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Clyde Kiang, Secretary
Pittsburgh Taiwanese American Citizen League
P.O. Box 67
New Stanton, PA 15672

February 12, 1989

President George Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

On the eve of your forthcoming trip to China and Japan, it is
quite appropriate to write this letter to you about the "Taiwan^
Problem" that has confronted the American foreign policy makers
for more than four decades. At this time, our main question is:
what is your new policy toward Taiwan and how the U.S. is to get
out of the Taiwan imbroglio under your new administration ?

We, the concerned Taiwanese Americans, ponder and raise the very
question which is about to befall us because of your trip to the
Orient, during which you are slated to meet and discuss with
Chinese leaders about Taiwan.

In the statement of June 27,1950, President Truman declared that
the "determination of the future status of Formosa must await the
restoration of security in the Pacific, a peace settlement with
Japan, or consideration by the United Nations." Since then, the
U.S. has repeatedly stated that the future of Taiwan should be
settled by peaceful means in accordance with the U.N. Charter.
This policy was reaffirmed in the Taiwan Relations Act of 1979,
in which the U.S. has once again insisted that China resolve its
dispute with Taiwan peacefully. Furthermore, the U.S. State
Department has occasionally asserted that neither the Japanese
Peace Treaty "nor any other agreement thereafter has purported to
transfer the sovereignty of Formosa to China."

With this historical background in mind, we wish to reiterate
that all questions affecting Taiwan must be settled by the freely
expressed wishes of the people on the island under international
supervision, and that the Taiwanese are entitled to the freedom
of choice to work out their common destiny without being
intimitated by any regime. The "Taiwan question" is not an
internal affiar of China. It is not a matter to be bartered
between Washington and Peking. Therefore, we denounce and
repudiate any negotiation without abiding by the principle of
self-determination toward the settlement of the Taiwan impasse.

Mr. President, we clearly see the possible danger of Chinese
communism descending upon our people whose voice for democracy
has been brutally suppressed by the Nationalist regime since the
end of World War II. We deeply worry about the common destiny of



our people in the land of our birth when you look at one side to
proclaim the future status of Taiwan through an agreement between
the U.S. and the People's Republic of China with no respect to the
wishes of the Taiwanese people.

It is our conviction that the solution to the "Taiwan problem"
cannot fail to deal with the Taiwanese people whose inalienable
rights to self-determination, together with fundamental human
rights, must be fully upheld and guaranteed, as attested to by
all international and nongovernmental organisations that monitor
these violations. By fair means, the question of Taiwan should be
settled in such a way as to safeguard the interests of Taiwanese
as well as Americans. What the Taiwanese aspire today is to
replace the totalitarian police state by a free, independent
democracy, that is, "of the people, by the people, and for the
people ,

Please, Mr, President,
making

consider our appeal for Taiwan before
possible policy toward

will make notthe island. We hopefully trust that
only America but also Taiwan a "kinder, gentler nation." This is
why we have voted for revalidating the American Dream and the
Taiwanese Dream as well.

Respectfully yours,

Pittsburgh Taiwanese American CitizenSecretary,
League

CC Mr. Don Quayle, Vice President
Mr, James Baker, Secretary of State
Senator John Heinz III
Senator Claiborne Pell
Senator Edward M. Kennedy
The Honorable Gus Yatron
The Honorable James A.S. Leach



United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 17, 1989

Dear Mr. Kiang:

I have been asked to reply to your letter of February 12
addressed to the President on the eve of his -trip to China.
You had asked what is the President's new policy toward Taiwan
and how the US was going to get out of the Taiwan "imbroglio".
You also stated that the "Taiwan problem" must be resolved by
the people on Taiwan themselves, exercising their right of
self-determination.

Under five successive presidents, the US has acknowledged
the Chinese position that there is but one China and Taiwan is
part of China. During his visit to China, President Bush
confirmed the constancy of US policy by reaffirming that the
three US-PRC Joint Communiques of 1972, 1979 and 1982 would
continue to form the basis of US policy toward China. He
stated clearly that US policy would continue to be based on the
one-China principle. You will recall that in the 1982
Communique the US Government stated that it has no intention of
pursuing a policy of "two Chinas" or "one China, one Taiwan."

President Bush has also reiterated the consistent US
Government position that the outstanding differences between
Taipei and Beijing should be resolved, peacefully, by the
Chinese people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait. The United
States will not interfere or put pressure on the people on
Taiwan in this matter.

Our policies differ in some respects from the views
expressed in your letter. Nevertheless I firmly believe that
the constancy of these policies and of American friendship for
the people of Taiwan, manifested by our continued commitment to
the Taiwan Relations Act, has helped preserve peace in the area
and contributed to Taiwan's remarkable economic development and
growing democratization.

Sincerely,

David G. Brown
Taiwan Coordination Advisor

Mr. Clyde Kiang, Secretary
Pittsburgh Taiwanese American Citizens League

P.O. Box 67
New Stanton, PA 15672


