have another year to go.

I take it that you are happy with General Schwarzkopf? 5}4’

The President: Yes, and also I have great admiration for your
commander. In fact, our people have enormous respect for your

military leaders and for your troops.

Let me know before you go to Iran. We would like to have better
reiations in,Iran, so lets talk. Perhaps you could take a direct

message.

President Mitterrand: Fine, I will either go in June or in
October, I think probably in October. ,QH




