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Dear Mum,
Well here I am sitting down at one of the many hangars.l am now,
just for a few hours, squadron duty officer.l have under my command
the whole squadron filled with various types of aircraft including
giant livberators,fighters,p-boats and many others.This is supposed
to sound terribly impressive but in reality it isn't.Being an officer
there are certain duties you have to have and this is one of thwen.
The fect remains that here I sit next to type-writer with nothing
to do so it is an excellent chance to get caught up on all the news,

Yesterday I was lying in bed up at BO. taking a nap when
the terrifc blast occured.lt was down at the seaplane hangars about
five miles (two miles really) away.The whole building shook violently.
Later various reports came in from witrnesses.It is a terrifying tale
of a disaster which took s mean toll in humen life.A friend of mine
was fairly close by and he got knocked out flat just by the pressure.
Unfortunately this was the slightest of all the cesualtiaee.The actual
cause was the explosion of twenty four depth charges.They were being
carried along on a truck and one rolled off and started to burn.The
driver ran for help and arrived Pack just to have it explode in his
face,setting off the others.Twenty four so far have been killled but
many others are criyically injured.Mum,it was really so thoughtless
of me not to have wired you right away.Il am terribly sorry to have
caused you any concern,

NEXX Today I got my orders.Jzck Cochren,Jim Wykes,and
I all went down to get them together.Jack got his and they read
Quonset point-the new Hornet or Wasp most likely,so you can imagine
how excitéd I was.The luck didn't hold however and both Wykes and I
got assigned to squadron ¥&%$x VC 51 which is being formed here.
How I would have loved the other and how I hated the idea of s#&aying
here but now after surveying the problem thoroughly,things may
not be too bad,.True the others go to a real CV,big carrier,and they
also get up Quonseé where I would love to be,But this VC 51 may
turn out to be 0.K.Let me explain it to you.VC means E"composite
squadron”.l,e, we are not just a torpedo squadron but a combination
of TBF's and divebombers.When we go aboard ship our mission is apt
to be the same as the others,but we will not be just a VT squadron.
Right now we have twenty pilots,half TBF,half SBD. We will soon
get a commandingoffcier who will be in charge of the squadron as
a whole.We will also have all the officers in a regular squadron.
VC 51 is bren new.In fact she will ®be commissioned the 22nd of
this month.We are to go aboard a carrier but it probably won't be for
quite a while.,We are to get a bran new converted cruiser,This isn't
the biggest class,but it is the next biggest and one of the fastest
types.Our duty will most probably teke us to the pacific and we
won't just be looking for subs,(no need to tell Mrs.Meek that I will
be aboard a new converted cruiser)l know the namw of our ship and will
tell you as soon as possible.As well as VC 51 there will be a regular
fighter gouadron aboard the ship.I will be able to tell you more of
what we do later.The thing is so bran new,We haven't gotten our own
planes or enlisted personnel :8&s yet,All this should follow shortly.
After we get all squared away we will probably move away from here
to train until our ship is ready.I don't think I will get anywhere
near h me unfortunatel,,



I still wish thet + could have gotted Quonset,but I'm sure this will
turn out 0.K.Most of the TBF pilots weee at Ft.Lauderdale when I was,
Wykes I know well,the others not so well yet,but they are all good
fellows.It will be fun be ing a part of an outfit.Norfolk is a terible
spot to be ,but there's always the consolation that things can't get
worse.Tomorrow I get a 2 hour hop which will be nice.,I hope I can still
fly old jumbo afterthe rest I've had.®mmYou can tell any interested
inquirers evrything I8ve told you except details about the carrier.
Just say he is in the squadron waiting for a ship.

My suitcase has not arrived as yet but I have hopes that
it will drift in in the next couple of days-Also any mail that you
or the good B.Pierce may have written.Today I walked miles around
this tremendous place taking physicals,shots,getting pay accounts
settled etc.I am exhauseéd around the dogs,but after this watch
I am going to go to ships service for supper and then go to MY FAVORITE
BLONDE. I have never seen it and after your description I can't wait.
I am going to eat at ship's service cause if I wrere to go back to
the O club or to BOO it would mean two long busrides,and several man
sized jeunts."Vassar was never like this",no,mother, I don't want a
bike thanks.They say we will have a chance to check out here in the
various types of ships.I sure would like that.They have a_lot of
those Hellcats here also evry other type in the world it seems.
Our romm at BOOQ is really a little dreary,but Wykes is now on the prewl
for a radio so maybe it will be better.The food is pretty good.z00
here is not as modernistic as at Fla, but it is comfortable enough.

