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October 13, 18944.

Dear Ann:

I have delayed im writing you for a few deys beceuse I wanted to gét
a8 much information as possible regerding your som, whom my boy refers to as
Ted in his letters. Incidentally, my boy, whose nsme is George, but vhom we
call Poppy, hes mentioned Ted in severs) letters during the past six months..
I think the two boys became very good friends on the "Sen Jacinto.®

Donald K. Walker, who wrote the attached lettarp, is one of my business
associates who went into the Havy end, being in the Personnel Depertamsut down
there, I asked him to check up.on the White case. The atteched letter indicetes
that the Havy's file does n¥°Hisclose any uetaiis. b

However, we received this week a letter from Pop in which he describes
the flight wiich emded so unhappily. Ted went on that tlight. He was, as
you know, gunnery officer on the ship but ne was snxious to make & flight, so
Pop invited him to go with ulm. Perhaps he had been on other missions. I don't
know, At emy rate, they weut out and apparently were altecking whenm the ship
was struck by sati-aircraft fire from a ground buttery om an island, Pop knew
that the ship wes hit hard. He sew that both of his wings were on fire and his
cebin suddenly filled with smoke. He gave the order to abendon ship ilmmediately
over the inter-com. He spoke to Com. delville, squedron leader, over iis redio
end told him thet he was going to abendon ship, then veered dver to the left
to give White snd lelamey & chance to bail out; Delaney being the tsil gunner
who had been on every mission with Pop for months. As I understand it, the
pilot's cabim is walled off 3o he.cen't see the two wen in back of him - onme
in the widdle and the other at the teil of the plene. Then he swung right -
and ‘beilediout nimself. He was nit on bos head by the tall of the plane, which
gave him quite a gash Lut he cems to im time to pull his chute opem snd landed
in the water wmith terrific forceysdown very deeply. He remembered nis imstructions
to get out of uls chule, which he did under water, ”

~ Whem he came to the surface hs could mot see anybody. He looked for his
men snd looked for the plane. Shortly, bowsver, Com. Melviile ceme back end
eircled eround over him, and while eircling pointed Hut' Pop?s' chute. which had
arifted on - sway over the water. Pop swam to his chute and unfestened the
emergency raft attached thereto, pressed the button end the raft inflated itself.
He scrambled in. Helville evidently saw that Pop was bleeding badly, so he
dropped a first-ald kit, which Tlssted and Pop picked it up, &nd geve himself
epparently = quick first-sid. In the meantime he could see uo trace of his
pleme or the other mem. Feerful that the Jeps would come out to get him from
the shore he then paddled out to ses with his little paddle just as hard as he
could, Two hours later an Americen submerine surfaced near nim end picked him up.

Pop's letter says that Com. Melville saw only onme chute open. Mdbntly.
he was watching, because Pop had told him he had ordered ®abandon ship®., =

It, therefore, must be that Melville reported White and Deleney as



-

missing when he got back to the "Sem Jecinto®. Pop was on the submarine for
neerly a momth and we finslly got & cebie from him which we presume must have
come from Peerl Harbor.

/&telephone
I have not sctually secen Pop's letters which were writiem on tiu
submerine, describing this whole affair, but when I do I will meke e ;

from them end send them to you. Dottie has only sketched them to me/ to give

the high points which I heve put into this letter. The fact is, bowever, thet

Pop is very much afreid the other two boys ere lost and he does not actually

know shet happemed to them. His first letter written on the submsrime is

the most pathetic thing because it was slmost entirely devoted tp his regrst

about White and Deleney. They were both such wonderful fsllows, he sald, emd

be just couldn't beer to think sbout them beling lost.

It mey be that you have alresdy heard from somebody with more details
sbout this imcident. I bope sc. I bave hesitated Lo write myself for fear
my letter might dispel the hope which I know sust be linmgering still im your
heart. Perhaps informstion shich Pop gives is pot conclusive snd we will
8till hops and pray that such is the case. However, siter several days of thinking
it over, I have concluded thet I had best wrlte you, for hnd the tables beem re-
versed I would have wanted you to write me.

I feel very sad indeed, Ann, to write such & letter for I know
what the feelings of yourself amd your husbund must be. Your som wes such &
wonderful lad and I sm so glad thel my boy kmew him. His letters spoke @o
highly of him.  previous to this disaster;snd also, of course, his letters
srittem on the submarine,are just heart-breaking. Our boy 1s & very semsitive,
gentle fellow, and I sa fearful that this incident will heve hurt him very

deeply.

This is the third plame that Pop lost. Iam Jume he wes picked up
off the Oceen by en Americen deatroyer. I wish they would ssuc him home noW.
If be does come kome I will let you know becsuse perbaps you or yowr husband
would went to see him. I know he would wamt to see you.

I will write you later on enclosing exact sxcerpie from bis letters.

I can't possibly tell you how unhappy Dorothy snd I are sbout Ted
and how deeply we feel for you amd your husbend.

Sincerely yours,

dirs. Edwin White,
767 Goodridgs Ave.,
St. Paul, Hian.
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EDWIN WHITE
ENDICOTT BUI‘LDING
ST.PAUL MINN.

Zone 1
October 20, 1944

Dear Pres:

In view of your long acquaintance with Anne, the friendship of
our sons, and our connection with New Haven, I know you will excuse the
informality, though I have met you only once and then for just a few min-
utes.

I want to say with great emphasis that Anne and I are deeply
grateful to you and your wife and to Pop. The letters you have sent us
are a tremendous help to us. They are frank end clear, sympathetic and
understanding, and we will always be grateful for them. We appreciate
more than we can express your feelings and your son's feelings. It is
clear beyond question from letters from Forrest Daniels, a young flier
from St. Paul named Grant, and from the Squadron Commander Melvin that
Pop did everything in his power to take care of the two men who were lost.
Our hearts ache for Pop but he should have no regrets except for the loss
of two friends and fellow heroes and I am sure that you have reassured him
in every possible way. Needless to say, I will write to him and will tell
him how grateful we are for his efforts in behalf of these two boys, un-
questionably at the risk of his own life. It seems to me that it would
improve the moreale if all navsl fliers knew that when three, or even two,
of their 'planes had been shot down, they would be granted leave or assigned
to other duties. We hope and pray that your boy will be returned safe and
sound before too long. In the meantime, we understand the load you are all
carrying.

It would indeed be ungrateful of us to fail to treat Pop's intimate,
beautiful letter in the strictest confidence. We appreciate your sending it
to us and the least we can do will be to keep it to ourselves. No one but
Anne and I will see it. We feel, as you state you would under similar circum-
stances, that we must know all the facts and the letters you have sent us,
while very sad, contain the information which, if it had to be, we were so
anxious to receive.

Our letter from Forrest Daniels, dated September 6, received September
27, states, "I know you will agree with me that in no way was the pilot to blame
for what happened, and that he, himself, got out is something to be really grate-
ful for in this tragedy."

We will be most anxious to see you end Mrs. Bush end Pop and I can
only repeat, we can never thank you enough for the information you have given
us and for your sympathetic understanding.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

(S1

EW:HA
Mr. Prescott S. Bush

59 Wall Street
New York, N. Y.
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