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Dear NMum,

Bell today we got some more mail so now I feel pretty well gaught up.Among -
my letters was one from John Pillsbury thanking me for kk=x my card .He also told
me that his son Chuck who has been in the 'Navy for over three years has been repobted
missing ip action He writes%A very wonderful letter which we received from his
skipper does not give us much encouragement as to his ability to have saved himself,
as he was flying at low altitude over a thick jungle when apparently his plane was badly
hit"" Charles o Chuck”was a fighter pilot., — Tt Do 674 buck Ko
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March 23rd
Dear Mum,

Weal here I am back at Norfolk again and none too happy about the whode
thing,Those five day= of leave were nrobably the hap iest of my life.Seeimg you all
and being w th Bar so much was all I could ask for.I hated to leave and only hope
that the skipner's estimated 8or 9 months s nearer correct than the dreary 12 month
ored ction that goes around, Barbara never looked more beaut ful than when T had
to leave her Tuesday mite.Tt &indee'a’ o hive to look into those beaut’ful
big eyes and say goodbye, not knowing when I"would see her again.

I was unable to abtadn a berth on the t-ain so we slent in the 4 rty old
coaches again,I met Wykes and Grab on the train.Ralnh E:b suddenly got a change of
orders and w'll no be ro'ng with us to the fleet.It ic too bad cause he ig a
darn n ce guy.The train anf ferry got us here in time.I arrived to hear the good
news that I was to fly at 113"Pm last nite.How dreary.Pray'ng for ra n did no good
and around midnite I found myself-found myself ‘n the a'r making field carrier
landinds.Wow was I tired when we landed.Luck ly I got to sleen till 10 this morning,
Tonite we have more field carrier landings and tomorrow nite we land aboard a a
carrier out in the Chesaneke.I am not too anxious to do this but I'll be glad to
get it over with.Nite carrier work devenda entirely on how well you can answer t
the sigmal officer's signals.I hove it all goes weel.He uses these electric wands
and gives you the signals with them.Evertything seems so much faster at nite.%

It has been ra'ning all day today but now it wouls start to clear un.I fly from
163" t111 1115 tonite so + woa't be nearly as bad,

I amaf a d T will be unabde to get home again.T didn't ex-ect there would
be a chance of it but there was always that imner hone.No luck however,

Bill Moorehead is over at the Training Stat on and T will call him up and
try to get him over for a meal here or aboard the San J when and if she puts in here,

Well Mum this ic abou all for now.T willtry to g ve you a call Sunday
or thereabouts as I don't think we will be here long after that

much much love and many thanks to you and Dad for my
marvelous leave,
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March 25th 194

Dear MNum,

Once more down at the squadron wa t ng for nite fly ng.
Th - t me we are to go out and land aboard the carrier out in the
bay.Tt looks like a real dark nite-oh well we have to get it over with,
This nite carrier work is really exciting.We need two Tandings to
qualify .We were supposed to go omt ladt nite but there wasn't enough
wind(we aren't landing aboard our own ship).Ton te may be alright.

Had lumch up at Chincoteague today.The oyster season is

drawing to a close but some of us went up for a last feed.l sent
you some more hop’'ng that they will be 0.K.The omes we had today weren't
as good as the ones we used to get so maybe yours won't be much good.
They are rchipning them Monday and you will have to pay the exneess
charges,The guy claimed that was the only way he could wend them now.,

I really am worried that they will be no good but you can use them
for fertilizer or something,

Have done cery little flying inee I've heen btack but 't
worries me 1 ttle since we will get plenty very soon.They have been
working on our plahes all the time.That nite was the only time we
have flown exceet for a few m scellaneous hoos like ‘he one to hinco
today.

I haven't sfdtarted to read the b oks as I want to wait
till T go aboard before reading them ,

We have a new officer (non-flyer) in the gquadron.tHe ‘s
a fellow named White from St.Paul.Knows all the Pillsburys and graduated
from Yale in 1942. i

B No letters from Bar yet but I hone there will be one u»n at
Boq tonise.How I missvher already.