This morning was really a blue one,This VC 51 looked so
poor but now after having talked around it m-y turn out to be 0.K.
As soon as we really get organized I can tell you better about it.
This may mean that I will be in the states to at least telephone
you a merry Xmas.In a way I hope so,but really I guess I would rather
shove off since being here is just like being over asifar as seeing

you mg goes.

I finally drew =11 my winter flight gear and some
accesories including a good serviceable watch.Il may use that one
when we leave as it is waterproof and I'd hate to have anything happen
to my good one that you gave me.Mine is far superior to the new one,

Well ,Mummy dear, so Xk long for now.Ynce more let me
sey how badly I feel about the accident-Ié;::;éhot .etting you know

they missed me.Much love to all, éé;" é%%%{/
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Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet
(George Bush Library)

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE RESTRICTION

AND TYPE

01. Letter

From George Bush to his mother. (2 pp.) .d. @

COLLECTION

George Bush Personal Papers
World War II Correspondence

FILE LOCATION

Chincoteague, Norfolk, Hyannis - August-December 1943

OA/ID Number

Date Closed 10/12/99

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

P-1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA]

P-2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]

P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]

P-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA]

P-5 Release would disclose confidential advise between the President and
his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA]

P-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift.

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

F-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

F-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an
agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

F-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

F-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

F-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

F-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

F-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

F-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
AIR FORCE
COMPOSITE SQUADRON FIFTY-ONE
Fleet Post Office, New York, N. Y.

Rxmor Dear lum,

Well today was supposed to be my dayoffe but this
A, about 10 o'clock one of the guys came over and got me and
down to Norfolk I had to go with all the boys.We were supposed to go out
and make soke carrier landings on the Charger, It was not quite
as scary as the firts time,In the first place by now I have a bit
more confidence in the TBF.I didn't do too good a job, but I got in
my landings.The Charger is another on of the small CVE type carrier,
Bursiss the next biggest size.These landings are really pretty good fun,
but you do have to bezawfully careful , We operated out of Norfolk
so we had to report there both berfore and after our landings.Ve srot
the landin s out in the Chesapeke Bay.

I certainly was glad to get Mr.Pierce's letter.It was
just a short one saying that he and lMrs,Pierce both heartily approved
of our engagement.When we shall announce it is entirely up to Barbara
now for reasons that I have told you before..

Now here's some more dope.Today a dispatch came in saying
that all the pilots and crews were to go up to Hyannis liass, on the
18th-that is Thursddy I think.We will probabl y be up there for two
weeks,depending on weather,That will probably meanthat I will not be
able to get my regular dayoff and hence will not be able to come home
but I'1l let you know as soon as we find out for sure.Hyannis is a small
auxiliary station and we are going.up there for torpedo work.This
Atlantin City thing is indefinite but we may go there permanantely
after Hyannis until the ship is ready.I don't know if we will get any
liberty up there but It should be pretty convenient for Smith.

Since I flew today on my dayoff I may be able to work a little deal whereby
T can get haéme,

I'm glad the oysters turned out 0.K. I was worried about
them but the man claimed that was far. the easiest and the freshest ways

of getténg them, I was most interested to hear of John's game-too bad
they couldn't have dovwned Buckley.

