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CHRISTOPHER S. BOND
MISSOURI

United States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2503

September 3, 1992

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Your announcement of the F-16 fighter sale to Taiwan is good
news for American aerospace workers. Your decision to go forward
with the sale was a correct one; I support it and I will vote in
favor of it if it comes before the Senate for approval.

Now we must go forward with a sale that is equally important
— the sale of F-15 aircraft to Saudi Arabia. Press reports out
this morning indicate that no significant roadblocks remain to the
approval of such a sale. Most notable, Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin has suggested that Israel will not fight the Saudi
deal. This morning's Washington Post states that "Rabin's
government has concluded it would be futile in the current
political environment to mount a campaign against the deal." The
same article quotes Rabin directly as commenting, "I don't like
lost battles."

In addition to the news about the lack of Israeli opposition,
it is important to note that democratic Congressional leaders have
indicated their support for the sale.

Mr. President, I was in St. Louis yesterday and I spoke to
many McDonnell Douglas workers. They watched you announce the F-16
deal in Fort Worth on television and they have followed press
reports on the Saudi deal closely. Certainly you can understand
the anxiety and frustration they feel as they wonder whether they
too will receive good news soon. I hope we can deliver that good
news.

I commend your leadership on the F-16 sale; and I urge you
once again to go forward with the Saudi sale immediately and tell
the tens of thousands of men and women on the F-15 line and around
the country that you will keep them working and keep their jobs
here at home.

Thank you for your personal attention to this matter. I am
available to discuss this with you further at any time.

Sincerely,

Christopher S. Bond