Well M m not much else for now, Much much love to Dad,
John and that hot"swordfish"pilot Willy.

your ever loving,
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March 28th
Dear Mum,

Tt was such fun to talk to you the other nite,T was on security
watch when T got the message to call the onerator up in White Plaing, T
t- ed once but "t was the same old "e'rcuit busy" story,so I began to worry
that T never would be able to get back.Tr ed again from the O Club and was
successful,

The nite landinds were oretty exciting.We went out to the shi-
while it war =t$ll 1 ght and had dinner . After dark we were briefed in the
ready room and then sent u» onto the deck to wait our turn.The nige was
starry and clear but nlenty black-noc s gn of a moon.I was n the third groun
of three to qualify. We watched the first ones anxiously wa ting for our
turn,Each »~ilot was to make three landings.We waited in the catwalk and

then when the nilot before you had f nished they hollered over the loud-
speaker and the next one took over,The flying was fun actually after you
got a bit accustomed to it.It was ‘mpossible to see the water so t wae
nécessary to check and recheck on your instruments.From ahead or abeam
you eannot see the outline of the deck,with a result that you have to judge
your turning noint differently than in the dayt me.They have lights outlining
the deck but these lights are vis ble only from astern.Even after b
you receive the cut it ‘s immossible to see the deck.You have to land between
. the decke and figure the deck i= there.Usually iust before you land you
do =ee the deck =0 it's mot too bad.Al) but two pilots qualified and they
didn't go out.Ours is the first CVL outfit to qual fy at nite-quite a
distinction.Cur fighters qualified 15 of their veople S nday n’ te, so all
in all the "braid" seems fairly well pleased with air groun 51,7 hone this
doesn't mean we are going to onerate extens vely at nite.

Yesterday we had a counle of hons around here.T went down to the
shin taking some of my gear with me.The room <« the same with the ed’tion
of a counle of steel lockers in nlace of the curtained affairs we used to
have.Saw Bruce Righter and he seems fine as usual.T am still in the same room
but only after a strugglr,They were trying to move the Ensigne off that
deck in favor of higher officers(it is the best deck).Al]l were ousted excent
the four in our room,Then they moved me,but the fellow they had in my nlace
was only an Ensign so T objected and my ob ection was sustained;38 so T
now have the came room-I hope, A1l our stuff is now aboard.Today we have
been hanging around here see‘ng that the nlanes are set ete.Ton'te T am
going to po aboard for good,so this will be my last uncensoredletter,

I told you that T saw Diek Siseon.He was at Chapel Hil) a counle
of week after me,.He is mow in VC36 T think flying fighters and clated to go
on the Milkwagon (convoy with the small carriers run.He said that Caulkins
was around here ag a sailor,Presymight be interested to hear that I saw
Dick.He asked all about the Penguin,

Well,lium, that's about the>works for now.Don 't worry f you
don't hear from me for a good while.If we go to the Pacific I'1] probably
be able to get aletter off at the Canal zome,T don't think we'll nut in
at California but you never know.In any case I'1] keen writing and eventually
you'll hear,I'1l try to remember "the initial game" so look for the
double meaning when you don't know the name,



This is the last farewell I guess ,Mum, I have afeeling that we may not
be out too long-in faect I sort of think we may get back by Xmas.We have
known tha' this time would eventually roll around.I have not actually
dreaded it,but I sure have enjoyed these months of being home-,e, being
able to get home every so often., XEN¥X God knows that I domn't wantif ¥ amates
to leave you all and my darling Barbara,but I would mot change now and°"

T know thatyou really would not want me to stay behind.fx

T guess I have enough happiness stored up ih me to last me
easily thru the time I will be gone,

much much love to you all,

- Z/
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