Well ,Mum, goodnight and much much love,

POP

P.S. Don't bother to write me to here after say Tuesday.
P.S5.S. Oh yes,we are now VI 51 instead of VC 351, Our divebombers have
"been removed and now we just have the nine gorpedo planes,'hyy we don't

have the bombers anymore I don't know,We'!ll probably carry msiny more
Hellcats. instead.
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Thursday Borbriex:
Dear Mum and Dad,

These last two days were certainly a lot of fun,It is always such
fun to get home and this time was just fine.I am so glad the Pierce)s came
up for dinner,and also that Gans could be out with us,The texi man arrived late
and I was all excited per usual bit we made the train in plenty of time,

Quite a bit happened while I was away.John Peacock got trans-
ferred from the squadron,which was too bad.Every one liked him and we weee
all sorry to see him go,It was just one of thosef sudden Navy moves.His new
assignment is secret and will probably be very interesting,but he did want to
stay in this outfit.That is a perfect example of how things go.Tvat is walso
why I can never be sure of what will happen to me.I have been asgigned the plane
by the captain that John used to have so now again 0 have my own plane.] will
fly others but this will be mine as the other was.It doesn't mean too much
but it is gratifying because I was assigned to it by the captain,before he
just had the f,o., assign them,Probabl y this plane #2 will have a camera installed
in it .That means I will have to get along without the automatic pilot probably.
Also Lt .Houle may be transferred,and I was told today that I may have to he gunnery
officer of the squadron.That is a very important job,and one about which
I know nothing,but I would love to get it.It is really about the biggest dapartment.
If I do get it,that is if Houle is transferred,I w'll have to do a lot of study-
ing and reading of technical material “ut t hat vill be good for me, Except

for John's leaving,everything seems to be fine about these new changes as far as I
am concerned.

Today we had a good deal of flying and two hours worth tonite.
The nite was beautiful and I really enjoyed it. :

I an looking forward to nrxt weeek.I hope that all works out
and you can come to the ship and all.The thing starts at three I thihk
so we will have plenty of time to get home,

Will write soon again - much love, Pop



UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

AIR FORCE % %
COMPOSITE SQUADRON FIFTY-ONE f s
Fleet Post Office, New York, N. Y. /& . 7
Dear Num, f}
Well here I am back to the old familiar grind ,and missing you all L{
very much.This last leave was such marvelous fun,The time went by so flast
that now it seems barely possible that I was home at all, ek

I finally found my capcover in the suitcase.Could you please send me
those two books Nancy gave me for Xmas-I forgot them.Also I left my little
tan address book there somewhere and I am lost without it.Could you send that
along too,If you can't find it I am going to have to have the ddresses of
the group-Tanta,Aunt largie,-etc.etec.I wrote most of them but put addresses without
numbers.ilso I left some pictures to be enlar-ed at Finch's on Greenwich Ave,
Could you please get them and send them to me at NAAF Charlestown R.I.They will eeb
here much quicker that way.I will send you the money when I get them,I want to
send one to Bar and maybe to Ganny etc.Also(more Business)I forgot to stop in at
Webb's for my good watch,Itshould be finidhed 'y now,

I changed my mbwkiom allotiment 8heck 980 startin either at the end of
January or the end of February the check for 143 dollah will come to you evry
month (pardon spelling) The reason for this is because if I left it made out to the
bank and I should become lost the payments would immediately be stopped.if it is made
out to you and I am lost the checks will continue to come ij until it is defifiitely
established that I am safely in heaven.I now have enough money in my checking accotint
so when you get the first check perhaps you could put it il MY SAVINGS ACCOUNT%ze

B2RA IS DNO SO B RV G V] DD OGN D OB mt}mmimmnmm HERERRk
When I come bak in March you can te 1 me what vou are poijg to do with them.

We are now operating on a noon to noon schedule and the only thing
we do get is a good long slepp.We live on a two meal and sometime one meal day
tut the sleep will make up for it.Ve get so little time that I hesitate to have Bar
come all the way up here.I would love to have her,but don't gquite kmoWw hhésher to
ask her,She says she would love to come but I just don t know.It was such fun being
with her for all that time,but awful hard to have to leave.Ch how I wish we were
married ,Perhaps in a year we will be able to get married.That's a long wae off and
a lot can ahppen though..

Well Mum I have to stop now,I didn fly last nite and at first felt
most miserable up there cause I was so tired but it got better as time wert on
and the evening was uneventflul.So long Ium and much love and many thanks to you and
Dad fora perfec! vacation--

all love
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