
/• 92-08-19 12:17 PASSPORT LEGAL B-553-S173 P« 832

Dear Mr, Chairman*

The Secretary has asked me to reply on his behalf to your
letter of June 4, concerning the use of "China* as the place of
birth entry in U.S. passports issued to persons born on the
island of Taiwan,

Since 1945, the place of birth in the passport of & U.S.
citizen/ whether born in Taiwan or on the Chinese mainland, has
been entered as 'China* . AS a general rule, the country of
birth as it is currently known is written in the passport.
Both the authorities in Taiwan and the government of the
People's Republic Q£ china take the position that Taiwan is
part of China. We acknowledge that position, and our use of
•China* as the place of birth in the U.S. passport, an official
foreign policy document of the United States, accords with that
acknowledgment ,

Your letter also mentioned Ukraine and Palestine as
examples exceptions to the Department's place of birth
policy. However/ neither of these cases is analogous to the
situation of Taiwan,

Before the recent changes in the former U.S.S.R., an
applicant could request Ukraine a the place of birth in the
passport. Ukraine, unlike Taiwan, had a seat in the General
Assembly of the United Nations in i.^ own right * To the exten
that this status accorded Ukraine attributes of sovereignty,
our practice was consistent with the Department's policy on
place of birth entries in the U.S. passport,
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For complex historical reasons that are peculiar to the
region, •Palestine" may, upon request/ be entered as the place
of birth in passports issued to applicants born prior to 1948
in what is today Israel, the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip- As
to those citizens born in 1948 or after, however, the
Department's policy is that the place of birth must be Israel,
Jerusalem, the West Bank, or the tfaza strip.

Finally, all persons born abroad, including those who
object to the use of 'China" as the place of birth entry, may
request that the city or town of their birth be shown as the
place of birth in their passport. However/ in such cases/
applicants are cautioned that the use of this option may entail
delay or other difficulties when traveling to, or obtaining
visas for entry into, certain foreign countries.

Sincerely,

Janet G, Mullins
Assistant secretary
Legislative Affairs
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